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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
9th January 1873.

M
No. 47.  Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Com-

mission, Tinnevelly, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Tinnevelly, 11th December 1872, No. 270 :—

I have the honour to furnish the information called for in paragraph 12 of
Government Proceedings, No. 1389, dated 10th October.

9. As explained in my letter, No. 390, dated 26th December 1871, the
people were much discontented at the imposition of the trades-tax in Palamcottah
last year, and when I thought it high time to interfere in the matter, demand
notices to the extent of 1,800 Rupees had been issued, though the Budget Estimate
of assets from this tax amounted to but 1,500 Rupees. My first step was to
ascertain who could pay without inconvenience, and I found that Rupees 570
would be paid by classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 without a murmur, thus leaving but
930 Rupees to be paid by the remaining traders of the town in classes 6 and 8.

3. T next determined the trades that should not be taxed at all, and excused
the washermen, barbers, muchies, musicians, itinerant vendors, native doctors,
rope-twisters, dyers, and other petty traders altogether, and called on the bazaar-
men, kummalers, silk-weavers, bricklayers, oilmongers, betel-vine growers, chunam-
burners, and chucklers to apportion this 930 Rupees among themselves. After
much discussion this was at length effected, and the money was collected and

'paid; the proportions paid by these castes were as under :—

RS.
AR A 4 o e s T sl a5 Son I wer B e 300
b e RN e e LT A TR e O 250
FAE WOBVIE SR ot ¥ coe Ehvpsiiiaas  akele asa . sdeii asagiess 200
T P RO e SIS T LR O LA 70
e T S R O P TR LA S 30
Betol-vins GYOWETS . .c. »oo cos  ser ess wes Laia Setalibne 20

CRENAD-THETIOND *oos Sl aps b nra ~ st5 v BN van Ragelll con Seueate 30
e 4 PN e e S PG A L TR FLLE S S 30

Total ... 930

s

4. Tt was not so much the imposition of the tax as the injudicious and
arbitrary manner in which it was being levied that gave rise to discontent, and I
found no difficulty in reconciling the parties concerned and fixing the proportions
to be paid by each in the course of a fow hours’ discussion with the heads of the

geveral castes.

No. 48. ORDER THEREON, 9th January 1873, No. 37.
To be recorded.

(True Extract.)
W. HUDLESTON,
Clu'ef Secr: Gldry e

‘£zd, 7. H., Burns,
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