U.R.0. 1—77,006—3-5-37;
o . B
(1) Number of pages :
(2) Date of repair _Z.éL 4“/&0 .

3y Initials of the Referencer

. e
o e ‘
| : ) "

' MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

Government of Madras.

— vz DEPARTMENT.

"-

'_"G.o. No. =‘  /0/0 fo

| b e




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
‘ 17th June 1874, . ,
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© Read the following papers:— g
No. 124,

'_;If‘xom*é. MacGREGOR, Esq., President of the Municipal Con;miési(;n, ‘
ut, ¢ the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to

nt, Fort St. George, dated Calicut, 16th Mareh 1874, No. 39 :—

1 have the honour to forward the Budgot Estimate of the Calicut Municipality
for 1874-75, together with a letter from the Vice-President explaining the vari-

ations under each item of receipts and expenditure compared with that of
1873-74.

9. The only point that calls for remark is the proposal of the Comm issioners
to assess paddy-lands, and to raise the present rate of House and Land Tax from five
to its maximum rate, seven-and-a half per cent., to meet the deficit caused by the
repeal of Tax on Arts, Trades, and Professions. ¥

3. The Vice-President has conclusively shown that no corresponding reduc-
tion can be made in the expenditure, and the deficit can only be met by resorting
to some other mode of taxation.

4. Asa good deal still remains to be done in the shape of New Works and
Sanitary improvements, 1 trust that the proposals of the Commissioners will meet
with the approval of Goyernment.

_ 5. The Tncome from Tolls in Calicut is small owing to certain local causes
and the Profession-tax was one of the main sources of revenue. Even with it th;
average taxation amounted to only 9 Annas and 10 Pies per head.

From P. A. COLE, Esq., Vice-President of Municipal Commission, Calicut, to A. MacGREGOR,
Esq., President of the Municipal Commission, Calicut, dated Calicat, 11th March 1874,
No. 28.

1 have the honour to forward estimates of sums proposed to be raised and expended in the
Calicat Municipality during the year 1874-75, and statement called for in G.O., dated 12th
December 1871, No. 1854,

9. The income from Profession-tax has been omitted in framing the Budget.

The sum of Rupees 3,000 shown under that head is the probable outstanding balance which
will remain uncollected at the close of the current official year. ‘ :

3. You are aware that the abolition of the Profession-tax would reduce the income of the
Municipality by more than Rupees 7,000 a-year, and a corresponding reduction cannot be made in
the expenditure without impairing the efficiency of the Commissioners’ work. i 2

(a.) The only alternative left to them is to resort to some other mode of taxation to meet
the deficit caused by the repeal of the Profession-tax. PR :

(b.) They have accordingly proposed to assess the paddy-lands which are now exempt even
from the payment of Land-cess. The amount which the Commissioners roughly estimate under this

head is Rupees 1,000. T ; % Lo
(¢.) They have also proposed to raise the present rate of House and Land Tax from five to

its maximum rate, geven-and-a half per cent., which will probably yield Rupees 6,300.

4. If the above proposals are sanctioned, which they trust will be done, the Commissioners

will be able to carry out improvements which are needed in the shape of new roads, &e.
cipts being the same as last year call for no remarks.

5. The other items under rec
6. Gaant I., Bzpenditure.—~The sum of Rupees 6,500 provided in the Budget are for new

roads which are much wanted. ;
Repairs.—Within the limits there are about thirty-six miles of roads, over most of which

there is heavy traffic.
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—

e Independent of these the Commissioners have from the commencement of next year to maintain

¢ight miles of the coast road which lie within municipal limits and which have been hitherto main-
 tained by Local Boards. - LS .
% _ They have, therefore, allotted Rupees 8,462 under this head. <50
A e o Graxnt 11, Education.—The figures entered under this head are taken fmmtﬁe state-
- ment furnished by the Inspector of Schools. The amounts for Normal and Municipal Schools are
based on the actuals of the current year, - A g CRER M o Tk

8. Grawt 1L, Civil Dispensary and Leper and Small-pos: Hospitals.—There is a decrease
under this head which is due to the figure for 1873-74 having been over-estimated.

Provision has been made for another Hosp
as the Civil Surgeon strongly urges the ne
Commissioners request that a caste native be

the deficit charge that has to be borne by
respectively.

9. Vaccination—An inereased allotment of Rupees 130 has been made to meet charges of
extra vaccinators, should there be an oceasion for emp

: loying them, '
- 10.  Registration.—The decrease under this head is due to the fact of the Commissioners

e

ital Assistant on Rupees 25 for the Civil Dispensary,
cessity for it owing to the amount of work. The

appointed. It will be seen from Statment I.-A that
Local and Municipal Boards amounts to Rupees 8,525,

seriptory work owing to the repeal of the Profession-tax.

6 e | V. Oonservancy.—The amount is the same as last
12, Geraxr IV.—Raupees 1,288 have been allotted for lighting the town, as ordered in para-

graph 7 of G.0., dated 27th December 1873, No. 1896, reviewing the annual report for last year.
13.  Graxr V.—Reductions are also made under this head, v

year, and no reditction can be effected.

at an e 1 0sals of the Commissioners for
assessing paddy-lands, and inereasing the rate of House and Land Tax, as you will see from the
above that no reduction of expenditure can be '

effected under the several heads to meet the deficit
caused by the withdrawal of Profession-tax.

————

No.126. ' Muxors by the Hon: W. ROBINSON, ., dated 18 i
I regret that I cannot agree to this draft. ‘

‘2. The suspension of the Professional tax will deprive the Municipali ty of Calicut
of Rupees 7,000 a-year—a very moderai.;e license or income tax from the large commer-
cial and professional community of this wealthy Sea-port fown.  That the Clommis-
gioners cannot meet the retrenchment without serious def:ﬁment to public interest
might well be anticipated, and facts before us show conclusively that such is the case.

3. The Commissioners propose very little more expenditure on Public Works
than in the last year—total expenditure in 1873-74, 13,950 Rupees ; proposed in
1874-75, 14,962 Rupees—and hoth the Commissioners and President consider the

i ) F] . 3 g v |

W"th reference to the remark made by PrOPOS.‘-"d new communications and strefatg
N'g}:E;Qllency the President, I may notice very important. Indeed I ean conceive

ds *“ Moplah Town "’ was g impolitic than to arrest such
i ghe us'etlf fr?fzr:ﬁzes to ﬂIl)e well-known nothll?g s l'mP' lah Town like Calicut
?fﬁ,‘im’ w;f the quarters inhabited by this work in a close Moplah To e Lalicut.
0

& sect and the special and exceptional need 7 .., 515t g [ittle surprised to find that it

e :ﬂ:;e;fe f;;;ggxg R eral e is proposed by this draft to arrest all
ever s

progress in this direction now and apparently for all future time.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
17th June 1874.

4. Grant II., Education, is reduced from Rupees 3,240 in 1873-74 to Rupees

9,390, and Grant IIL., Sanitation, from Rupees 19,713 in 1873-74 to Rupees 17,190,
) )

Both retrenchments ought to be deprecated.

5. In order to meet the deficit and avoid entire‘ co-llapse of pu?)l.ic ix.npro:;almez‘;t,

the C(;mmissioners propose to assess the rice-land within ﬂ.le Mumc1pah?y——i fre z
i burden, which equitably belongs to the commereial and professiona classe

e on the’ already sorely-burdened (by Imperial Land-tax) landed propne’?ors
i tovim’t I object to this absolutely as an unfair distribution of taxation.
e Cu'ltwa Zri- is inequitable to remit a most reasonable and ancient form of public
. Sub.mlt 'thab1 the nog-agricultural inhabitants to the public burden, viz., the Moterfa
con]?’?(z':z:i):n-tix and to endeavour to recoup in part the deficit created thereby by
or

burdening the cultivating classes. I would disallow this increased taxation.
E Biin g

6. The Commissioners also propose to further burden the 1.10u3e p;(;pelity ofl 11}11:
: d to levy the maximum rates allowed by law. I submit t.haf: this also o g
K in order to meet a deficit deliberately created by rehevm.g that port%on
nf(‘) ilf: ;gp(lilc;;l:i(:: which is generally the wealthiest and most prosperous in a town like
0

Calicut. ' . .
7. T submit that there is no equitable way of meeting the difficulty save that
of cont.:inuing the Professional tax which I maintain should be done.

8. I mustavow that I see noinconsistency in g0 doing. ..Any incons;s’g«a.nlcy t‘::?(:z
: ed, lies, I submit, in abrogating the deliberate act'lon .of the legislatrre
g Lich,experience is now showing cannot be maintained without serious
1 ma?mert tWthe ublic interests. And believing as I do that the abeya?ce mtfs’o—ev.en
fiet.l‘m‘le;d Zn novl;——prove but temporary, I am anxious to avoid the difficulties which
fx-i;:sil:s; this country from frequent changes of policy.

(Signed) ~ 'W. ROBINSON.

No.126.  Mmuvrs by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 22nd April 1874.
0. : ~

ici ith forty-four miles of road, on the repair of .\Yhich Bup?m
; Mu:m?:;e?w::n:;t be saifl to be in any ordina?'y sense a Mumclpgl town ill-
6,94(') v 'fh})' ads" and if such an amount of roadmaking as has thus occurred ecannot
A f roas r,oads will do it, the evil designs of Moplahs (from w.]'mom I may
S ;rhave never heard that there was ever any serious danger in C'a’hcut.),
o Fhat unt of it will do so. I cannot but think that roaflmakmg in this
g c(.mcewab-le ;::Oabsence of any really complete and efficient control) is a fertile source
P;::i::f?; E::penditm‘e ; and I entirely approve of the draft.
()

i i ted to little more than one-fifth of the
ds the Profession-tax, 1t amoun . : At Y
“d rega;tion which affords no ground for making i efxceptmp to 1t§ ttxsc:lx:
W, II)ioils);o:a, tax of which (as I think) the theoretical evil is only equalled by the
tinuance.
ion 1 ich it i Ily held,
tion in which it 1s generally
g (Signed) HOBART.

>
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Rupees 9,000 from the Tax on Arts, Trades, and Professions, The expenditure
in the year appears to have been about Rupees 40,000,

2. - The Commissioners ex

pect to begin the current Year 1874.75 with a
balance of Rupees 2,000

»and propose to raise g revenue of Rupees 36,765, recouping

al tax by raising the
eductions of expenditure, The proposed

3. The abolition of the Profes
existence of arrears) of only Rupees
Rupees 9,000, or nearly one-fourth o

sional tax entails a net |
6,000 this year, hut next
f the annual income,

4. This is manifestly 4 very serious state of affairg,
and the President (who is Collector and Maoi
Calicut knows it well) unite in declaring tha
effected in the expenditure,

088 (owing to the
year the loss will be

The Commissioners

of municipal taxation. In parts it i
additional streets, which are absolut
inhabitants. No one who has not g
» noisome condi;
inhabited by the lower classes, WI}O are chiefly Moplahsg,
has misapprehended the meaning of my honourable colleagn
to the Moplahs of Calicut. They are orderly and Peaceabl
of the coast generally, though of course they cannot regard us with Bt Ting
affection, seeing that we have ousted them ?‘mm the.lr_ Supremacy and are infidels
in their estimation. But theyare an industrious, thnvmg, well-to-do class, peaceable
P iet. They are the chief inhabitants of the towns (as the higher classes of
an.d s . Mal }17331« live on their properties), and the lower classes are congregated
Hindoos i aa}‘ laces as I have described, and Mr. Robinson’s remarks, ag |
fopgihergian lpa;e reference to the necessity of improving these quarters of the
s AR Ith and comfort of the inhabitants, and not with the
town, for the ?ake of the hea 1))11 subjects which they now are. I have dwels at
idfaa of rendemr}ng tl:lnoslz‘j;{c;:nt for Roads—only £650 in this large.and populous
this length on t_te,p thre)a only item in"which it is possible at any sacrlﬁlc;e tfo r;:;k«;
town—beca.use i der to recoup the loss of Rupees 6,000 by ﬂfe = :SSIThae
any reduction, 11; OIRe airs is Rupees 8,462, which includes esta.blxs.hm?nl.{ e
tax‘. e gmntE(; rcai‘.il(:))n is only Rupees 2,320. That for Samtatm(;ltls Couli)ser-
:;s;%%mi?zvﬁ::h R:pees 9,050 is devoted to Hospitals, and Rupees 7,500 to
) b

I think Hjg Lordship
e’s remarks in regard
€, 83 are the Moplahs

»

lings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
et 17¢th June 1874.

g d that somewhat more than Rupe.es
vancy. As to oy former;;i:;s:n]::, r;?f x:tll)leerre than taxation; a“,d e gttirulﬁ’
5,500 is denv?d Tamg oderate provision for such a placc? as (:Ja-hcut an Lvuah-t ,
on the face of it, ﬁ!_’vvery dﬂll) - . o }313 opinion were sought.
I am euré, be si:::}aa::iﬂiié and do nof need separate notice. _ >
o o) I am satisfied that the loss of revenue by t(llle Prc:i elslrl

5. For these l'easonsof income be wholly withdrawn—rnust _be made gl'I(:ioWi“
sional tax—if 1;1118; SO‘;;’]‘; loss, as I have said, is Rupees 6,000 this year, a
some way or Othct.

) - . -

i d Sanitation.
airs, Education, an 2 e
g i " being the case, the question is Wh.lch is the bes:i ;m::; exmndpthe
5 rlhl:hee P%ofession-tax wholly or partially, or to r
tinue Ity .
g ?1052 :ax as proposed by the Commissioners
O -

o ion-tax, so far as the
. f retaining the Profession-tax,

hole I am in favour gy - ks, a wealthy
& 0111 ths?e:v are concerned. Calicut is, as Mr. Robmsox:l ren;ar ;,a g
well-to-d‘? ; : ; n : this is sufficiently proved by its large.tr& e,f Zaxation which
Propueatiion t};e large revenue in stamps and those items o o Ll
by rail, and by in a community. It is the headquarters of the. dis 11;10 5 ATPE,
betoken wealth lll)lr:nch : a number of merchants connectt_?d Wlt}‘ £ le coof S P
g joom o> fcated t];ere; and, in short, thereis a (.:onmderalz ec aSZt N
of Wy naad ar:fe(c:tly able to bear their share of mummpfal taxatlo:v.h St

do persons pe f. re numerous class of persons ;

3 : Isewhere, a far mo : —falls with
time there 15, as ehm:m a H’ouse-tax—inasmuch as they must have gzlgiiiv o
o anIdtoht'lnv]: it is wrong policy to relieve the former }(1311:;8: limProfessiona] e
severity. = e His Lordship remarks that the

7 the latter. 18 : : lar as all

burden of taxat:OE ¢ Such is not my experience or belief. It is ulnpopria{;:le i

generally dete(; v(;e.hear more of it than we do of other taxes be'cause t 108ethe Soaies

e es

taxation 1s, ;11’1 to make themselves heard. So farasmy expenen::; %‘Oke:i ek

Mo ah ‘zhe fairest in our opinion—is the one most generazg .18 2 el ythe rate
tax—thoug . it has been very moderately imposed,

: f it, because it has ; : the case

We have heatitli h}::;llz ;)v tlh’e maximum and the valuation extfemely lov;r ; !I;u::i : :en 7

being genelfad)’ hen. owing to the abolition of the Professmn'-tax,fwro T

will be altere vYnur:l el FequELh i T LR valuau: ; Otitl))n per head is

. r -
jinpiene max:hat even including the P ’Of‘essm.n-tax ht - toav:Zs of Iiike impor-
Collect‘z 335: and 10 Pies, which compared W;,tlf]; Ot'tl?f;r the Collector nor the
but 9 Anna it will be observed that nei -

p derate, and it wi Selan ot e Rt C1 s uvidiaw
tance 1s very mo isfaction at the abolition of the 1mp :
e A ss any satisfactio e Nit A rontiief bR oRb o et

Commissioners expre J f some other Municipa 5

‘ ested in the case o : ing the poorer classes
ever, as i hztxlvg;“cglisses which can well afford to Ilz?y l(ti’_ ex:m::f:;% b bpgrden. Iby
sion-tax to-th e & he most equitable adjustm

its. This will be the 3 ; . Government
as the law Pegmltste the importance of consistency in the pohc}t" :fl:h;?rofessiOD'taX:
no meanls un ;I‘Il‘adeprecated the summary discontu.lu;nce to ke
and, althoug ¢ in every case in which greater in] 3 =
iesced in the measure i v . t. Calicut
Lo qmﬁ:ﬁi r;:ulted from adhering to it than from departing from i

M\
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is one of the few exceptional cases in whi

’ h, as I beli -
adk o g : 1ch, as 1 believe, the i i
adv:;ltzg to ﬂ;g pollcy will Pe very great, and will fax"‘ vovétgi:g reizltmg fl:()m
4 B I cannot think we should be justified for th S5 fron posmlzle
ency in insisting on the abolition of the Professio-ﬁ-tai 2 ; 2 of R e
burden on house property. » and throwing the whole

8. ; i :
e beiiztr sfic{bmson, I obs.erve, objects to the paddy-lands within municipal
g subjected to taxation. They are exempt from Land-cessin consequ 1*1)03

3 e

of being within muniei imi

S pal limits ; and asthe 1 its

should not pay thei < ¢ 1aw permits it, I do not

BCag pay their share of municipal taxes, Pro COTRORE N e why they
perty in houses, perty in land is quite as valuable

9. I, hOWever,
tax

ssional tax as I advocate
proposed, i : . issi :
3 15 3 L, in my beli ] .the Commissioners have

Pse 1nto unpopular inefficiency. » 1t the Municipal Commission is not

(Signed)  J. D. SIM.

.
——

No. 128. l\I]VUTE b *
3 His Excell
Ond Mq 187Y4. cellency the COMMANI)ER-IN-CH[EF dated
) 2

v no hard and fa.sl; ll.ne 0
qnestlon of the E l‘OfQBSiOﬂ-taX in Municipalities
With, in others its retention see i

ms
: . absolutely nec

Inf policy can be applied to this
S ome 1t can be well dispensed
sary to the vitality of municipal

2. I fear the withholding of permission to |

paralyzing the efficient working of Municipal institut:cme s

wealthy, and populous town. ?Deprivix:x:lfa;lgztg:::;; in Calicut—an important,
new roads, amounts in fact to depriving it of great mean of the.mea.ns of making
no doubt the roads alluded to as new oy sanifation, for I have
: : i are generally works required f. :

ing and straightening of old streets or the formation of Sf.l‘eetsqi i wu.len-
irregularly built over. These are sanitary measures of th: eéofd? d lobalities
providing for increased ventilation, and simplifying drainage opera ti:ana i’:lglortance,
when hitherto it has been impossible. It is difficult to over-estimate the vz.lf “tur:
works such as these. The remarks by the Army Sanitary Commission (rec::ﬂo
received) on Mr, Gover's report on the Census of the Town of Madras prove tz
us the value of such operations. Our honourable colleague, Mr. Sim, shows the
in Calicut for works of this nature. I, therefore, concur
n that we should not withdraw from this Municipality the
ut, and would further agree with him in his proposal to
so far as the wealthier classes are concerned.

evy this tax would go far towards

necessity which exists

with him in the opinio
means of carrying them o
retain the Profession-tax,

3 "4'“’-'.",..-;' # (Signed) FREDq P- HAINES.

B SR ST

A R P AP P N A

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
17th June 1874.

No. 129. Mixure by the Right Hon. the PRESIDENT, dated 20th May 1874,
 With reference to the minutes of my honourable colleagues upon this subject,
and eqpeclauy to that of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, I understand
that the continuance of the Profession-tax in this Municipality (which derives
rather more than one-fifth of its income from the tax) is advocated on the ground
that such continuance is necessary for the purpose, not of repairing roads already
made (that purpose being amply provided for already), but of making new roads.
In other words, it is proposed that the construction of new roads, in a Municipality
in which forty-four miles of road have already been constructed shall be continued
annually at a cost of at least Rupees 9,000 a-year. "I submit that to sanction
further taxation for a purpose which the mere statement of figures shows to be so
amply provided for, is to encourage the Municipality, at serious cost to the
inhabitants, in reckless and useless extravagance. In most of our Municipalities
we have abolished the Profession-tax; and we propose to retain it in this, where
nothing is more evident than that it is not needed. There have been Municipal
Budgets before us in which some case could certainly be made out for the excep-

tional retention of the tax, and in these we have invariably retained it. I submit
that the shadow of such a case has not been presented here,

9, If, in addition to its forty-four miles of road, this Municipality requires
o roads at an indefinitely recurring cost of Rupees 9,000 annually, it should be
with full explanation for what purpose it requires them; and in
is to me searcely conceivable that the necessity for such works is
ct should be provided for by borrowing, rather than by heaping
diture and taxation upon the present generation of inhabitants. -
should enter my protest against the course proposed if I

mor
required to state
the event which
shown, the obje
this load of expen

It is necessary that I
cannot hope for a reconsideration of it.

(Signed) ~ HOBART.

—

Misute by His Excellency the COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, dated
2nd June 1874.

With reference to the further minute by His Excellency the President, I
would submit that the construction of new roads which I advocate in the town of
Calicut is not for the increase of the mileage which now exists but is specially -
limited to the ¢ works required for the widening and straightening of old streets,
or the formation of streets in crowded localities irregularly built over ’—sanitary
measures in fact of the highest importance, the furtherance of which is the most

valuable feature in Municipal action in this country.

with His Excellency in thinking that the schemes for Muni-
fore us in greater detail than they are at present.

No. 130.

9. I fully concur
cipal works should be placed be

(Signed)  FRED. P, HAINES.
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Totl .. 4312 38705|

9. 1n reviewing the Budget for 1873-74, the

added that they trusted it might be found poﬁiﬁl@?’; do so’
expenditure rather than by proposals for an increase of other taxe

from the abolition of the Profession-tax, remarks that the Vic
conclusively shown that no corresponding reduction can be made in th

of Bupees 3,000 against ** Tax on Arts” is on account of arrears.

L
e A

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
17th June 1874.

v' s 1m is that an allotment of Rupees 6,500 is made in the Budget

# for é& roads which are much wanted. As the Municipality is stated to have already

forty-four miles of road requiring an allotment of Rupees 6,940 for repairs, Iis
P overnor in Council must decline to sanction any increase of taxation

Excellency the Gove . : . 0
for such a purpose without very much fuller explanation, which the President will

now submit, together with a map showing the existing roads and the new works
which it is now proposed to execute. The sum of Rupees 6,300 which it is expected
“to realize by raising the rate of House-tax must consequently be struck out, but as
 the paddy-lands within municipal limits are stated to be exempt from the paymeut
of Loval Fund Land-cess, the proposal to levy Municipal rates'thereon seems reason-
able, and is approved. : 2
3. Subject to the above remarks the Budgét is passed as submitted, the allot-
ment for new roads being struck out pending orders on the further report now

called for.
(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Acting Chief Seeretary.

Exd. J. H. French.
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