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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
22nd March 1873.

T i oo b RSl SR B R TR

Read the following papers :—

No. 146. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 28th February 1873,
No. 288.

Read the following letter from H. B. SULLIVAN, Esq., President of the Local
Fund Boards, South Arcot District, to the Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated Camp Gingee, 3rd February 1873, No. 37:—

1 mave the honour to submit, for the consideration of the Board of Revenue,
and for such action as it may seem expedient to them to take, the following matter
in connection with the bridge over the Vellaur, at Muttaloor, in the Virdachellum
Circle, which was carried away in November 1871.

2. The bridge was originally estimated to cost Rupees 53,930, but, in
September 1871, the Executive Engineer submitted a supplemental estimate for
Rupees 5,652 This was forwarded by the late Colonel Boileau, who was then
Superintending Engineer, to Government, who returned it with instructions that
it should be submitted through the Local Fund Board. On the 6th November,
the very day that the bridge was carried away, Captain Vertue, who had
succoeded Colonel Boileau, forwarded it to the Presiden?, Mr, Garstin, ygho fepl_ié'd
on the 16th idem that, as the bridge was no longer in existence, it Was unnecessary -
to provide funds for its completion. But it appears that, owing to the lateness of
the season when the supplemental estimate was submitted to the Supenii’xtgﬂdiﬁg
Engﬁlééf, that officer directed the work to be ,};m'ahe-l on in anticipation 7@&"-7;59,:9.‘
tidn, and at the time of the collapse an expenditure of }{u?ees 2,3.2-7 -6-9 had been
incurred, as per enclosed statement furnished by the District Engineer.

3 This amount, it will be seen, represents the value of labour and materials

supplied by the Contractor, who cannot, of course, be keld responsible for the

disaster which subsequently occurred, and whose claim must be adjusted. In for-

warding it to the Vice-President, Virdachellum Circle, with a le':tter dat('ad Novem-
ber 13th, 1872, No. 186, a copy of which is enclosed, I pointed this out _and
requested that, at the next meeting of the Circle Board, Yhe necessary f.ur'lds might
be provided. I enclose copy of his reply, dated 27th. u.1t1mo, No. 16, giving cover
to a resolution passed by, the Local Board on the s?bject, and also a copy of his
Jetter, No. 13, of the, same date, to which reference is made. o
4, It will.bé. seen that the Local Board are of opinion that the charge shbuld ” -
be met from Provincial Funds on the ground that the work was commencec!'befsrq%, ¢t
the Local Fund Act came into operation, and that they have already coq,h?%& 3
Rupees 21,980 towards a project which a professional Committee has pronounced '
to have been -doomqéd. to dest;u_c_tion frowhe commencement, owing to }équtive
design. it 3 TRy My
5. In asking this concession, I do not fhink that, the Loeal Board are
making an unreasonable demand. In'the first year of their existence they were
called on to provide funds to a large amount for a project on which they had not
been consulted, and which, owing to an error in the design which escaped the
notice of the professional advisers of Government, resulted in a disastrous failure
within a month of the bridge being open for traffic. Under these circum-

v

stances, it is, I think, but fair that this unexpected claim, incurred without the
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No. 288.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, t}ated 28th February 1873.

Read the following letter from H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., President of the Locgl
Fund Boards, South Arcot District, to the Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, dated Camp Gingee, 3rd February 1873, No. 37:—

A 1 mave the honour to submit; for the consideration of the Boafd of Revenue
i | and fop§33;_$h action as it may seem expedient to them to take, the following mattn:-
: in gg,nn’eph‘dn with'the bridge over the Vellaur at Muttaloor in the Vridaihellu;n
3 ‘@iréle which was carried away in November 1871. 1 B e

= 1 9. The bridge was originally estimated to cost Rupees 53,930, but in
2> i Septemb& 1871 the Executive Engineer submitted a supplemental estimate for
; ‘ Rupees 5,652, This was forwarded by the late Colonel Boileau, who was then
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Superintending Engineer, to Government, who returned it with instructions that
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it should be submitted through the Local Fund Board. On the 6th November
: i 3 the very "day that the bridge was carried _away, Captain Vertue, who haci
— 0 ; suscoaded Colonel Boilean, forwarded it to the President Mr. Garstin, who replied
—3 1 on the 16th idem that as the bridge was 1o longer in existence, it was unnccessary
nds for its qomplgtiqn,' But it appears that owing to the lateness of
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. that the Local Board are of opinion that the charge should

4 It will be seen tha
be met from Provineial Funds on the ground that the work was commenced before
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to have been doomed to destruction from the commencement, owing to defective ¢
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1 - design.
' 5 In asking this concession, I do not think that the Local Board are
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_making an unreusonabl }
" calléd on to provide funds to a large amount for 8 project on which they had not

n consulted, and which, owing to an error in the design which escaped the
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F ' - Susurrrep for the orders of Government,
% 2. The Virdachellam Local Fund Board ask that a bill for Rupees 2,327-6-9
. ‘expended on the Vellaur bridge before its collapse may be paid from Provin-

bk cial Funds.

k3 3. Under all the circumstances of the case, this request seems to be rea-
8. sonable. -

18 s (A true Copy and Extract.)
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Secretary.

'!o the Chief Secretary to Government, Financial Depa.rt.ment,
with ten enclosures.

Copy to the Prwdent of the Local Fund Boards,
ey ! South Arcot District,
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~ Susmrrtep for the orders of Government. ~
2. The Virdachellam Local Fund Board ask that a bill for Rupees

. expended on the Vellaur bridge before its collapse may be paid fré
cial Funds. . '

3. Under all the circumstances of the case, this request seems
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