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Finaxcian DEPARTMENT.

Frou ; |
Teae Howx. D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Acting Chief Secretary to the Government. of Fort St. George,

To ™
Tye SECRETARY 1o T GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

+  DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, AGRICULTURE, AND COMMERCE,

Sir, :
In reply to - our Under-Secretary’s letter, dated the 16th April 1874, No. 33,

forwar_'éing, for report, a petition received from some of the inhabitants of the *Karar *

Jimits " of the town of Cannanore complaining against the recent extension of the
, Municipal Act to these limits, I am
Dued 20, Db 171, 005 FALD. e 15 forward s, mannlly,
" 14th March ~ ,, ", 111, Pol. noted Proceedings of this Government,
’ iyt‘fx g:;‘ye e ggg: 1112{ in which the position of the Cannanore

family and the necessity of introducing

the Act is fully discussed.
9. It will be seen that the action of this Government was imperatively
called for by the insanitary condition of the town and suburbs, but that in consider-
ation of the hardship to the people which would be involved by the imposition of
Municipal taxation concurrently with certain petty taxes which (in addition to
ground-rent as Zemindars) had for a considerable period of time been levied by the
Cannanore family without the sanction of law, and feeling at the same time that
the summary disallowance of the taxes would have the appearance of injustice
towards the Cannanore family, the extension of the Municipal Act to the limits
in question was delayed for some years in the hope that the “ Rajah ” might be
induced amicably to forego his collection in consideration of a reduction to be
made in the peshkush payable by him. “All qvertufes of the kind, however, were
et in the first instance by evasion, and finally by a distinct refusal which left
this Government no alternative but to being the Act into ‘immediate operation,
notifying publicly that the Rajah had been offered full compensation for the
relinquishment of the petty taxes hitherto levied without sanction of law, but that
he had refused to consent to the arrangement. It is probable enough now that the
people concerned will withhold payment of these irregular taxes, and will prosecute
the Rajah or his officials for extortion if attempts be made to levy them. The
Rajah, who must see the likelihood of this happening, isno doubt the real author of

the petition. :

3. With reference to paragraph 2 of the letter under reply, I am to state that .

it is supposed that the petitioners assumed that this Government acted under
instructions from the Government of India when the extension of the Act to the

Karar limits was formerly put in abeyance, and, that it is to this that they refer

in the third paragraph of their petition. 2
I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Ycur most obedient servant,

O0TACAMUND,
20th June 1874, Acting COlief Secretary,

Exd. J. Wright,
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COMMERCE DEPARTMENT, -

From '
The Acting Chicf Secrétary lo Govi., :
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From
C. 4. LYALL, ESQUIRE,
Under-Secretary to the Governmcnt of India,
f{’,u}/ AN
A Department q/," Am icullure,
* ' ; Bepenwe and Commerce,
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