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Proceedings Qf the Madras Government, Financial Department,
5th January 1874.

Read the following :—

No. 873-E..
No. 10. - MEMORANDUM.

The Order of Government of the 27th November, No. 202, communicating an
Order in the Financial Department, No. 1501, dated 15th October last, has just
reached me, and I would submit that inconvenience is not unlikely to arise if irriga-
tion works are déalt with indirectly in orders relating to other matters, without
obtaining the opinions of those who are responsible for the state and efficiency of
the former.

2. Mr. Puckle’s proceedings with regard to the tank banks of Tinnevelly
appear to me to be altogether objectionable. The primary object of irrigation tanks
is irrigation, and there are probably plenty of placesin most districts where jungle
conservancy can be carried out without running the risk of destroying the irrigation
works. Only last year the bank of the Cauverypauk tank, which had been allowed
to become covered with jungle and undergrowth, had to be cleared at a very great
expense before dangerous slips, which had taken place, could be got at, and the
condition of the bund elsewhere ascertained. It may be remarked, also, that
Govérnment declined to allow this
outlay to be charged to Jungle Conser-
vancy Funds, Inthe same and other districts hundreds of tanks, which are in urgent
need of repair, cannot be got at because the old standing orders of the department
regarding the villagers keeping them clear of scrub jungle and prickly-pear have not
been attended to, and a very large expenditure will, I am afraid, be requisite o
make up for the neglect of many years.

3. Not only is the actual condition of the bunds of tanks unascertainable when
they are covered with jungle, but the presence of this renders them a secure harbour
for vermin of all sorts, which burrow into the earthworks, and thus lead to the
breaching of the tanks. The jungle on the Cauverypauk tank bund also not long
ago harboured, I was informed, some leopards.

4. The planting of the interior slopes of bunds with suitable grasses to break
the force of the waves, or with certain kinds of brushwood, where grasses are not
available, or the soil unsuitable, is very right and necessary, but it is manifestly not
requisite to plant the rest of the bunds which are not liable to the action of water.

5. The planting of trees on tank bunds is also objectionable, ard has, I believe,
always been held to beso. Decaying roots lead to leakage. Overturned trees tear
out largo-masses of earth, and do much damage, even if the tank be not breached.

6. The order as it stands also appears to be supposed to apply equally to the
Delta Canals. It will be better, in my opinion, to allow the Canal Officers to do their
best to make these answer the purpose for which they were intended, and not to
add artificial to the sufficiently numerous natural difficulties with which they have
to contend. Jungle is objectionable enough on tank bunds, but it would be still
more so on canal berms and banks, not only as greatly obstructing navigation, but
as interfering with and rendering more costly the necessary clearances, and making
inspections more difficult—an evil to be avoided at all hazards. 1 find it diflicult
enough as it is to get the orders regarding the clearing of canal banks and berms
fullv carried out, and though a great improvement in this respect has been effected

G.0., No. 1671, dated 26th June 1873.
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