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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pinansit Dopabbici :
27th March 1873. ;
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No. 193. Read the following letter from the Assistant Collector of Trichinopoly
to the Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, d IR 2.

y, dated Trich
ruary 1873, No. 40 :— - ichinopoly, 14th Feb-

I have the honour to annex the following report on the fea

. = ~t t t

Srirungum at the commencement of last month. 3 w was held at
9. The festival began on the 30th of December and concluded on the 18th

of January, the most important part being the night of the 8th, called Moghini, and
E]

the 9th, called Yékadesi.

3. The Srirungum Municipal Commissioners, as you are aware, at a meeting
held on the 19th of December, passed a resolution requesting the Collector to havz
the sanitary arrangements for the feast carried out as usual, the Municipality incur-
ring all the necessary eXpenses in the first instance, pending the orders of Govern-

ment as to who should ultimately bear them. The necessary measures were U
: : .

fore, taken by the Tabsildar of the Taluq under my direction, as in previous years

4 The Tahsildar held his office at Srirungum during the entire Christmas

holidays and up to the conclusion of the feast. All the preliminary work of con-
structing the latrines, urinals, &e., was done by him with the assistance of Native
Surgeon Baloo Moodelly. Immediately on my return to Trichinopoly, on the
conclusion of the holidays, I went to Srirungum and held my office there till all
the important part of the feast was over and the erowds had dispersed.

5. The concourse of people assembled this year, aithough large, was by no
previous years. The principal reason of the falling off in
that the Pongal festival fell this year on the 12th and 13th
of January, 4.¢., almost ;mmediately after the important days of the Srirungui feast
and before its conclusion. As Hindus always desire to be in their own houses for
the Pongal, a large number of persons were this year deterred from coming from
a distance to Srirungum, s, if they had done 0, they could not have conveniently
got home again in time for the feast. I roughly caleulated the number present
last year at about 70,000, and am inclined to believe that at least 20,000 less assem-

bled on this occasion.
6. Large temporary latrines were as usual constructed outside the walls of

the pagoda at the four gates. These were made on the trench and dry-earth system,
and were well looked after. On every occasion that I visited them they were clean
and almost free from smell. Urinals wore also erected at different places inside
the enclosure, and the people were forced, as far as possible; to make use of them.

The usual measures for preventing the fouling of the water used by the people for
llowed to be washed in if, were also taken.

drinking purposes, by cattle being a
cases of cholera occurred during

7. Iamglad to be able to report that no
the feast, and that the health of the people assembled there was remarkably good.

For the sanitary arrangements made during the feast, great credit is due to the

Tahsildar and the Native Surgeon, Baloo Moodelly.

8. The amount of erime committed this year was very small. Six cases of
theft were reported, and were inquired into on the spot either by the 2nd Class
Magistrate or by myself. A few cases of nuisance also “occurred and were taken:

up at once by the former official.

means as great as in
numbers was, I believe,




Proceedi'ngs of the Madras Government, Fim‘zpcial Department, - ‘; 3 \
27th March 1873. | ‘

9. A large number of Police, both from this district and from Tan_]or.e a.n;l & \
Madura; were present during the festival, and, owing to their exertions, 10 :?.cclden 8 | .
from erushing or over-crowding occurred. On the night called Moghini it is always 5 |
most difficult to prevent accidents from those causes. g i e

10. The expenses incurred in. making the necessary sanitary and © ;r |
arrangements amount this year to Rupees 597-14-10, or Rupees 58-?-5 less than. the
sum spent in the preceding year. The materials used in constructmg.the latrines, | 1 3
urinals, &c., were last year sold by the Tahsildar for Rupees 96.. .Thls year, h;JW' ( '
ever, they were handed over by him to the Srirungum Commissioners, to 'sel or .
dispose of otherwise as they deemed fit. If they realize as much this time as
previously, the net expense will be reduced to about Rupees 500. The required

accounts, showing how this sum was expended, are enclosed herein.

35 o e
B . 3 : No. 5.
-r AT Submitted for the information of Government. : e
8 2. The arrangements made were most excellentas Government have already j
~_ been informed. ‘ ‘
:“ * 8. The aggregate expenditure amounted to Rupees 674-14-10, includxng the
::» amount of batta paid to Native Surgeon Baloo Moodelliar and certain other items
i 0 - specified in the accompanying statement. .
o 4. The materiale wora not enld as nanal, as they are required for the Dispen-
sary. ‘ :
b TricaNoroLy Corrector’s OFFICE, (Signed)  J. B. PENNINGTON,
15¢h March 1873. Acting Collector-
No. 194. OrpER THEREON, 27th March 1873, No. 422.

Communicated to the Sanitary Commissioner. The arrangements appear to
have been all that could b desired and reflect crodit on the Tahsildar and Native |
Surgeon. r |

' (True Extract.) .
W. HUDLESTON, e |
Chicf Secretary. ‘ b

‘To the Sanitary Commissioner. . E 1
. ,»» Board of Revenue. b |
»» lospector-General, Indian Medical Depar tment.

»» Inspector-General of Police.

s»» Accountant-General.

Exd. J. H. Burps.
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