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25th April 1873, g

Read the following papers:— v : T o )
No.114.  From L. BOYER, Esq., and others, Proprictors and Superintendents
of Estates, &c., Wynaad, to the Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort St,

Greorge, dated — 1871. : S :

We, the undersigned, being Proprietors and Superintendents of Estates and
holders of land, have the honour respectfully to solicit the attention of THis
Excellency the Governor in Council to the most neglected part of the magnificent
taluq of Wynaad, viz., the district lying between Manantoddy, Matelet, and the
foot of the Cotiadi Ghaut. ; IIE

2. Although most of the lands held by us are jenm, your predecessors in
office assumed the right, in the year 1860, of imposing a tax, at the rate of 2 Rupees
per acre, upon all cultivated coffee land in Wynaad to provide for the construction
and repair of roads; but, notwithstanding that we have ever since regularly
discharged this tax of doubtful legality, the roads in many parts of this district
are in a bad condition ; the larger bridges have tumbled down ; the smaller bridges
are some of them so unsafe that the cautious traveller avoids them and prefers to
cross the water; and some of the bridges we have been obliged to repair at our
OMBBONE. 3y 5 R R , %

8. The Cotiadi Ghaut, the traffic over which exceeds the traffic down either
the Peria or Tambercherry Ghauts, is still a foot-road, although it might be made
passable for wheel traffic at no great cost. i S S

4. Recently the well-known Firm of Hinde and Co., of Calicut and Telli-
cherry, Estate-visiting Agents, in reporting upon one of our estates, wrote :  This
district; is the only one which entirely depends for the transport of its produce on
pack-bullocks, and the last year or two have gone to show that the supply of
these is, year by year, becoming more precarious, scarce, and expensive; and we
have but little doubt that, if these points were placed before the Government, they
would give their sanction to uniting the district—the only one without cart communi-
cations—with the rest of Wynaad. y A , IR SR T

- 5. We venture to make a few suggestions, which our local experience leads
us to believe will indicate the proper remedies for our wants. ,

6, The work which would give us immediate relief is the construction of a
cart-road from Matelet, or some point near the head of the Cotiadi Ghaut, to the
top of the Peria Ghaut. The distance being only six miles, the road could he
made rapidly and at small_cost, and would at once place this district in communi-
cation with a cart-ghaut. : Wi e T Sas

7. But whilst recommending the construction of that road as an expedient
for affording immediate relief, we are of ~opinion that it should notbe allowed to
take the place of, or to supersede the special want of the district, viz., a cart-road
to the coast over the Cotiadi Ghaut communicating with a cart-road to Koroth and
Manantoddy. The latter already exists, and only requires to be improved and kept
BN s Btecny s 2l T RIS 0 0 b b s g R S R S L

8. We are inclined to consider that the construction of the cart-road over
the Peria Ghaut in preference to the Cotiadi Ghaut was a mistake. By far the
largest part of the traffic to the coast from Mysore, &c., continues to pass over the
Cotiadi Ghaut, except during the crop months it is' possible to go from the top to
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the bottom of the Peria Ghaut without meeting a dozen persons beyond the work-
men employed upon the ghaut, whilst there is always a considerable traffic over the
Cotiadi Ghaut ; and, from December to May inclusive, the number of pack-bullocks
using it 1s enormous.

9. The distance from Manantoddy to Tellicherry »ia Cotiadi is shorter by
seven miles than #ia Peria. Cotiadi has also great natural advantages, for (besides
a cart-road from the foot of the ghaut to Tellicherry) it has magnificent water
carringe to the ports of Tellicherry, Badagherry, Calicut, and Beypore, and, as the
water runs up to the Railway at Baypore, we may add a fifth port—the important
port of Madras.

' 10. We wish we could adequately set forth the value of this water communi-
cation. Even now, by means of it, Matelet is more accessible {from Madras, to all
but wheel traffic, than any other part of Wynaad. ‘

~11. If there was a cart-road over the Cotiadi Ghaut, manure and fodder for
cattle, which are amongst our greatest wants, could be collected and placed upon
our estates at no excessive cost, and thus we should be enabled to cultivate many
old plantings which for want of manure have to be abandoned. At present it is
almost impossible, at any cost, to transport manure on account of the caste preju-
dices of the Brinjarries who own the pack-bullocks. 14

12. The port of Madras would also be more available for the shipment of our
produce to Europe. This year some of our coffee had to be gent to Madras vig
Beypore for shipment to England. :

13. Possibly the excessive cost of the Tambercherry Ghaut may be used as
an srgument against the construction of another cart-ghaut, but we believe that the
Cotiadi Ghaut might be made tolerably passable for wheel tzaffic at a compara-
tively small cost, and that it could be made in every way equal to the splendid road
over the Tambercherry Ghaut at no great outlay. The distance from the landing-
place at Cotiadi to the top of the ghaut is exactly ten miles, of which four are
almost level, and over another three the ascent is gentle, the remaining three miles
being the only portion on which the work would be at all expensive.

14. We venture to suggest that this is a work which should be constructed
by means of a loan to be raised under the provisions of * The Public Works Loan
Act, 1871,” recently passed by the Legislative Council of India. We believe that
the outlay would be covered before many years by the proceeds of tolls. "

15. We have also to bring to the notice of Government that the manner of
levying the tolls lately imposed on traffic over the Cotiadi Ghaut is a grave
injustice to this district. The notification states that the tolls shall be the same
as collected at Peria and Tambercherry, but the incidence is actually 400 per
cent. greater for the use of an inferior road than on traffic down the other ghauts;
as, in consequence of there being no cart-road, we are obliged to employ pack-
bullocks, paying 1 Anna toll and half an Anna return toll, and carrying 3 bushels
on an average, whilst at Peria and Tambercherry a cart which carries 40 bushels
~ pays 4 Annas. We cheerfully recognise the necessity of paying tolls, but we
protest against being made to pay an enormously higher rate upon our produce
passing over an inferior road than is paid by carriers over the fine roads of Peria and
Tambercherry.
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16. We have further to bring to the notice of Government that this district
is not represented at either of the Local-Funds Boards of Tellicherry or Calicut.
We solicit that Government will be pleased to appoint one European and one
Native gentleman from this district to be members of either or both of those
Boards.

17. We have referred in a previous part of this letter to the great value of the
existing water communication, but we regret to state that that advantage is almost
aullified by the notorious villainies of the boatmen who ply upon it,and who inva-
riably steal a large portion of the produce committed to their care, and frequently
wet the remainder so as to increase_the bulk, and thus more easily escape detec -
tion. Unfortunately the local Courts demand an amount of evidence which it is
impossible, under existing circumstances, to obtain, and we are, therefore, very
much at the merey of these robbers. We believe that they might be checked by
the establishment of a Water Police during crop time, say, from the month
of December to the end of April, and this we recommend for the consideration of
Government.

18. We believe that much benefit would accrue to the taluq of Wynaad
if His Excellency the Governor would visit it before he leaves the Madras Presi-
dency. We cannot promise that he would derive much pleasure from a visit to this
district, which, suffering as it is from the neglect of years, offers few attractions;
but for that very reason there is no paxrt of Wynaad which is so much in need of
His Lordship’s inspection. The month of December would be a suitable time for
accomplishing a visit, the weather being then usually fine, the climate healthy and
enjoyable, and crop operations in full swing.

P.S.—Since the foregoing was written, the district has been favoured with a
visit from Mr. Athol MacGregor, the present Collector of Malabar, who was under-
stood to promise that the project of a crossroad from Peria to Matellet should
receive favourable consideration.

Referred to the Collector and Magistrate of Malabar for early report.

Fort S1. GEORGE, (Signed)  R. S. ELLIS,
2nd December 1871, :  Chief Secretary.

e

No. 115. From A. MacGREGOR, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to the Hon.
W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated Calicut, 29th March 1873, No. 24,

I have the honour to return petition forwarded with your endorsement of
the 2nd December 1871, with a full report on the subject. The matter was brought
before the Local-Fund Board at the beginning of last year, but it was determined
that no decision could be come to regarding the more important of the matters
brought forward, viz., the question of connecting the district of Koroth with the
head of the Peria Ghaut by a cart-road in the absence of an examination and report
by the Engineers. I aceordingly postponed reporting on the petition until this
could be done, not at the time anticipating that so long a period would elapse.

Ayt -
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?. The country, which is an extremely difficult one, has now been thoroughly
ex'ammed and a line traced, and I have just returned from inspecting it in com;any
with Major Kennedy and the Range Officer, Mr. Hasler, who has :ctually carried
out the tracing.

' 3. The result shows that the memorialists have taken an over-sanguine view
in stating that the distance is only six miles, and that a road could be made rapidly
and at a small cost. .

4. The distance in a straight line, measured on the Trigonemetrical Map, is
over seven miles, and in a broken hilly country a considerable amount of windi’nw
must be expected. The trace as now laid out has been surveyed, and is befwee:
nine and a half and ten miles in length. It has been found necessary to pass between
the main drainage and the crest of the ghaut, which necessitates the bridging of
numerous streams, and Major Kennedy roughly estimates the average cost of the
line, including bridge-work, at 4,000 Rupees, or nearly 40,000 Rupees for the whole
work. The finances of the circle at present barely admit of the existing main lines
with their bridges being maintained, and unless, therefore, a loan is sanctioned,
there is no prospect of ‘funds to that extent being available at any early date.

5. A fine-weather road could, it is estimated, be constructed at a cost of
400 Rupees a mile, and this is the most that it is likely the Local-Fund Board will
be in a position to find funds for. Such a road should, I am of opinion, be at once
commenced on, and I will bring the matter before the Board at the next meeting.

6. In connexion with the subject of this line of road is a letter recently
received from Mr. Roberts, the Proprietor of the Mary Kstate, at the head of the
Cotiadi Ghaut. This gentleman may be regarded as representing the European
element of the memorial, the only three European signatures of that docum. -t
being those of himself, his Superintendent, and his Visiting Agent.

7. There is but one European resident proprietor in the district, and th
memorial does not bear his signature. : g

: 8. It wxll_ be ?bserved that, in his letter of the 5th December, Mr. Roberts
objects to the direction taken by the trace, and proposes that, instead of leavine th
road near Koroth and passing through Kooniote (these being the only two ¢ ngd :
able native villages in the country), it should do so ata point much nearer theo:::ste;;
the ghaut, and therefore nearer his own estate. The Native Estates, however, in

the vicinity of Koroth represent an interest enormously preponderating over that of
= 1at o

the head of the ghaut, so that the proposal amounts to this, that the majori
traffic is to go several miles out of its way in order that tw,o Europea ai]*lomy ks
have a shorter road. Itis suggested that the road should not pass }t)h 11 ;tates s
on account of the bad moral character of the inhabitants: hut even I;uﬁ e
given the place were admitted as correct, this principle ;f road-traci s Chaﬂ.ictel'
with the natural difficulty of the country, would, in Malah o bk
Wynaad, lead to very roundabout communications’ i
9. There is no foundation for the statement. that th
through much coffee cultivation or valuable land, and ﬂ?
doubt as to its being the true engineering line of ';h W
resPects conYenient. It leaves the main line very neg eKcmm
native town in North Wynaad next to Manantod}:iy Yot
b

and especially in
road, as traced, passes
re can, I think, be no

try, as well as in other

baving a Travellers’ Bungalow,

th—the most important _

T T T

e
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Police Station, Bazaar, &c. The point has been so fixed that a bridge over the large
river, close to the junction, will serve both this line and the road from Manantoddy
to the head of the ghaut. The line joins the Peria Ghaut, close to the Peria Police
Station, at a point where there are a considerable number of houses, and meets the
desideratum of having the shortest mileage of new line to make and maintain. It
is suggested by Mr. Roberts that the line should be made to join the main line
nearer the head of the Peria Ghaut; but a greater distance of new line would be
thus necessitated independently of what I believe to be a fact, viz , that the present
extremely favourable gradients would be replaced by some very heavy inclines,
as the lowest saddle that occurs in that direction would be considerably higher
than any point in the line as traced.

10. I consider that no good ground has been shown against the line which
has been very carefully traced by Mr. Hasler under great difficulty (the country
being very much broken and intersected by impenetrable ravines full of jungle)
and approved by Major Kennedy, whose experience in road-tracing in Wynaad is
unrivalled. The work, if carried out, would be of the greatest value to an impor-
tant section of the talug, and would soon repay its cost by tolls. Every endeavour
should, I think, be made to open it at an early date as a fine-weather road.

11. The next point of the memorialists to be noticed is their argument in
favour of the construction of a cart-ghaut to Cotiadi. Whether this or Peria
was the better line to adopt need not now be discussed. It is generally admitted
that the three existing ghauts are a mistake, and that one, or at most two, would
have been preferable. In the face of the difficulties experienced in completing and
maintaining the three existing ghauts, the proposal to construct a fourth appears
altogether out of the question.
~ 12. The statement of the memorialists that the Cotiadi Ghaut could be
made passable for carts at a comparatively small eost is, I conceive, based on

insufficient inquiry. I came down the ghaut in January and took readings at
rometer. The observations show that the head

each mile-post with an aneroid ba
of the ghaut is about 3100 feet above sea-level, and the Cotiadi Bungalow 570

giving a height of 2530 feet to be ascended.
13. The marginally-noted figures

S O G5/ 18 Tt SRR 360 indicate approximately the elevation
2 gg g ‘;’;)gg gained in each mile, commencing from
i-_ ; o e v " 445 the Cotiadi Bungalow in the present
5. o1 |10 o L0 . 388 ghaut,

14. Distributing the elevation of 2530 feet over ten miles, gives an average
of 253 fect a mile. The heaviest gradient now considered admissible for a cart-
uld admit only of a rise of 264 feet per mile, supposing

ghaut is 1 in 20, which wo e of : ' .
the maximum gradient to be continuously maintained, which, in practice, is

impossible.

15. The gradients, as sho
as much below what they ought to
in the last degree improbable that these
to the fifth mile at both ends. It may,

wn in the existing ghaut, are for the first four miles
be as they are excessive in the last five, and it is
nine miles could be so re-traced as to fit on
therefore, be safely asserted that not a single




" eart-road from Koroth in the Cotiadi and Manantoddy R
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mile of the existing ghaut could be utilized as a cart-trace, and that for this pur ose.
an entirely new ghaut would be necessary. The height to be got over is uf)uch
the same as that in the case of the Tambercherry and Peria Ghauts, and there is
nothing in the character of the ghaut at this point to render it Iikel’y that a cart-
ghaut could be constructed cheaper than elsewhere or under several lakhs of Rupees
16. The memorialists farther complain that the tax on bullocks is rf)) .
tionately heavier than that on carts. This is true, though not to the extent Elleng-
17. It is, however, a mistake to suppose that the circumstance aﬁ'ectsgthc;
proprietor at the head of the Cotiadi Ghaut alone, as quantities of coffee co
down the other ghauts on bullocks. The scale is fixed by law, and an mOdiﬁme
tion should be in the direction of increasing the rates on carts;, i 'z g :]:a-
representing a very small fraction of the saving ensured by a cart-road. Tt ma l::
remarked that coffee going down the Cotiadi Ghaut ean be placed in boats atyth
foot and carried either to Calicut or Tellicherry without any further payment ef
tolls. In the case of the other three ghauts one or more additional tolls have z
be paid. - 3
18. The memorialists complain that their district is the only one in Wynaad
which has not the advantage of a cart-road, but it is an important fact that steral
other similarly isolated tracts owe the possession of such accommodation to their
own expenditure and combined exertion—notably the Ouchterlony Estates, th
estates along the Mupeynad Road (who with little assistance have construct' d :
road fifty-five miles long), and the estates in the Tirunelly Valley. ed a

19. It only remains for me to notice the complai .
at the Local-Fund-Board Meeting. There are twopEu:;pzt;za;:n(:feﬁgre;z?tahy o
to North Wynaad on the Board, and it was in consequence of my att ‘nt' il
drawn by one of them to the great want of the line which has Sincey be el:r:m ey -
I visited the district at the end of 1871, and had the necessary inquiri e, g
and I may add that I then heard nothing of the memorial thocllx h ;3 Ry
European residents. Considering that there are but two ’Euro gea, i
North Wynaad, and but two European residents in the Koroth Disﬁri I:; I.ne_mbers. 4
asking too much that one of them should be appointed. It would bc i
if a Native member who would attend meetings could be found : 1, te A advantage
is impossible, as the Native proprietors ship from Badagherry, 4y

the timo or expense of visiting Tellicherry. and eould not afford

No. 116. OrDER THEREON, 25th April 1~é;73, No. 529

Ordered that the memorialists be informed
that
report from the Collector, that attention is being givgllle gozlf::nment learn, by a
construction of ,
oad to the Peria Road, and

that there is no prospect of funds bein i
g available for the convers:
version of the Cotiadi

Ghaut into a cart-road.

2. The Government will be pre
pared to consider f
avourably an application

for a loan for making the road from Koroth
. t 1 1 1
Fund) think fit to submit one under Act XXI\? f)t;'el ;;elr 1a line if the Board (Local

I fear that this -
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3. It is open to the Collector to make proposals for the representation, at the
Local-Fund Board, of the district with which the memorialists are connected, if he
sees his way to doing so without injustice to other interests.

(True Extract.)

Acting Under Secretary,
for Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue.
Collector of Malabar.

Public Works Departmaent.

”

Exd, J, Wright.
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