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fings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
s 26th June 1874. |

No.227.  Read the faﬂowmg Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 27th March 1874,
No. 691 :—

Read the following letter from the Hon. D. ARBUTHNOTT, Praatdent of the Local Fund

~ Boards, Tanjore District, to J. GROSE, an, Secretary to the Boax'd of Revenue, dated

' Yallam, 11th March 1874, No, 85— :

Mﬂg,ss Mhesmthmthehmxtsoftheanmo‘ ality. e e '
~9. Tn order to enable the Board fully to understand th a reference to the corres-
ppn@emu which has already taken place is necessary. = e : _
; * Under the old classification of roads into impaxal m& his road was placed in the

lass and maintiined out of Imperial Funds. Soon after the introduction of the Municipal
wn of Negapatam the Commissioners agraed to charge of the portion of the

in Municipal limits, provided the maintenance allowance hitherto allotted to it
them, and Government acceded to this request and directed that as the road wa.s a

r the allowance should be paid out of the District Road-cess.

The amount of thw aﬂa ance ‘was after some eorreapondeuce fixed at Rupees 4,990 m& :
T3 ‘u tm* o yea 871. In thebegmmng ofﬂm ym Iacal

ition A
T ?rom:s to thxs the ma&eqlxmy oi ghﬂ Loca.l Fund cnntribnf.m ot mm-
oﬁbha Nmpamn Mnmmpalxby for the year 1672»73,, and Gwamment in remm Sl et
remarked as follows :— = s report
¢ Rega ‘ﬁ““h' decrease in the Lioi Eind oontrrbuﬁwu for roads frﬁm Rupees 4990
omwly paid by Government, to Rupees 1,200 the Vice-President reports that the Commiseioners
eons:der hho amounﬁ altogether insufficient, The Government observe, however, that the whols
ummunmmm, mclwhng a propormonﬁe share of the cost of Public Warks :

and under these ¢
us “for”‘%'omblum,
Nggapwsm being in i‘aet a

ond the town :
“'“';97 As the l'esolntxon of the Local Fund Board.

dapat for ¢

‘ the above order of Government was received I Mmm
f::::d mt;;fi.;;eug their resolution if they thought proper in .accordan
ment. The Local Fund Board simply passed a resolution in
ltmd ﬂm tlup question is at present under reference from.
The referenee alluded to is emtamed in the e
.vayd, and it is clen' that the Local Fund Boar
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and adhere to their former resolution. It should, however, be observed that all the members

present except one, when the resolution was passed, were also Municipal Commissioners and that
that gentleman dissented from the decision.

8, Inhispresent letter Mr, Stokes, on behalf of the Commissioners, requests a re-consideration
of the opinion expressed by Government in the order above referred to for the following reasons:—

(1.) Tn estimating the expenditure on roads, account should be taken of the Road Cooly
Establishment, the Overseer’'s salary, the lighting and watering. Moreover, the expenditure on

roads in the year 1872-73 was small, not because a small amount only was needed, but because

the repair of roads was considered by the then Vice-President as of secondary importance.

(2.) There is nothing in the Act to show that it is the intention of the legislature that th®
whole of the income from tolls should be expended on roads alone. On the other hand from
Section 38 it would appear that it may be expended on any of the purposes of the Act. Govern-
ment themselves have been paying the contribution for five years since the establishment of the
Municipality, although the entire income from tolls was not expended on communications alone.

(8.) It is true that Negapatam is a depst for sea-borne trade, but it is not true that on this
account it is in a better position in regard to tolls than other inland towns of the same size and

.population. In fact a sea-port is at a disadvantage in this respect, and at Negapatam the

principal traffic is carried on by railway, and the salt brought down by the canal pays no toll to
the Municipality.

(4.) The maintenance of Road No. 36 is very expensive,

and requires an allowance of nearly
Raupees 1,000 a mile.

9. These arguments do not seem to establish the right of the Commissioners to the contri-
bution from Local Funds which they have applied for,

" Mr. Stokes has doubtless conclusively
shown that the income from tolls derived by the -

. . Negapatam Municipality is much less than the
income derived from the same source by other towns of about the same size and population, and

that the maintenance of the road is very expensive ; but this does not amount to proving that any
deficit in their income should be made good by a contribution from Local Funds. There is nothing
in the Act it is true which lays down.imperatively that the income from tolls ghould be expended
on roads alone, but it is evidently ouly reasonable that each particular class of tax-payers should

have their particular requirements attended to out of the tax they pay before it is applied for
other purposes. Mr. Stokes observes that

e o) Government have been paying the maintenance for
ﬁ_ve' years after the Municipality was formed, but the reason for this is to be found in the
dlstm(}twl.l made by. the old and new Municipal Act regarding the liability of the Commissioners
to maintain roads situated within the limits

; of their town, Under Section 11 of the old Act all
thoroughfares, except such as were private property or were repaired and kept under the eontrol

of GoVern.m.ent, were to be considered the property of the Commissioners and to be maintained
from Municipal Funds. Road No. 36 was at the time under the control of the Government, and
when tl}e Commissioners undertook to have charge of it they stipulated with Government that
tho maintenance allowance allotted to it should be paid to them, and this was allowed in G. O,
dated 11th May 1867, No. 1,438, Public Works Department. Ux;dcr Section 13 of the new Act,

however, all publio streets, which ternf' includes all the roads and thoroughfares, are to be consi-
dered the property of the Commissioners, :

; : and if it is desired to ¢ from the opera-~

SeEn. I th it should be done by a Government notiﬁcatioxne.mpltt ::xl'lf:rz(i":fe clearly f‘l’“"w’

that the maintenance of the roads situated within the Municipality to the extent of their means is

now 2 duty cast upon them by law, and no contribution is thorefore claimable by them on  this

;f:co:;ni :a.ve under the very exceptional circumstance contemplated in Section 27 of the Local
und Act.

: 10. The only ground on which the assistance of the Local Fund Board can at all be
claimed by the Municipality for Road No. 36 i8

' : o B that the traffic of the circle passes over the road
it question, but 1-l: s clear that it is this traffic that pays the toll, and it cannot be said thab
the amount of this tax is less than the required for keeping the road in good order,

il
»
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11. It must also be observed that no contl:ibution i_s gaid by the Confnox.issi.oners to the ng:l
Fund Board towards maintaining the roads ou.tslde the limits of the Municipality, and no4oll is
levied by the Local Fund Board oxf traffic leaving the town. - e e

12. Mr. Stokes states that if allowed to f;ollect to‘lls from carts l.eavmg the railway yaz t;
and from salt boats at a rate caleulated on their capacity compared with that of carts, an

have a share of the Port Fund, the Municipality will be content to give up claims to aid from the
chav

i osal is clearly untenable. To levy a toll on carts leaving the
Lo.cafl e B?;f;h aﬁl lssitrg;::d within the ligxits of the Municipality, will be a.ltogetheq;:}ontx_‘ary
e yar‘d?'f s of the Muuicipal Act, and before the Commissioners put in-a-claim for levying a
o ‘the pfOﬂlﬂ:o‘: or to have a share in the Port Fund, they will have to undertake the maintenance
ey :J%it a::,ls’and the improvement of the Negapatam harbour, and if they do so they will
;ifihtebeat t}feir financial position will not be betterex! by the arrangemet'xt. :
13. Though I cannot admit that the Commissioners have any clc.um tc! ax.d from Loca..l .Fu?ds
. ¢ of Road No. 36, still as the road extends to nearly six ml.les within the Municipality
AT through a portion of the town which does not pay much in the way of taxes to the
Eﬁii?:::ner:, aid as the Local Fund Board have already ag'reed to pay Rupees 3,009 per annum,
and looking to the present reduced income of the Municipality, I would not ha.jre ob_;ected.; ?ut.l
1 learned that the Commissioners, in order to make good the fieﬁclc cfxused in thex;
?1&76 Jmi)not‘lvxe abolition of the professional tax as ordered by Government with the view of lighten-
2 el ure of loeal taxation, propose to levy the tolls for the coming year at double the present
o B8 P.Teﬁs ther words at the maximum rates allowed by law. This must have the effect of
i o:hma:nonnb of tax paid by the traffic of the circle when entering the town to double the
;:l:sfngt S;-ount. Under these circumstances I cannot recommend that the claim of the Commis-
- opg;:_shﬁdthg: :ﬁm‘%ﬁc&ms bothm&msm’md Board and the Municipality T have:‘hadc; '
this i'e‘i:eréncé through the Board of Revenue instead of ﬁ;ﬁg@t\tg ‘Government as i'vrfgtndir
intended. I,

Exorosvre No. 1.

II. J. STOKES, Esq., Vice-President, to the Hon. D. ARBUTHNOTT, President of the
i ! M'unicip&l Commission, Tanjore District, dated Negapatam, 1st December 1_;873,
7 3 6 'tho Thok Misting of the Maniiyal Cumomtarian,
i a resolution passed at the last Meeting of the ic : )
1h 4 é‘:';:zl:f ':; ?dpdyr;ﬁ you on the sﬁbjeg&of the Local Fund grant towards the maintenance
ave i S :
ST e # l: thl?se?‘:n;: li);::?;solution of Government the Local Fund Board, of which I am
= B.efore : edrealrfady increased the grant for this road for 1874-75 from Rupees 1,200 to
Vs ember (who was the only member present who did not also belong to the
% L t.m.e :11 Board) objecting on the grounds now taken by Government. I shall state
Negapatan Mum;lp Municipality thinks these grounds to be untenable, in the hope that when the
the peasons why ¢ :h uestion clearly before them their opinion may be modified.
Government have the q t observe OHat the whole expenditure on communications amounted to only
8. Thq Gover:m?nupees 1.200 less than the income from tolls, and are of opinion therefore
Rupees 8.6”0. or A m:hould ceas; to receive aid from Local Funds, particularly as Negapatam is
that this Commission trade, and the tolls thus fall on the traffic of a wide arca heyond the town.
a depot for sea-borno ¥ n;ments can, I think, be answered satisfactorily. You will observe that
4. These t?nree.al'gle budget for repairs was Bupeesp9,360, and had this been expended it
the smonnt prondedl)n hat we actually realized by tolls ; but instead of this Rupees 5,862 ox;iy '
would have been near 2 v'}he reason of this was that my locum tenens, Mr. Happell, treated the
was spent on repw;-i b differed from that Which had been in voguo up to his arrival. He found
roads in & t:g;mgl::dwor ger and thinking, I presune, that they ne_e,ded hﬁlar_ew restricted expen.
them in pre oy :
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g:z:)r::-;% ;I;:u;;enlbno:xher;nzmhs ?f April, May, and June, Ifinl from the Ledger that Rupecs
following Januaey, after which £ oo JLappell arrived in July, and from that month til the
stooBis Durin;'m&absw lcI resumed charge, Rupees 2,225.2.6 only was expended on this
it fr):)m It::cc::ssg;fs part of the same policy) the permanent Road Cooly Establish-
roads were considerably ixlx)x aired o oca 160 per mensem, and the SoRleguNI SRGS. ﬂfo
the reason of the actual ﬁ«ruf be. b and enhanced expenditure afterwards nccessitated. This is
amount budgeted for wa % et i mu(';h less than the budget ; and it was not so because the
inclade the Road Cooly Establishsns - ¢ mount (Rupees 5,862) spent on repairs does not
amount appears undery“ 3)31 's- ment‘,’ on which Rupees 2,150 was expended within the year. This
part of it on Road No. 36 sert;teﬁs,. bu.t has be.en expended on the roads, and by far the greater
from tolls supposing ;he ’la(t’t e & fuirly dcbx%able along with the repairs against the incomo
we have z’zn actual ex end'ter e exclusively for road parppses. If this figure be added
Overseer's salary shoul(i) be ;;;ed . Ru-pecs 8,012 on repairs of roads (to which a share of the
too, and of : ded), agf“““}" Rupees 9,876 received from tolls. The cost of lighting,

) watering (the latter of which is go essential on our roads in the hot weather to prevent

excl.uiiVegu:rt};?:;;s I::: reaso::i.to suppose that the income derived from tolls is to be applied
to be levied ** for tb’; u:xpen 1;ure n ro’a'ds. The Municipal Act (Section 38) authorizes tolls
be raised from all or :; r;oses of the Act,” and the fands required for the purposes of the Act may
intended by the Act tha‘: t;e mbnic i "f_ the sources named in the section, so that it isclearly not
the contrary such income me m;:ome derived from tolls should be applied maialy to roads, but on
nor has Government ever | nc)i’ de ki 30“1:00 of funds for all the expenses of the Municipality,
On 4§ sonitrary*for five ald down th‘at the Income from tolls was to be spent mainly on roads.
sanctioned the f:xll r tyi‘ars Srhis Municipality had begun to collect tolls, the Government
consider that beeali:xtlh of Ililu.peeg 4,990 towards the maintenance of Road No. 36, and did not
Soioaing th,e e 'l‘h: (1;0 tncome from tolls Was not spent on roads, this was any reason for
are applicable for th [missioners are of opinion that the tolls, as the other rates and taxes,

¢ general purposes of the Act, and look to an increase in them as one of the

means which may be used to f]) it which will ari
tax, up the deficit which will arise from the abolition of the professional

6. As to Negapatam boj
eng a dend
traffic of a wide area bey g a depdt for gea-

state Of the case,

b_orne trade, and the tolls thus falling on the
sioners do not think that this represents the true
1k the tolls in every town fall on the traffic of a
area surrounds the town on all gides ; whercas in
rament probably think that the goods brought to

an ad :
and the great bulk of this is brou, {: antage over inland towns, Ogr chief export is paddy and rice,
ouzht 1wty the town by rail and consequently pays no toll. It is

questionable also whether ;

i a]yirnii ;:l:ho goodfl brought in for export did pay toll, this would give a sea-

and distributes by means of veh-v; 3 .llllaml one ; for the latter is eqaally a distributing centre,
icles which have to pay tol] on entering before they can return from

it with their loads of pr
oduce ;
vl :v :l:;e:: flbsea-pon town has notghe same advantage of carts entering
r. 68 tnat " :
ments are not illusory is best gi totes malaly by ships whish pay no toll.  Thaggthese argu-

& 8ea-port half the area is out g
way. Th
Negapatam for export give it J e Gove

to refnrn with nrodune, hacanss §

§ ( 3 :, . ; 0 Ccted Rﬂpecs }," : p ns 5
Negapatam ( ’ 48’ 659) . ’836 %

t a : i

ti : T 3
itself entitled to this contribution, 108, and will proceed to show why the Municipality thinks

—

I ——
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8. Road No. 36, extending for six miles from the west gate to the Karikal frontier, is
peculiar in two ways. It is extremely expensive, and a great part of it is not in a town. 1t 18
made of sand veneered over with a coating of six inches of laterite. This metalling has to be
brought by rail from Tanjore and costs Rupees 2-8-3 per cubic yard. We estimate that on an
average to keep up the roads as they should be kept up would cost 1,000 Rupees a mile per
annum, and we have about twelve miles of road in the Negapatam Municipality. A laterite road
of this kind requires constant attention, as if once allowed to deteriorate its destruction follows
rapidly, and hence the necessity of keeping up a permanent road establishment. Of the six miles

 of Road No. 36 about two miles and a half do not pass any houses, but are in fact district road

connecting separate towns (Nagore, Velipalayam, Negapatam), and not passing through income-
yielding places. :

9. The road is an important railway feeder, and carries more traffic than any single road of
its length in the district. It is a much better and more expensive road than would be required
for purely Municipal purposes, particularly as the trade from Nagore is of small amount in the
wet weather. At other times a sand road, such as those all over the district, would suffice, and
will have to suffice, I think, if the Government withdraw the Local Fund contribution. The
metal road, particularly after the abolition of the professional tax, will be beyond the means of
the Municipality. :

10. The large amount of betel-nut imported yearly at Nagore passes to the railway for
distribution to the district and- elsewhere, and the salt from Vedarniem is carried to the north
and west of the district along this road but neither pays any toll, the one entering by sea and

the other by the canal.
11. This question was before ths Government (though not perhaps as prominently as now) in

11867, and their Procecdings, Nos. 295 and 414, dated the 11th and 27th of May of that year, fully
- recogni 4" ne -

O e properly waintainable from Municipal
funds. The C. .musewn remiains of the same opmnion, and is confident that if the facts are
placed before Government it will not appear that there is no just cause for complaint as to the
insufficiency of the Local Fund grant. If, however, allowed to collect tolls from carts leaving the
railway yard and from salt boats at a rate calculated on their capacity compared with that of
carts, and to have a share of the Port Fund, the Municipality will be content to give up claims to

aid from the Local Fund Board,

(True Copy.)
(Signed)  D. ARBUTHNOIT,
President.

Submitted to Government with referenco to Board’s Proceedings, dated 20th Fclruary

1874, No. 435, paragraph 3. ;
9, The question is whether the Negapatam Local Fund Board should contribute Rupees

3,000 to the Negapatam Municipality for a road.
3. The arguments pro and con are stated clearly by the President, and the Board agree

with him that the contribution cannot be fairly claimed and should not be allowed.

(True Copies and Extract.) .
‘ (Signed)  J. GROSE,
Secretary.

-~

emerEmecte=u—r

No. 228. OrpER THEREON, 26th June 1874, No. 1072.
The Government concur with the Board of Revenue and the President, and decline to modify
their previous orders on the subject, : ;

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.
To the Board of Revenue, ,
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which T now forward it 1
S ol ;.;zlde:t:s c:ea'r that the Local Fund Board agree with the Commissioners
esolution, It should, however, be observed that all the members

present except one, wh
, when the resolution wa 5 ici
that gentleman digsented from the decissions (R R Ry g

8.

In his present
etter 3
of the r Mr. Stokes, on behalf of the Commissioners, requests a re-consideration

opinion expressed :
(1) In estimatingbfh‘io::mm;m in the order above referred to for the following reasons:—
penditure on roads, account should be tsken of the Road Cooly

Establishment, the Overseer’s salary, the lighti
» the lighting and watering. Moreover, the expenditure on

roads in the year 1872-7:
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unicipality, alth :
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tire income from tolls was not expended on communications alone.

(3.) Tt is true that N

at Nega 2 >
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the Municipality. way, and the salt brought down by the canal pays no toll to

. (%) The maintenance of Roa
Rupees 1,000 a mile,
] 9.
bution fr
shown th
income (

d No. 36 i .
36 is very expensive, and requires an allowange of nearly

These arguments :

B Tt B :cl)ﬁl:;);t if})]eem t};) establlsl.n the right of the Commissioners to the contri

at the income from tolls dcriyv davc applied for. Mr. Stokes has doubtless conclusively

Larived i o Khtoe o ed by the Negapatam Municipality is much less than the

that the maintenance of the urce by other towns of about the same size and population i
road is very expensive ; but this does not amouitt; 0 pfgving t.hn; any

deficit.in their i

. Ar.income should be m

e a }

m the Act it is true which 1s de good by a contribution from Local Funds, There is nothing
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;m roads fl.lone, but it is evidyentlyw zﬁl]mperatwe]y that the income from tolls should be expended
1ave their particular requir y reasonable that each particular class of t -org should
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- railway yards, whi
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in question, but it is clear that it is this trafic that pays the toll, and it cannot be said that
the amount of this tax is less than the sum required for keeping the road in good order.

11. It must also be observed that no contribution is paid by the Commissioners to the Local
Fund Board towards maintaining the roads outside the limits of the Municipality, and no toll is
levied by the Local Fund Board on traffic leaving the town. .

12. Mr. Stokes states that if allowed to collect tolls from carts leaving the railway yards,

and from salt boats at a rate calculated on their capacity compared with that of carts, and to

have a share of the Port Fund, the Municipality will be content to give up claims to aid from the
Local Fand Board. This proposal is clearly untenable. To levy a toll on carts leaving the
ch are situated within the limits of the Municipality, will be altogether contrary
to the provisions of the Muniecipal Act, and before the Commissioners put in a claim for levying a
toll on salt boats, or to have a share in the Port Fund, they will have to undertake the maintenance
of the salt canal and the improvement of the Negapatam harbour, and if they do so they will
find that their financial position will not be bettered by the arrangement.

13. Though I cannot admit that the Commissioners have any_claim to aid from Local Funds

on account of Road No. 36, still as the road extends to nga.rly gix miles within the Municipality
and passes through & portion of the town which does not pay much in the way of taxes to the

Commissioners, and as the Local Fund Boar
and looking to the present reduced income of the Municipality, I would not have objected ; but I
have just now learned that the Commissioners, in order to make good the deficit caused in their
income by the abolition of the professional fax as ordered by Government with the view of lighten-
ing the pressure of local taxation, propose tolevy the tolls for the coming year at double the present
rates, or in other words at the maximum rates allowed by law. This must have the effect of
raising the amount of tax paid by the traffic of the circle when entering the town to double the

recommend that the claim of the Commis-

present amount. Under these circumstances I cannot
sioners should be allowed. 7
both the Local Fund Board and the Municipality I have made

14, As this matter concerns |
is reference through the Board of Revenue instead of direct o0 Government as I originally
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Excrosoee No. 1., -
Vice-Prosident, to the Hon. D. ARBUTHNOTT, President of the

From H. J. STOKES, Esq.,
; Tanjore District, dated Negapatam, lst December 1873,

Municipal Commission,
No. 217.

In forwarding & copy ofar

T have the honour to address you on

of IRoad No. 36 in this Municipality.

-

esolution passed at the las Meeting of the Municipal Commission,

the subject of the Local Fund grant towards the maintenance

2. Before the receipt of the resolution of Government the Local Fund Board, of which I am
; for this road for 1874-75 from Rupees 1,200 to

_President, had already incre the grant :
::l: eezr?OSO . one member (who ;?;d the only member present who did not also belong to the
N ; ‘ata.z'n Municipal Board) objecting on the grounds now taken by Government. 1 shall state
m:gxm- why the inks these grounds to be untenable, in the hope that when the

Government have the ly before them their opinion may be modified.

3, The Government observe that the whole expenditure on communications amounted to only
R pee; 8,600, or about Rupees 1,200 less and are of opinion therefore
[ il

than the income from tolls,
g case to receive aid frou Loeal ~unds, pariicularly as Negapatam, is

t?;‘p?: ‘t‘go::bome trade, an affic of a wide area beyond the town.

a ]

¥ three uguments can,

4 the tolls thus fall on the tr
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th ‘::ount ::oovidad in the budget for repairs was Rupees 9,360, and had this been expended it
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1y what we actually realized by tolls ; ‘
'ml:pl:::e:e:e:::;y“ The reason of this was that my locum {enens, Mr, Happell, treated the
was . : ‘

Municipality th
question clear
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i s . TPru ‘
S S Sl

5
]
:‘.
3
o
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:ﬁa;(rl:il:\ ar :ﬁann:rdwhlfh dxﬁ'eredlfro‘m that which had been in vogue up to his arrival. He found
s 01; th}; ng! 0 ; rc:r(t z:, :ndt;f:mkmg’ I presume, that they needed little repair restricted expen-
PP s;)em i m;;nr ?f April, May, and June, Ifind from the Ledger that Rupees
ek hind : 1 ropairs. Mr. Happell arrived in July, and from that month till the
accounta buria:i, aft;t; which I resumed charge, Rupees 2,225-2-6 only was expended on this
o w.a s :dngo; a;{;cc als:) (qs part of the same policy) the permanent Road Cooly Establish-
pees 224 to Rupees 150 t
M T p per mensem, and the consequence was that the
S g actualyﬁd pax;(:' , and enhanced expenditure afterwards necessitated. This is
s S wasouri eing 8o much less than the budget ; and it was not so because the
P and Ao r,;i) required, T.hc amount (Rupeces 5,862) spent on repairs does not
£l ‘mdery‘ ‘_‘zcsl 1s}1metlc:, on which Rupees 2,150 was expended within the year. This
s sert;:e:n.s, . bu.t has be.en expended on the roads, and by far the greater
o oy t;h ,l ;Jt a 1t.18 fairly debitable along with the repairs against the income
i ;m Mmal,,ex e Z.ter applicable exclusively for road purposes. If this figure be added
iy ot (fe;)n 1dudred of Rxfpees 8,012 on repairs of roads (to which a share of the
stk cwibsion t; ::t e )f, agfuns't Rupees 9,876 received from tolls. The cost of lighting,
e e bﬁ,wu :W:; )er ; ‘;';uch is so egsentia.l on our roads in the hot weather to prevent
Sy y) should be taken into account in any estimate of the expenditure
5. i
excmswegu:rtl:;?nxli x:z :;:Z:nd it:] rzu::c;s:a dthat ;‘Ize ;:Ixcome derived from tolls is to be applied
s 8. @ Municipal Act (Section 38) authorizes tolls
t,;b; il::(;ef(;omf:;'l tj;e purposes of the Act,"”” and the funds required for the purpose)s of the Act may
AR Yia o T oron datived s HEE b i ity 1o et
: : m tolls sho e applied mainly to roads, but
nho(; t;c:tx('::z;t::e;:come xln:ixg be the sole som:ce of funds for all the expenses ofythe Munici:::lit;n
el i fei:ver aid down thfit the income from tolls was to be spent mainly on roa,ds:
Mg 5;';“ ,. vet yefa; after this Municipality had begun to collect tolls, the Government
ol brgine “gs a:h of “uﬁpees 4,990 towards the maintenance of Road No. 36, and did not
o ﬂ;e gmm;e . ; ; m(fmx?e from tolls was not spent on roads, this was any reain for
R t.h'e e olmmxssxoners are of opinion that the tolls, as the other rates and ﬁxel.
A e ui?i:aﬁlfurnges of 'iho A'ct, afld look to an increase in them as one of the
o ‘ up the deficit which will arise from the abolition of the professional
6, Aast i 5
D Wisel‘iizz:p;:ai ;)etll?g a depdt for sea:-bf)rne trade, and the tolls thus falling on the
i e mi : ; town, the Commissioners do not think that this represents the true
g beyom.i ik y ; 0 servefi general.ly that the tolls in every town fall on the traffic of a
sty Me:j:, ut that inland this area surrounds the town on all sides ; whereas in
o ot i o.ut: away. The Govar'nment probably think that the goods brought to
i it E A ﬁ;\'ro .1t; an advat.ltnge over inland towns. Our chief export is paddy and rice,
rohaliosgag Zeth xs. ;s ll)lroughb—tntu the towr.x by rail and consequently pays no toll. It 18
T Al advzr :; all the good§ brought in for export did pay toll, this would give a sea-
o7 4 e n :geh(?ver an.mland one ; for the latter is equally a distributing centre,
3 T dzof : ) v'e icles which have to pay toll on entering before they can return from
hion % produce ; w?erga& ?sea-port town has not the same advantage of carts entering
i tsrn wit px:oduce, }?ecause it distributes mainly by ships which pay no toll. That these argu-
v lllutstx: noft illusory is best shown by a com.pa.rison of the averaze amount of tolls collected of
ree years at the same rates as in this Municipality, in Tanjore and Combaconum towns
of nearly equal population. ’
Tanjore - (population 52,356) collected Rupees 1,567 per mensem.
Combaconum (,, 43,162) k. abT
Negapatam (,,  48,689) ,, ” 836

'IN-.)

placed before G
" insufficiency of
and from salt boats at a rate caleulated on their capacity compared with that of

endeavoured to answer the arguments of the Government resolution in favour:

7. 1 have above e il
and will proceed to show why the Municipality thinks

of stopping the Local Fund contribution,

itself entitled to this contribution. &)
8. Road No. 36, extending for six miles from the west gate to the Karikal frontier, 18-

1t is extremely expensive, and a great part of it is not in atown. Itis
ing of six inches of laterite. This metalling has to be

brought by rail from Tanjore and costs Rupees 2-8-3 per cubic yard. We estimate tha.t on an.
average to keep up the roads, as they should be :kept up would cost %,poo_Rupees a mllle per
annum, and we have about twelve miles of road in the Negapatam Municipality. A l:f.tente road
of this kind requires constant attention, as if once allowed to deteriorate its destmct1on'foll?ws
rapidly, and hence the necessity of keeping up a permanent road establishment. Of the six miles

d 2 half do not pass any houses, but are in fact district road

of Road No. 36 about two miles an i -
connecting geparate towns (Nagore, Velipalayam, Negapatam), and not passing ol oo

yielding places.

peculiar in two ways. :
made of sand veneered over with a coat

9. The roa and carries more traffic than any gingle road of
its length in the dist d more expensive road. than would be req.uired
for purely Municipal pu%)/see, particularly as the trade from Nagore 13 of ‘small amount in the

hose all over the district, would suffice, and

wet weather. At other times 2 sand road, such as t d su
will have to suffice, 1 think, if the Government withdraw the Local Fund contribution. The

metal road, particularly gter the abolition of the professional tax,

the Municipality. ' ;
unt of betel-nut imported yearly at Nagore passes to the railway for

10. The large amo’y
ﬁ,‘nd' elsewhere, and the salt from Vedarniem is carried to the north

distribution to the distric |
and west of the distric flong this road but neither pays any toll, the one entering by sea and

d is an important railway feeder,
rict. It is a much better an

will be beyond the means of

the other by the candl. " _ :
" 11. This question Was before the Government (though not perhaps as prominently as now) in
roceedings, Nos. 295 mdg«i;m the 11th and 27th of May of that year, fully

i 30 sugh nok properly mtaiaable from Municipal
i# same opinion, and is confident that if the facts are
overnment it will not appear that there is no just cause for complaint as to the
the Local Fund grant. If, however, allowed to collect tolls from carts leaving the

railway yard B : . R
and to have a share of the Port Fund, the Municipality will be content to give up claims to

¢ Local Fund Board.

carts,
aid from th (True Copy.)
(Signed)  D. ARBUTHSOIT,

President.

SppuITTED tO Government With reforence to Board’s Proceedings, dated 26th February

7 5, paragraph 58. :

18742, l\?l-‘h‘t'gq;e’;tion is whether the Negapatam Local Fund Board should contribute Rupees
0(5().t-0 the Negapatam Maunicipality for a road.

3, ,3 he arguments P70 and con are stated clearly by the President, and the Board agreé

with him that the contribution cannot be fairly claimed and should not be allowed.
b’ ; (True Copies and Extract.)

y to Government, Financial Department.

. iof Secretar,
To the Ach.l;g ?:’; 5 Local Fuand Boards, Tanjore District.

Sceretary.
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