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Read the following papers :—

No. 63. From Inspector-General E. G. BALFOUR, Inspector-General of Hospi-

: tals, Indian Medical Department, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Fort St. George, 5th
March 1873, No. 78. ‘ ' '

1 have the honour to submit to the Right Honourable the Governor in Couneil
that when, in September 1871, T was at Trichinopoly waiting until the insanes
there could be got ready for me to pring them to Madras, T went to Tanjore and
examined its sanitary condition.

9. T found in that town two points greatly needing attention. Onme of these
was the state of the Fort-ditch, and the subsequent reports from the Deputy
Inspector-General of the Southern District at his annual inspections of 1871-72
and 1872-73 indicate that Fort-ditch as the sanitary defect in the town. In the
1871-72 Report, Deputy Inspector-General Johnston says: “The Fort-ditch conti-
nues to be the opprobrium of the place and to receive the sewage of innumerable
drains, thus forming, in half of its circuit, a gizantic cesspool replete with a
secthing mass of sewerage, in the midst of which a rank low jungle grows and
derives life from sources which deal disease and death amongst the people of the

town.”

In the current year’s Annual Inspection, Deputy Inspector-General Johnston
reports that: ¢ In respect to drainage, matters remain in statu quo ; and the Fort-
moat still remains as it was—a cesspool into which the contents of the Fort-sewers .
are emptied. Standing on the margin of this moat, one sees beneath him a black,
seething, bubbling slough, meandering through a labyrinth of rank sedgy vegeta-
tion, emitting mephitic exhalations, whose ahominable stench is one of the least of
the evils, so fertile a source of human suffering, so surely evolves. In the presence
of this, all other sanitary defects sink into insignificance, and every effort on the
part of the Municipality, entrusted with the health-interests of the inhabitants of
¢his town, should be concentrated on 163 removal,”

3. 1 have the honour to add that I saw the town of Tanjore and the ditch at
their very best, as all had been putin order mn expeetation of a visit from the
Honourable the Governor, but the diseases occasioned by the immorality of the
people and the state of the moat were points urgently needing attention. A
venerable Hindoo gentleman there urged on me the importance of publishing
a brief tract inculeating propriety of conduct, but there are already in Tamil
available works of this kind ; and he mentioned that it was the intention of the
Municipality to plant the glacis with trees. 1 was of opinion that the planting of
trees would be of value, but to level the glacis and fill up the ditch seemed to me
the proper course to adopt. ’ '

4. The question that arises in submitting this point, is whether the fortress
be of military importance, and whether there be any military objections to the
filling up of its diteh, but as to the advantages, by levelling alfround the Fort, to
the community there cannot be any doubts,
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Referred to the Collector of Tanjore for early report,
Forr St. Groras, (Signed) W. HUDLESTON ;
6th March 1873, Chief Secretary.
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