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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
4th June 1873.

Read the following papers :—
No. 42.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st April 1873, No. 613.
Read again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 29th
January 1873, No. 508 (Miscellaneous) :—
Read the following letter from A. MACGREGOR, Esq., President of the Local
Fund Boards, Malabar, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated Calicut, 17th January 1873, No. 484.

With reference to the Board’s P:roceeding,_s, dated 8th instant, No. 89, I have
’the honous to forward copy of a letter received from the Special Executive Engineer

on the subject. :

2. I have myself heard great complaints made of the road between Bawally
and Untersuntah, and there is a very general impression in Wynaad, of course quite
erroneous, that the Mysore authorities purposely neglect this section of road te
encourage traffic to take the alternative route through Coorg, which is also under

the Mysore Commission.

e

From Major R. B. KENNEDY, Special Executive Engineer, Wynaad, to A. MACGREGOR, Esq,
President of the Local Fund Board, Calicut, dated Lackadi, ———, No. 13,

Reference—Your letter, No. 477, dated 11th instant. &

With reference to above I have the honour to inform you that ne part of the road complained
of is within the Wynaad District, and I shall feel obliged by your having this fact noted, as the line

connecting the above road with Gudalur, which is under my charge, is in excellent order but had
its utility considerably interfered with during the last monsoon from the bad condition of the other.

9. T take this epportunity of bringing to notice the state of the road between Bawally and
Untersuntah, in the Mysore territory, which during the last south-west monsoon, by its eondition,
I am satisfied, quite contradicted the description given by the Executive Engineer of the Hassan
Division that ““no road could well be worse” than that between Hickanulla and Masanigudi ;
and I am inclined to think, seeing that North Wynaad draws all its supplies of grain from Mysore
by that route, the results to that portion of this district were more serious than those to which
Mysore was subjected in the other case.

The Board await 'the report called for from the Commissioner of the Nilgiris.
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) J. GROSE,
.Sacretar*

e

Read also the following letter from J. R. COCKERELL, Eéq;, President, Nilgiri
. Local Fund Board, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated Ootacamund, 17th March 1873, No. 5 :—

Wizn reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 89, dated 8th

January 1878, transmitting for report a letter from the Executive Engmeer of

the Hassan Range, in the Mysore Territory, complaining of the condition of the
road in the Nilgiri District, between Hickanulla and Seegur, I have the honour to
state that I went over the road the other day with Captain Morant, the Dlstrwt

Engineer,




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
4th June 1873.

-2, The sum allowed for the maintenance of the road is Rupees 110 a mile.
The steep parts of the road between Hickanulla and Tippicaudoo are metalled, and
the metalling has been specially attended to and repairs made this year, ,This
portion of the road is now in good order.

3. The portion of the road between’ Tippicaudoo and Seegur is also metalled
in parts. This portion in all weathers is fair for bandies, but no doubt is rough
for carriages on springs. Where the road throughout is unmetalled, the surface
is tolerably smooth ; but there are places where ruts prevail. 'i‘he District

Engineer will smooth these portions as far as he can do with the very moderate

means at his dispesal. :

4. T.he E‘;emx'tive Engineer specially refers to a part of the road near
Masangudi, which is made of rough stones. These stones were put down by
Colonel Farewell, in order to make this part of the road passable at all times
Before the stones were laid in, the section was a swamp. :

5. The drains on the road throughout are not of stone, but are of jungle-

wood. When the w00.d gives way, as it is apt to do, holes appear. Upon the
whole the road complained of is fairly adapted for bandy traffic.

6. I may mention that on the seetion between Tippicaudoo and Seegur, the:
traffic is /sth of the traffic on the Coonoor Ghaut, and is about § the traffic or; the
Neddiwuttum Ghaut. The locality is very feverish, and the coolies employed
there perform less work than in healthier places, and require higher rates of pay-

7. The maintenance allowance for the Seegur Ghaut is also 110 rupees a

mile, and the same sum is allowed for keeping up the old Coonoor Ghaut. The

ruling gradient of both Ghauts is 1in 6. The Seegur Ghaut is in quite as good
order as the old Coonoor Ghaut.

8. The road between Hickanulla and Tippicaudoo, a length of three miiss,
is common to the Seegur Ghaut and the road from Tippicaudoo to Goodaloor.
It may be found advisable to make a larger maintenance grant for this small
section to accommodate the Mysore traffic to Goodaloor, which is said to be con-
siderable. The road between Tippicaudoo and Goodaloor is being metalled and
will soon be in excellent condition. It is even now in good order. The mainte-
nance allowance for it is 220 Rupees per mile, and the metalling is being carried
out upon a supplemental estimate of about 1,500 Rupees a mile.

9. The road between Hickanulla and Tippicaudoo is mot properiy in the:
Nilgiri District, which terminates with the Moyar river at Tippicaudoo,

Supmitrep to Government with reference to their endorsement, dated 2nd
December 1872, on a letter from the Executive Engineer, Hassan Range, to the
Esgecutive Engineer of the Hassan Division, Mysore, criticizing the state of the
road between the Mysere boundary and Seegur.

2. The road (though it is stated to be in part outside the Nilgiri Commis-
sionership is provided for in the Nilgiri budget, the maintenance allowance being
Rupees 110 a mile, and scems as well attended to, as*the means of the Circle
allow.

-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
4th June 1873.

3. Tt is a matter for the consideration of the Malabar Local Fund Board
whether they should contribute a small sum for the section of three miles which
connects the Goodaloor and Tippicaudoo road with Mysore.

4. The Collector of Malabar draws attention to the state of the road between
Bawally and Untersuntah in Mysore. -

(A true Copy and Extract.) ‘
(Signed)  J. GROSE,

Secretary.

5 No. 662.
No. 43. Orrre1a. MEMORANDUM.

With reference to Official Memorandum, dated 1st May 1873, No. 149, the
undersigned has the honour to forward to the Acting Under Secretary to Govern-
ment, Financial Department, copy of the letter from the Executive Kngineer,
Hassan Range, referred to in paragraph 1 of Board’s Proceedings, dated 21st April

1873, No. 613.
9. The letter was communicated to the Board by Government for report

with their endorsement of 2nd December 1872, the original of which, after a copy
had been taken, was returned on the 5th December 1872.
(By order.)
(Signed)  H. 8. A. GOODRICH,
Acting Sub-Secretary.

Revenve Boarp OFFICE,
Mapras, 1444 Muy 1873.
To the Under Secy. to Govt., Finl. Dept.

—

From H. W. CLIFT, Esq., C. E., Executive Engineer, Hassan Range, to therExecutive Engineer,,

Mysore, Iassan Division, dated Hassan, 15th March 1872, No. 96.

T have the honour to report, for your information and transmission to the Chief Engineer, the

extremely bad state of the road in the Wynaad between the Mysore boundary and Scegur, in the:

Madras territory. \ ; ; .
9 From the Iickanulla, the boundary to Masanigudi, & distance of eight miles, no road

P The drainage was uncleared ; the surface the roughest possible, full of ridges,

eould well be worse. ‘
ruts, and hollows ; the small covered drains have interstices between the covering stones; a few

metal repairs had been executed in the most slovenly manner.

3. Beyond Masanigudi to Seegury a distance of six miles, the surface was better ; but many
of the wooden bridges were dangerous on account of holes in their platforms, and it required close-
caleulation to get a vehicle safely over them. ‘

4. There was one place which had been metalled (probably years ago) with boulders nine

inches in diameter ; it was not pleasant to travel over, and in no place had the metal repairs been

gravelled. T 4 ;
5. 'The splash board of my bullock eoach was broken owing to the wheel entering a hole, and

Captain Hill, of Hassan, complains that his carriage (which was only being led) was damaged to.
the extent of 30 Rupees. W
6. It must be borne in mind that this road is the chief means of communication between

Mysore and the Nilgiris ;. that rice, gram, and raggy are conveyed to the coffee plantations and to
the hills over it. That the traffic is very large I can distinctly state, and as a further proof I may
add that the road is thickly coated with dust. . S

7 And as the road in the Mysore country is very good, the following exceptions being noted

below, and as the interests of the Mysore country require that the Madras portion should be in as
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