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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
4th March 1873.

No. 35, Read the following letter from the Accountant-General, to the Chief

Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Fort St. George, 17th
February 1873, No. 674 :—
Audit Department,

I bave the honour to submit, for the orders of Government, the following
circumstances regarding the overdraft of absentee allowance by the Superinten-
dent, Central Jail, Vellore, on account of Jailer Montgomerie, since dismissed.

2. Montgomerie was granted sick leave from 26th August 1872, and his
absentee allowance at Rupees 75, a moiety of his pay, was drawn for him by the
Superintendent in September and October. The bills came to this office in usual
course and were passed, inadvertently, without challenge. The bill for October
was audited on 27th November, and on that oceasion it was found that this office
was not in possession of the information regarding his pay during the three years
prior to 26th August last, which was necessary to enable it to calculate the absentee
allowance under Section 2-1 and Section 4, Supplement F, Civil Leave Code.

3. Thereupon a memorandum, bearing date 27th November 1872, was sent to
the Superintendent, Central Jail, in which a statement of Montgomerie’s services,
pay, and leaves, during the three years in question, was called for “ in order to
regulate his absentee allowance.”

4. This memorandum the Superintendent received on 30th idem, and replied
to on 18th December.

5. On 3rd Deccomber, notwithetanding the wording of the memorandum as
quoted above, the Superintendent drew absentee allowance at the same rate for the
month of November. This bill in due tirme came to this office, and was audited on
14th January 1873 in accordance with the information received from the Superin-
tendent.

6. The result of the audit was that a sum of Rupees 84-1-0 had been over-
drawn on account of Montgomerie, and an objection statement retrenching that
amount was issued on the date last named.

7. The Superintendent’s explanation is as follows :— .

“*Before Mr. Montgomerie’s salary was drawn a reference was made to the Inspector-General
of Jails. In reply, the undersigned was informed Mr. Montgomerie was entitled to half salary while
sick, which was drawn accordingly. The first bill at this rate was drawn in September last, and no
exception was taken thereto. The inference, therefore, was that it was correct.

*“ 1 submit that the error, if such it is, should have been taken exception to at once, in which
case it could at once have been rectified. The recovery of this sum from Mr. Montgomerie is now
impossible, as he was dismissed in December last, while it was drawn, as above stated, after a refer-
ence to the Inspector-General of Jails. Under these circumstances, therefore, I request this

retrenchment may be withdrawn,™ |
8. With reference to this explanation, I would offer the following obsery-
ations :— : ‘
a. Captain McLeod, in my opinion, erred in asking the Inspector-General,
instead of this office, for information regarding the allowances payable to an
absentee. :
b. 'The Inspector-General took upon himself the responsibility of answer-
ing, without reference to this office, the inquiry made by the Superintendent. By
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