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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
th June 1873.
No. 67. Rend‘ the following letter from II. S. THOMAS, Esq., Blagistl‘ate of
South Canara, to the Hon, W. HU DLESTON, Chief Secretary to Govern=
ment, Fort St. George, dated Mangalore, 20th May 1873, No. 725:—

1 hava the honour to reply to the vma:ginally‘»notgd Order of Gover: ment
regarding the necessity for the construe-
i3 tion of a Powder Magazine in the town
of Mangalore, for which the Municipality has provided®an allotment of Rupees 2,000
in their Budget. = ' :

2. Fro-m the returns kept in my office, it appears that the average quantity of
gunpowder, imported into the town of Mangalore annually, is about 3000 1bs. more
or less, caleulated on the actual imports for the last three years, but this quan-
tity is liable to ﬂuqtuation according to the actual demand for the article in the
l‘ocal market, and in one year (1869-70) it rose to as much as 6025 1bs. This
quantity is exclusive of another 1000 lbs. imported annually for the use of the
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G. 0, Gth April 1872, No. 460, Finl, Dopt.

time-gun. ‘

3. The quantity imported by the merchants on private account is stored by
them in casks or wooden boxes in common rooms of their warehouses in the bazaat
(all of which are, however, tiled), with usually no more precaution than is taken for
the safety of other goods in a warehouse. The quantity stored in each varics from
50 to 100 and 500 1bs. It appears that the powder is usually imported in tin canis-
ters of various sizes, and to this fact is probably to be attributed the general absence

of any accidents hitherto ; but, as the town does not enjoy immunity from fires,
explosions are not impossible, and in that case the destruction of life and property

would be great.
4. 'To guard against such a danger, T agree with the Municipal Commissioners

that it is desirable to havea separate storchouse in which all gunpowder imported
by native dealers can be stored, and that such powder should nob be allowed to lie
in the bazaars as it now does. Sections 521 and 528 of the new Criminal Proce-
dure Code cortainly empower the Magistracy to enforce better care and precaution
in storing such dangerous substances, but the Magistracy cannot always be expected
to watch every little storage in the bazaar, much less to anticipate & 4prospectivé
dangor such as may suddenly arise from the outbreak of fire in the town. Very
recently @ large warchouse in which firewood was stored was destroyed by fire in
close proximity to severdl other shops in which gunpowder is kept for sale, and,
had not the fire been geasonably extinguished by the firc-engines of the Muniei-
pality, the confagration would have been very extensive and serious. In the face
of suclt accidents, I am of opinion that the proposal of the Municipal Commissioners
ghould meet with the approval of Government. I apprehend no difficulty in
inducing the dealers to store their powder in a common Magazine under such
arrangemonts as may be made for the purpose, the provisions of Sections 521 and
528 of the (riminal Procedure Code being resorted to in the case of those who refuse
to do so. d 7 } !
5. But, while fully supporting the Commissioners’ proposal for a separate
Magazine {or the town, 1am not at all confident that they would be able to make
gatisfuctory arrangements for guarding and securing it from accidents ‘or any

misciiievous explosion of its contents. The place where they “propose to locate the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
Tth June 1873.

bm}dmg is far removed from the town, and the charge of the building will necessarily
be in th.e hz?r}ds of some ill-paid servant employed to guard it, and I much doubt
the advisability of placing such buildings in such doubtful keeping.
i 6. It egppears t‘f me thfst a preferabl@ and safer arrangement will be to erect
e proposed new building in close contiguity to the Regimental Magszine in the
town of Mangalove, where it can be under the direct eye of the Miliﬁry Officers
and to entrust the entire custedy to the Officer Commanding the Station. Such 8!:
arrangemex}t s‘eems to be the more desirable on political grounds, as, om occasions
of any puablic disturbance, the people can at once be cut off f:om all l:xea;m of mischief.
Beyond. the mere guarding of the Magazine, for which no additional sentries will
lge. reqm.red, no further trouble will be entailed on the Military authorities, a8 they
might simply be made responsible for the seals, while the storage and issu;s could

“be made by the Municipal Commissioners in accordance with such arrangements as

ﬁ?lgkt‘be sl'l‘ost_f!?uwnient to the former ; or, if the Military are nervous about their
<k Mag%zmab_emg endangered by the Municipal hkndling of their too contiguons
E"Wd"’{!'f'?ﬁ;}v}, powder could be given out by the Military it gue
a-’mon'th-at g ves once or twice
7. I 'gna:.nlmdﬁ the Officer Commanding regarding the feasibility of such
* Vide enclosed correspondence. an arrangement, but that officer entirely

To Officer Commanding Mang : . AR
a1at March 1873, No.gsm.“e‘lom, dated objects to any building for storage of

From Offcer hcfg"r?g?nding Mangalore, dated POWder being constructed in proximity
To Officer Commanding Mangalore, dated ol Pagimental Maggsine. for ™ we
mﬁfffhohéﬁirl%ﬁﬁ ga‘; d?gg'u tary and other obvious reasons” whiel,
17th May 1873, No. 195. Sl S RS Ay ot Sty o P
. - s
for the use of ‘the Police was proposed to ;:“::c‘::;“;: ‘t:;e:a:tz::n:: M;g:’ :Il::
E);)::L;T disallowed in G. O., dated the 19th June 1867, No. 2?36,’ Military
8. ;Although the reasons then urged by the Commanding Officer do not seem
to be.qmte a.pplicable to the present case in which the proposed Magazi e will be
practically, lf' not entirely, in the hands of the Military authorities, still since the
arrangement is not convenient to the latter, I see no other alternati\te but,to recom-
xfxer'td that the new Magazine be placed in some locality outside the cantonment
limits, .b.ut as near the Municipal Office as possible, so that it would be under better
supervision than if it were built on the Urva Maidan, where it would be nearly tw®
miles fromn the Municipal and Collector’s Offices. : .
‘ 9. Two sites are available for this purpose—one of whichis a small strip of
land facing the Regimental Messhouse at the southern extremity of the cantOi"
ment, and long ago excluded therefrom; and the other, apiece of unoccupied
Governme.nt ground adjoining the Collector’s Office onthe nor’th and forming portion
of the strip of Jand on which stands the Telegraph Office. i should much prefer
the former site to the latter as it is within 250 yards of the Regimental M agazine j
and, although the proposed Magazine would not be under the control of the Military
authorities, still it would in the case of any outbreak be under the eye and within
fire of the sentry watching the Regimental Magazine. The Commanding Officer;
however, objects to this site also as being contiguous to -the Messhouse and. the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
Tth June 1873.

Officers’ quarters, but that is an objection which applies with nearly equal force to
their own Magazine, which is necessarily in the midst of the cantonment. The second
site is, therefore, the only one to be selected, and I see no objection to the Powder
Magazine being placed there. The Treasury and Subsidiary Jail ‘guard of the

Collector’s. Office can also cursorily watch the premises, which are a few yards
distant therefrom. The ground will, however, have to e made over to the Muni-
cipality, and I request the sanction of Government to my doing so.

10. The only other sites which I can suggest are Sultan’s Battery, the Urva
Maidan, and the sandspit between the sea and the estuary. All these lie under
the same disadvantage that in case of an emeute any force required to guard them
would be entirely cut off from the main body, and they would probably have to be
abandoned to the rioters. If the Government concur that the proposed Powder
Magazine is required for storing the powder in the town, thaallatmen% pTOEiOﬂEd
by the Municipal Commissioners, which they have again T ypeated in their current
year’s budget, will require to be sanctioned, so as to admit of th ing
commenced as soon as practicable. =4

e

From . S. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of South Canara, to Colonel T. FFRENCH, Officer
: Commanding Mangalore, dated Ajekar, 91st March 1873, No. 362.

The Municipal Commissioners having proposed to build a Magazine for the safe storage of the
large quantity of gunpowder imported by the traders at Mangalore, the question arises as to which
would be the more preferable site for such a building—whether the Urva Maidan or Sultan’s
Battery, with a Police guard to watch it, or the parade ground under the surveillance of the Regi-
mental gnard. I am of opinion that, apart from the convenience of the traders, the latter site is
more desirable on political grounds, the bulk of the ammunition in the digtrict being thereby placed
entirely under the control of the Military authorities. The building can be erected in close
proximity to the Regimental Magazine, so as to admit of both being guarded by the same sentry,
and the keys deposited with one of your officers. Your people, however, need only look to the
geals, and will not be held responsible for the contents which can be stored and issued by an agent
of the Municipal Commissioners, according to such arrangements as may be most convenient to you.
The extra labour thus entailed on your people will, I think, be little, if any, and more than coun=
terbalanced by the advantage secured by it in 3 political point of view. I have, therefore, the
honour to request you will be so good as to inform me whether you have any objection to this
proposal, and if not, what arrangements you would desire to have made in connexion with it.

P

From Colonel T. FFRENCH, Officer Commanding Mangalore, to . 8. THOMAS, Esq., Magis-
trate of South Canara, dated Mangalore, 97th March 1873, No. 83. .

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 21st. instant, number and
e : subject as per margin, and ‘to 'stg,t.e, in reply, that

Roquesting to be informed if the Officer Commanding an- I object to the construction of 2 Powder Maga-
galove has any ohjection to the Maunicipal Commissioners o o proth- ty to the Regi mental Maga;z‘in -

coting & Magazi for storage of guu o *
;',,i?;z:m zfx:zil:si:t:ml Magazive. for Military and other obvious reasons already
fally st forth in Jetter from the Officer Commanding Mangalore to the Quartermaster-C eneral,

dated 25th May 1867, No. 109, published in G. 0., No. 2236, 19tk June 1867.

9. For the rest such a building could not be erected anywhere within the cantonment without
£ the Commander- in-Chief, paragraph 1293, Army Regaulations, beiug explicit on that

the sanction ©
point.




-

o

¥

'




i

Y/

101905

2PV

Jely vpaog
JuRg

R0 F,20309[[0 212
Juruor
yIL ‘aunp pAOT |

213

)
)

BIRIE 1628T)

DINAN
(1sHdd 8L

I8 Y] UO YUIzE
gdo

w

. ;‘..?

LNE

‘89-49 SON

40

a1
™

°=N

‘T08 'ONT EL8T unp yiL "0 D

o
TVIDNVYNIZ

240306 un ]y

~

*NOISSINKOD 1TVd

Jo qisou ‘pasodoid o7
edwmuny 243 jo uoijp

%

-
A = S R R

! e ——————————

e eyt i

(}/Z Vﬂ7 t

%

: .
Ssnohoded 4 S Lo a L/awml/rv Ae ’””7‘ /  i
///Zye 7(//6! /ﬂ7e/%&l/m% 7¢5/M//wa27" '
| Wéxj§ﬁ44awawﬂ/wmuwmﬁm% / |

. /% MMM %ﬁ ze Wt,,/n/a//:ﬁut;»g ; \
%’: | 2l //{4'/ ”/'%M/ /7470%/-%} Wz ;,;

%T ﬁo{ 6\,/@'1//, /é /ﬂ/%' M”ff/d P PE %—~4»47 @ 72 3‘ ‘
7 He Ll 2K S e A

25 N s 7 2
W/?W Ty A /{/wawzé;w.c
bl Mgt e

i
b 3
e ; Ly
¥/‘, 1
iy o

1N A
N
.
"



s N R g i
::,., w{/f Mo e ?fgm// ?Wb:;/; .
221 ﬂﬁh zﬂZfﬂ M/:/

%W,L/m A

t /</; o e
' %ﬁ{%{l -

/MMM(A

e Magee i |
/ 4;75/ I

(///W"—‘ Mo Swsner L5 il il P
et ,}M o ’
ST el

ﬁ& 4 PP L
7% 342

94;/54« ¢ |
| s a%é/é/fmh,.:wa

r Ja%e/%% W@Lﬁ @/WM

mﬂr M//Zjémw 4.,, 5% 3 M“’Zj

: /m;m A

. ‘”wé /‘/:c. ’
ﬁ/l/!c'/'/ - ﬂ"/lf?m Sla Hrrg ﬂ 4“4»4‘441

%%a/ /wmmwf/ /wu f‘ :

oo L5 .,d/a, /i/

f % % W/Mw ﬁﬁz',},&{? d‘m‘my
L. . /7 M‘/"’v@/‘l//‘v/d'? uw/r/nd/

_ ~ o~ ///éz 2 3

/Z/ﬁ @WW %7”"”’“ @"ZZ

A2
C gt

Ko Luthiater. of ondh o |
XK. : W
7 o e rmrrinidon Aap

1 S il

it fts gre? ants “%W%A’/ﬂ/?{ |

alert for e ALeTE i

W?/7 .wwjjﬁfw%zwz; A |
il sodons it B ,miﬁwwm

y

)

/Mdﬁé i

- ! ""‘



{ /;,;‘, (,,t;z //’/1 S / //,,, g a2 // ;’ g |

/> # //c fﬁm;-;r,,f/;r’ ¥ T /71 er, .
///1( cons £CCler (,‘,/ £y A 2 ton’ sl & > P ﬂ/./
/éb//zrﬂ/ //Lf(/{/p W;}/m f//)—)z;;llq 1/
07~ ¢ ﬂ// 11 /C(/ Porra [ﬂ/// {AA;// /// _/r’,f/;//,'p | {
//lzz/ P /// 4 /4/ 27 8 P77 /ﬂ o o2 ? Hra . i :
/7/2 oot s /,/:"j ' /r}u'/f; yr. e /'{ reesut !/f;/’// ‘! Hf\

|

- ‘ |

S/ g 10 ; ~~/’ g ' il |

L/ : 4 7 7 PNt LA Fie |

Y A £ ¥ '(' AR Yy (A L » e i |
- 74

¥ A i / 7y [/ / p ‘ //! / i |

//( 4/4'}' p 4}/ e g‘? 4 ,/"':/f ¥ «/1‘ 7 r(/‘ 0 Z///)ﬁ’? %5 ‘}7/{’/’5’ 4 G 7 2t ‘

A

patitrect, o wles’ Ly Bleyll 9eili . : |
3 7 4 Z V4 3 5 |
zw Lotter 2f /// A TF 4( £ vy 18y Ze ///
Z - /

7 v 7 | / . / |
/i//’ A= ./40//1) Mty 1565 o bbiid Latil 15
/7 4
7 | !,
/”’/}z/n 2. A /’/’* v (% /’Z/VL/ //i{e P2t o> 4‘///’/;, .
. - ¥
& u'(,/ /22 {2’/ 211 /( 271 )»714’3 ,{-1--1. % (//(,/,, ’/'7../,{ P '

Z & &
/'f’??[?/z;.z. /11ﬂ/’f //,,,,,/r/// )' b A
‘L

V. RPN LTI

bvn Mo a L:’ 2T (’/7/1r1/ i Protes 222 8 &6

N\
e« ol

/ o
1 / /
§ :
{ 7 Yoo 4 £ /f‘ "6/',
: > "
3 2 Y o /
- 3 7 &
¢ S 1A e Al frordr

e ped /. { : .

o e //}/-‘L/))IM /!/7‘\ ( v

4 ,/'// f ~ \ V4

A P29 L & 114" e ////r f(/p//f'/’ |
% y’ |

o

///’, /S p // - //
I At A_AAL

/




e “'-- | 5 £ /
ol s gl
Mg b, 21 75y 7

x 7 \ 7 | q}’?/'
1

-~

i

i
t

L)
[

Z

Wt_;/ "

m/‘”

y =
Lt

P i SRR |

1

A

C)"“/Z:;T?

b 53

N

7
Horre
4

£y

APy

c74 7

s

3
N
N
Nt

e Tiag) G B

e

N
o
RN

|

S\

| .m/a)/" ol b

?’

Eoape
= e i

b e T

W

]
|
|

e At ’
&
.-“ m__ — - .
] ¥ : .
| v .
-}




B / /’VM/W Corrirrrtrt Seovrreed %”.‘
inrihondit o e Bt (oL ff o Foick nne

e Ry e e,

... s %}w PO A, PR

NS fcsvs0 0 00 o 879 e LA opfienc
 Gctr fvnrivus v nncd & Ho Lo |




A S LA T

- 1

o A (. s

SE——— T
4

i A s




|
i
f

\ 1.’
R
v B
% . /”.N
d A
A
v 3
™ Jut L Y
M p.
~
m—/ .
O &
N ™
W -

N ——

1 e

i,






-
T

B - g
i B

L







Govt. of (18733 A adras.
Ny

A ————————

7
Ao Vina - Mm

L

A ke

Dated j.«mb . ]
Recd, / %

G’f‘u. ¥y dawe 1818, No. 42




	Image00024
	Image00025
	Image00026
	Image00027
	Image00028
	Image00029
	Image00030
	Image00031
	Image00032
	Image00033
	Image00034
	Image00035
	Image00036
	Image00037
	Image00038

