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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
92nd April 1873.

No. 88. Read the following letter from A. L. LISTER, Esq., Acting Collector -
of South Arcot, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Virdachellum, 4th April 1873,
No. 21 :— g :

I have had the honour to receive to-day Government Proceedings of the 25th
ultimo, Financial Department, Order No. 399, directing the introduction of the
Towns’ Improvement Act in Chellumbrum from last Tuesday, the 1st instant.

2. Section 6 declares that the provisions of the Act shall not take effect in

any town, for the first time defined or declared to be united as such, until ¢kres
months from the date of the notification.

~ *8. Iam, therefore, in doubt whether April 1st, 1873, is an error or not, for it
would seem to be contrary to the provisions of the Act to introduce it before the
925th June, three months from the date of the notification.

4. I enclose an extract from the Sub-Collector’s letter of the 12th December,
submitting the proposals upon which Mr. Sullivan’s letter of the 7th February was
based, in which some delay in the introduction of the Act was pleaded for.

5. If Government decide that the Act cannot legally be introduced into
Chellumbrum before the 25th June, and that its introduction before the 1st April
1874 is desirable, 1 would suggest the 1st October as a convenient date.

Extracr from a letter from the Sub-Collector, to the Acting Collector of South Arcot, dated
12th December 1872, No. 622.

* * - * »

In reply to your letter, No. 1215, of the 7th ultimo, I have the honour to state that, while
fully concurring in the view that Chellumbrum should have been formed into a Municipality long

ago, no time could, in my humble opinion, be less.happily chosen than the present for extendmg the
provisions of Act IIL. of 1871 to this town.

2. Twenty-thousand Rupees additional taxation was imposed on the Chellumbrum Taluq by
the Local Funds’ Act, but the inhabitants of the talug have gained nothing whatever by it ; the
roads are heavy in the dry weather, and almost impassable in the wet ; the whole of the surplus
money, after providing for establishment and the maintenance of existing roads, was granted for the
completion of the ill-fated bridge over the Vellaur at Muttaloor in the first year of the existence
of the Local Fund Board.

3. Chellumbrum is a wealthy taluq, and the inhabitants are intelligent and grasping, while
they are clamouring to know what they have got for the 20,000 Rupees additional land-cess they
had to pay last year ; and, while discontent undoubtedly exists when the only answer to that question

" ean be that they have got nothing by it, I doubt, and I feel bound to submit my doubts to you,
whether it would be wise to impose fifteen-thousand Rupees additional taxation on a town which
is only four miles from Muttaloor.

4. The town is unquestionably a filthy one, and I am no believer in local uncontrolled efforts -
as far as sanitary measures are concerned ; if the people are left alone in the south as in the north,
King Stink will assuredly reign for ever ; the provisions of Act IIL. of 1871 must be extended to
Chellumbrum, but I tlnnk, for the reason I have given, that another year had better elapse,
when I trust there will be sometlnng to show for the heavy land-cess the ryots have to pay.

. * * * s
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