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,Prdcéedi;zgé of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
' ; ~ 7th June 1873.

No. 73. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 7th
* -May 1873, No. 733 :—
: Read the following letters:—

From W. M. CADELL, Esq., Officiating President of the Local-Fund Board,
Tanjore District, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Vallam, 21st January 1873, No. 17.

Ix their Notification of the 4th October 1872, the Government were pleased"to
direct that the two Local Fund Boards in the Coimbatore District should be amal-
gamated into one, and after much and careful consideration ‘1 now venture to
submit whether the time has not arrived when a milar arrangement ought t0 be
carried out in the Tanjore District.

9. The district of Coimbatore comprises an oxtent of nearly 8,000 square
miles (7,991), while that of Tanjore contains considerably less than 4,000 (3,735),
or less than half of the area of the former; like Coimbatore it has a Railway
traversing its entire length, but dividing the district into northern and southern
divisions, and with the exception of the small village of Needamungalum (and
which is the real centre of the district), it cannot be denied but that Tanjore, and
which is the principal town and head quarters of the Collectorate, is most acces:
sible and convenient, 88 the Board are aware it can be reached from Negapatam
itself in less than three hours. | :

3, The reasons which led to the district being divided into two Local Fund
Circles would seem o have been chiefly that Tanjore was already divided into
two Judicial Zillahs, and that such an arrangement would prove to be a convenient
one; but in practice I would submit that the arrangement has pot proved 8
success, and that the disadvantages of having two Boards, two sets of budgets, and
two sets of periodical returns and reports, and in fact every general measure
having to be considered, and to pass through the ostablished routine twice Over,
are too apparent as to require any further remark. I would also beg to point
out that, practically, the greater part of the labour is thrown on this office, and for
‘all only the President is held responsible.

4. As regards the Negapatam Local Fund Circle, I would take leave to
“observe that since “its establishment sixteen meetings have been held, attended by
eighty-three members, which gives an average attendance of about five and a
quarter members at each meeting. Of the total of eighty-three members, forty
comprises the attondance of official members, and deducting these the number of
non-official members is only forty-three, or an average of considerably less than
three per meeting. 1f, however, from this last number, the attendance of two
members, one being at Negapatam and one close to it, be deducted, the attendance
of non-official members would only average about one and a half. e

5. As regards the attendance of official members at Negapatam, 1 would
peg also to state that I myself was only able to attond one meeting, the Head
Assistant likewise only one, and the Superintending Engineer five, and 1 have
the authority of Major Hasted, as well as of the Officiating District Engineer and
of -all the Covenanted Officers now gerving in the district, to state that it is their
ananimous opinion that the objects for which these Boards were established
would be far better attained by the amalgamation of the two into one central one
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From C. W. W. MARTIN, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of Tanjore, to H. J.
STOKES, Esq., Vice-President of the Local-Fund Board, Negapatam Circle, dated
Mayaveram, 6th March 1873, No. 52. )

I regret that I shall be unable to attend the meeting of the Local-Fund Board at Negapatam
on the 10th instant, but I request that this letter may be laid before the Board. I observe that
one of the propositions for discussion is the union of the Tamjore and Negapatam Local-Fund
Boards, and against that union 1 beg, in behalf of the talugs of Mayaveram and Sheally, to protest.
The result can be nothing but the diversion of a part of the very small available funds of this part
of the district to the part of the district lying next Tanjore, and to Tanjore itself. Incon-
venient as it is to the members of the Board residing near Mayaveram to attend meetings ab
Negapatam, it will be doubly inconvenient for them to go to Tanjore, and the result of their
absence will be of infinitely greater consequence ; for, instead of the expenditure of the Jocal allot-
ment being, as now, according to the wiches of the Negapatam Board and so at least on projects
somewhat near to home, the risk of the disposal of the whole allotment falling altogether into the
hands of Tanjore members of the Board from their being always in the majority at meebings
And what will be the probable consequence of the funds being managed by
The answer is that the consequence will be the same as has ensued in
by Board ; proposals will be received in greater numbers
t of funds, and larger funds will be allotted to the neigh-
bourhood of the place of meeting than to any other part of the d:strict ; this will leave a smaller
sum available for the remoter parts, and the diffieulty of squeezing out the funds will be increased
in proportion to the distance. These eastern talugs are in places lamentably off for communi-
cations, and a system ought at once to be devised for improving them in this respect, and I hope
before long to lay such a system before the Board for their approval as far as regards my own
talugs ; but if our funds are to be rendered more difficult of access, I utterly despair of doing

£ bridges to build before we can render the direct road across country

anything. We have numbers o
in any one direction accessible even to foot-passengers for the entire year, and these bridges will

require constant allotments, and are we likely to squeeze allotment after allotment out of a Board
meeting at Tanjore? I think not, and beg the earnest consideration of the meeting to the ques-
tion Lefore they relinquish the great right of standing alone and consent to a union of which, when

once accomplished, there will be no repeal.
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from persons near at hand for an allotmen
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will be submitted for the orders of
| (True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  J. GROSE,

Secretary.
No. 74. ORDER THEREON, 7th June 1873, No. 804.
The Governor in Council is not at present prepared to entertain this proposal.
(True Extract.)

Acting Under Secretary,
for Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. J. Wright.
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