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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
14th May 1873.

No. 126. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
30th April 1873, No. 679 :—

Read the following letters :—

From A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to J. GROSE, Esq.,
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 9th December 1872, No. 198.

THERE are certain large weekly markets or fairs held in this district where
appliances for the comfort of man and
beast are very much wanted and
evidently called for by the people.

2. I annex copy of a letter from my Head Assistant on the subject.

3. At several places already for some years improvements have besn made,

RS, A. P. and are paid for by the collection of a
gaﬂhé‘:&en ."frt 8 3 g fee of one Anna per cart and propor-
AN AN G N8 tionally on other means of conveyance.

4. By this contribution, wells are dug and troughs cut and filled for the
supply of men and cattle ; trees are planted to give shade ; tiled sheds are built to
afford shelter in wet weather.

5. Under the recent ruling of the Government of India, as the collection of
market fees would be of the nature of an
impost or tax, the arrangements proposed
cannot ba carried into effect without
special sanction, which is therefore requested. _

6. Imay here mention that the Local Funds are quite unable to apportion
an allotment for public markets, and it is quite in accordance with custom to pay
a fee for special accommodation or comfort provided in a market place.

One copy of letter, No. 524, of 3rd Dec. 1872.

G. 0., No. 1263, of 30th August 1872, Revenue
Department.

Excrosure No. 1.

From R. RICE, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector, to A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Callactor of
' Coimbatore, dated 3rd December 1872, No. 524.

In many of the villages in my division (most notably at Tudiyaloor, Cheyur, and Kanattu-
kadavu) where the largest weekly markets are held, the market places are very irregular, ill-defined,
and their conservancy is altogether unattended to. In the villages mentioned above, the market
is held partly on the road and partly on a portion of the adjoining Oormunday, and on the fair days
great inconvenience is experienced (as I have found myself) by travellers passing along the roads.

2. Besides, there is no shelter and no convenience for man or beast—I mean in the way of
convenient wells, drinking troughs, ete.; and it can easily be imagined that in the hot season
especially both endure great inconvenience and suffering for want of these.

3. 1 heg, therefore, to submit for your consideration, and, if you approve, for the sanction of
the Board, the expediency of instituting market-fees in these places as at Pollachy, Avgnashy, and
Palladum, where the levy of these fees has already been sanctioned and introduced, and where the
benefit accruing from their expenditure on the improvement of the market places is most highly
appreciated by the people frequenting them; in fact, so much so, that, on going among the people
myself and inquiring whether the collection of the fees was distasteful to them, or whether they
would wish it to be stopped, they unanimously exclaimed that, so far from its being distasteful or
considered a hardship, they were much pleased and grateful for its introduction ; and they added
that, if the fees were stopped and the improvementsput an end to, all the advantage previously
gained would be lost, and they would suffer greater inconveniences than before.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
14tk May 1873,

a-month or two months, which have been made under the immediate supervision of the Tahsildar
for Deputy-Tahsildar, on each of which is written the amount of the fee payable according as it is
for a bandy, bullock, or head-load. These are initialled or stamped by the Tahsildar (or in his
absence the Sheristadar) or the Deputy-Tahsildar, and handed to the Market Gumastah (at
Pollachy and Palladum special Gumastahs are appointed for the collection of the fees ; abt Ave-
nashy, thisis undertaken by one of the Deputy-Tahsildar’'s Gumastahs ; and at Mettapolliem, the
collection has this year been let out on cantract) who, on the evening of or day following the
market day, produces the collection, with the tickets remaining unused, before the talug authority,
who is thus enabled to closely supervise and check the action of the Gumastah. Frequently, the
Tahsildar or Deputy-Tahsildar personally visits the market, and makes it known that no one is to
pay any fee without getting a ticket, and from my own observation and inquiry amongst the
people (which, from my knowledge of the language, I am able to make without the intervention of
Tahsildars or interpreters), I am led to believe that all those frequenting the different markets
perfectly understand this as well as the object for which the fee is collected; and, seeing as they
are now able to do that the money thus collected is really spent on the improvement of the market
places, and the provision of *‘ means and appliances” which tend to promote their own comfort as
well as that of their cattle, ete., in the planting of trees, sinking and deepening of wells, provision
of drinking troughs for cattle, erection of sheds for protection against sun and rain, they have, on
many occasions, expressed to me their appreciation of the great improvements to the market places
and the immense comfort and benefit they derive from them; and to my inquiries as to whether
they thought tt payment of the tax a hardship, they have invariably declared that, so far from
considering it a hardship, they considered it a great benefit, and they strongly deprecated any idea
of its abolition; and, in faet, so little is it thought oppressive, and so highly are the improvements
which have been carried out in the markets above referred to (except in Mettapolliem where the
market being held in the middle of the town, and it would be difficult to plant trees, cte., as in the
other market places) appreciated, that whenever I have visited any other markets of importance
within my division, I have been invariably importuned by the people and the villagers to introduce
the system in their markets also; but I have hitherto refrained from recommending the adoption
of this course, until I could have ample opportunity of observing how the plan worked in those
markets on which it had already been introduced. This I have now been able to do for the last
three years, and so satisfied am I of its efficient working and of its beneficial effects in every point
of view, that I am inclined to advocate itsintroduction in the case of every market of any importance
throughout the district; and, at any rate, I would beg to be allowed to introduce it in those
markets which are held at or near the head-quarters of the Revenue Inspectors (in addition to those
which it is already introduced). _

3. You are aware that at Pollachy half the space where the market is held belongs to the
Ramaputnum Poligar, and so impressed has he been with the improvements effected in the-Govern-
ment half, such as planting trees, erecting sheds, etc., that he, too, (he, of course, at the same time,
collecting fees at the same rate as is sanctioned for the Government portion) has already ercoted
a long and substantial line of sheds on one side of the market, and, during my recent visit to
Pollachy, he expressed his intention of continuing these as fees accrued, and also of erecting
latrines in convenient and suitable places, which, Imust say, are very much needed; and T would
recommend that a few of these be constructed conveniently to the Government portion, but about
this I will address you shortly in a separate letter.

4. Not only am I satisfied that no misappropriation takes place, but I am convinced that
the plan is fraught with the greatest advantage and benefit to the people, while the payment of
the fee, which is very trifling, is cheerfully acquiesced in; and I would strongly advocate its intro-
duction in those markets adverted to in my letter, dated 3rd December 1872, No. 524.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) A, WEDDERBURN,
Collector,
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No. 679. :
ProcEEDINGS oF THE BoARD oF Revesue, dated 30th April 1873.

'Read the following letters : —
. ‘rom A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to J. GROSE, Esq.,
1 Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 9th December 187 2, No. 198.

THERE are certain large weekly markets or fairs held in this district where
appliances for the comfort of man and
One copy of letter No. 524 of 3rd Dec. 1872. e HoR e

? evidently called for by the people.
2. Iannex copy of a letter from my Head Assistant on the subject.
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e S: ) B & s 9. Under the recent ruling of the Government of India, as the collection of
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Excrosuee No. 1.

From R. RICE, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector, to A. WEDDERBURN, Esq., Collector of
Coimbatore, dated 3rd December 1872, No. 524,

Ix many bf the villages in my division (most notably at Tudiyaloor, Cheyur, and Kanaitu-

_ kadavu) witére the largest weekly markets are held, the market places are very irregular, ill-defined,

and their conservancy is altogether ungttended to. In the villages mentioned above, the market

is held partly on the road and partly on a portion of the adjoining Oormunday, and on the

fair days great inconvenience is experienced (as I have found myself) by travellers passing along
the roads.

2. Besides, there is no shelter and no convenience for man or beast,—I mean in the way of
convenient wells, drinking troughs, ete.; and it can easily be imagined that in the hot season
especially both endure great inconvenience and suffering for want of these,

3. I beg, therefore, to submit for your consideration, and, if you approve, for the sanction of
she Board, the expediency of instituting market-fyes in these places as at Pollachy, Avenashy, and
Palladum, where the levy of these fees hag already been sanctioned and introduced, and where the
benefit accrying from their expenditure on the improvement of the market places is most highly
appreciated by the people frequenting them; in fact, so much 8o, that on going among the people
myself and inquiring whether the collection of the fees was distasteful to them, or whether they
would wish it to be stopped, they unanimously exclaimed that so far from its being distastefal or
considered & hardship, they were much pleased and gratefal for its introduction ; and they added
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(Signed) A WEDDERBURN,
Collector.

3 -
From A. WEDDERBURN » Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to J. GROSE, Esq,,

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 21st March 1873, No. 36.
With reference to your official memorandum No. 2 of 6th January 1873;

£ lotter fr he H : I have the honour to inform you that
oulzgfg;-yl%o.egfie;f fﬁhth;arciags%gfmmt ook the market fees alluded to were intro-

duced first at Pollachy under the orders
of the Board of Revenue No, 981 of 24th January 1868, approved of by Govern-

an applica-
similarly at Mettapolliem, the Revenue
octroi proposed to be levied was unobjectionable,
accordingly the fee-system was introduced ‘at"Mettapolliem, and subsequently at
Avenashy and Palladum, . - j 3

Ty payment made they are to get a ticket, .

tickets remaining unsold to the Tahsildar
or Deputy-Tahsildar, there is a sufficient check against misappropriation.

3. “When the money is paid into the treasury, it is credited to Local Funds,
and nothing is spent out of it without the

sanction of the Loegl Board to whom
the market places have been formally transferred.

4. A report on the subject of these market fees is also contained in para-
graph 5 of my letter to the Revenye Board No. 12 of 30¢h January 1873,

Excrosvre-No, 1.

From R. RICE, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collecto

e vl Goiabaiore, duved Aveunsy, 12ul 3

I reply to your endorsement No. 20, dated

14th January 1873, on Board’
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(Signed) A. WEDDERBURN,
! Collector.
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