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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

20¢h February 1873.

Read the following papers :—

No. 142. From the President of the Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly, to
the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Trichinopoly,
27th January 1873, No. 34. -

Referring to the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town
of Trichinopoly at a meeting held on the 4th January 1873, I have the honour to
enclose copies of correspondence beween the Commissioners and Dr, A. L. T. Cooke

for orders, as requested by him.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Trichinopoly at 3
Meeting held on the 23rd November 1872,

S * E ] *

Paragraph 16. Resolved that the Sub-Committee of the Civil Dispensary be requested to
revise the prices charged for medicines (which are stated to be exorbitant), and to pass all bills
sent out in future.

Resolved, also, that they be requested to reconsider the Dispensary Rules, especially that which
directs that only the prescriptions of a medical officer shall be made up at the dispensary.

* * * *
(Signed) J. B. PENNINGTON,
President,

From Surgeon-Major A. L. T. COOKE, Garrison-Surgeon, Trichinopoly, to the President of the
Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly, dated Trichinopoly, 8rd December 1872, No. 143.

Referring to extract from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners, No. 660, dated
29th November 1872, I beg to state that the subject mentioned in paragraph 1 of the above
extract has been referred to on a former occasion by me, and decided upon by Government, viz.,
“ that, except in purely professional matters, such as the treatment of disease, the Commissioners
have absolute authority over the administration and regulation of the affairs of the Civil Dispen-
sary which has been made over to them."—Vide Fort St. George Gazette, page 1644. This
decision of Government, nevertheless, in my opinion, in no way refers to the issue of medicines
on the prescription or orders of non-professional persons.

2. Regarding paragraph 2 of extract of the same date, stating that the Sub-Coﬁ:mittce
““be requested to reconmsider the Dispensary Rules, especially that which directs that only the
prescriptions of a medical officer shall be made up at the dispensary,” I beg to state that, so long
as I am responsible, under the existing orders of Government, for the safe custody of medicines,
many of which include poisons, T cannot permit their issue without the signature or initials of %
professional person. Paragraph 70, page 93, Medical Code, clearly shows that these rules have been
advisedly framed by Government, and this, too, in the interests of the public health,

Extract from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Trichinopoly at &
Meeting held on the 7th December 1872,
* * - ® ¢
Paragraph 10. Read letter from Dr. Cooke stating that the Government Order, published
in the Gazette, page 1644, in no way refers to the issue of medicines on the prescription or orders
of non-professional persons, and that he cannot permit the issue of medicines without the signature
or initials of a professional person.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20tk February 1873,

Resolved that this letter be referred to the Sub-Committee for consideration in connexion with

the question under inquiry by them, with the remark that, in the opinion of the Commissioners
’

the Medical Code is in no way necessarily binding upon them.
' (Signed)  J. B. PENNINGTON :

President.
Proceedings of the Sub-Committee of the Civil Dispensary at a Meeting held on the 13th of
Decemb_er 1872.
Present :
L. Moore, Esq.

M.R. Ry. T. Appajee Row.
» s P. Striramulu Naidoo.
Read the following extract from the Proceedin
held on the 23rd of November 1872 :—

““ Resolved that the Sub-Committee of the Civil Dis
charged for medicines at that institution, as they are st
bills sent out for the future.”

gs of the Municipal Commissioners at a meeting

pensary be requested to revise the prices
ated to be excessive, and also to pass all

The Sub-Commitiee cannot consider that the prices su
Dispensary at present can be held to be excessive. They
for each pill or powder, and 2 Annas for each ounce
adhered to, the Sub-Committee do not think that th
of exorbitant prices.

With reference to the latter portion of the resolution A
request the Commissioners to call on Dr. Cooke to order the ls: g:i;g?,:ﬁ::{ Atl;:i:a'::ﬁotxln:;gtes
Dispensary for the future to bring all bills for signature to the President of the SUb-Committ:e
Dr. Cox, and in his absence to Mr. Moore, who will check and revise them. s

2. Read the following extract from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners at a
meeting held on the 23rd November 1872 :—

‘¢ Resolved that the Sub-Committee be requested to reconsider the Dispensary Rules, especially
that which directs that only the prescriptions of a medical officer shall be made up at the Civil
Dispensary.”

Read also a letter from Dr. Cooke on the same subject.

The Sub-Committee are decidedly of opinion that the rule, alluded to in the above-mentioned
resolution, requires modification. Many persons are at present put to much trouble and expense by
being obliged to procure a medical officer’s prescription before they can obtain the most simple drug
from the dispensary. The Sub-Committee cannot understand why an Hospital Assistant should
not be as well-qualified to be entrusted with the responsibility of issuing medicines as an Assistant
in a Druggist’s shop. They would, therefore, propose that the 1st Class Hospital Assistant, at
present attached to the dispensary, should be authorized to give out medicines on application be;ng
made to him, and that, in all cases where the advisability of complying with the application appears
to him to be doubtful, he should refer to Dr. Cooke, who should have the power of refusing any
such application, on giving his reasons for so doing. With reference to the latter portion of Dr
Cooke’s letter, they would propose that no poisons should be sold from the dispensary without the
sanction of the medical officer in charge.

3. With regard to the other statements made in Dr. Cooka's letter, referred to them for their
consideration, the Sub-Committee remark that they cannot agree with that officer in considering
that the Order of Government, to the effect that, except in purely professional matters, such as the
treatment of diseases, the Commissioners are to have absolute authority over the dispensary, does
not authorize them in altering the rule previously alluded to, The duties of the medical oﬂ;éer in

pposed to be charged at the Civil
are as follows for non-subseribers :—1 Anna
of fluid. If these rates of charges are strictly
ere will be any cause of complaint on the score

Proceedings of the Madras Government, I'inancial Department,
20th February 1873.

4. With reference to paragraph 2 of Dr. Cooke’s letter, the Sub-Committee would remark
that they cannot consider that the provisions of the Medical Code are in any way binding on the
Commissioners in the management of the dispensary. However, in case the Commissioners have
any doubt on this point, or on that alluded to in the previous paragraph, the Sub-Committee would
suggest that they should submit the question to Government for decision, as it is very desirable that
the differences of opinion that so often arise between the Commissioners and Dr. Cooke should be
put a stop to, their frequent recurrence being, for many reasons, much to be regretted.

(Signed) LEWIS MOORE.
e Lre T. APPAJEE ROW.
SR P. STRIRAMULU NAIDOO.

ExtracT from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Trichinopoly at a
Meeting held on the 20th December 1872,
= * #
Paragraph 4. Read Proceedings of the Civil Dispensary Sub-Committee at a meeting held
on the 13th December 1872. :
Resolved that these Proceedings be forwarded to Dr. Cooke for an expression of his opinion,
with the remark that the Commissioners are disposed to concur generally in the suggestions of the

Sub-Committee.
(Signed) J. B. PENNINGTON,

President.

From Surgeon-Major A. L. T. COOKE, Garrison-Surgeon in charge of Civil Dispensary, Trichino-
poly, to the President of the Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly, dated Trichinopoly,

30th December 1872, No. 155.

Referring to the concluding paragraph of the Proceedings of the Sub-Committee of the Civil
Dispensary received on the 13th instant, I certainly concur with them that some authoritative deci-
sion ought to be made regarding the questions raised in their Proceedings under notice, viz., viz.,
whether the Government rule enacted by Government clearly for the interests of the public health in
paragraph 70, page 93, of the Medical Code shall be set aside ? and whether (having regard to
the conditions which obtain in the mofussil stations) these conditions, it may be added, having no
analogy to the Druggist’s shop as suggested by the Sub-Committee, so necessary to prevent injury
(possibly crime) as would sooner or later accrue from the issue of medicines on the prescriptions
of ignorant persons, is to be discarded.

2. I do not consider the opinions expressed in paragraph 2 of the Proceedings of the Sub-
Committee should be submitted to. : ‘

3. The rescinding of this rule would cause other inconveniences, viz., the exhaustion of the
stock of such medicines as the following, quinine, calomel, opium, &c., &c., on the demands of
patives, who are fully aware of their value. Further, referring to the suggestion of the Sub-
Committee, this paragraph, if carried into effect, would impose on the Hospital Assistant a duty of
somewhat menial character, which it is proposed to throw upon him, the certain neglect of his
legitimate duties which demand his constant presence in the dispensary would surely follow during
his absence, of having the bills revised and signed by the Sub-Committee. I, therefore, trust such
a suggestion should he withheld. Certainly the question raised in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the
Proceedings under notice requires authoritative decision,—Are the rules for the regulation of Civil
Dispensaries to be obsolete, &e., &e. ?

4. On the other hand, should the Government Order, whose ruling is recorded at page 1644
of the Fort St. George Gazetle (amongst other papers placed at the disposal of the public press),
be substituted for these rules, now abrogated, the interests of the institution with respect to its
internal economy, discipline, and general arrangements must suffer on the almost complete with-
drawal from the legitimate control (vested by Government) in the medical officers in charge.
I, therefore, beg this correspondence may be submitted in its entirety to the decision of Govern-

ment.
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20th February 1873.

ExTrACT from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commi

; ssioners for the Town of Trichinopoly at a
Meeting held on the 4th January 1873. :
*
' Paragraph 5. Read letter from Dr.
mittee relative to the Ciyil Dispensary
Resolved, accordingly,
the orders of Government,

*
.

Cooke referring to the Proceedings of- the Sub-Com-

that th e e :
@ President be requested to submit the whole correspondence for

(Signed) J. B. PENNINGTON,
President.

No. 143. From the President of the Mu

the Chief Secretary to Governme
27th January 1873, No, 35.

nicipal Commission, Trichinopoly, to
nt, Fort St. George, dated Trichinopoly,

tOWnlzfa?l?gz(]ls:geO;V,lt:t . P"O.COVCdi"gS of the D;uxmici[)al Commissioners for the
AN enc]osepco)" : af meeting held on the 20th December last, I have t!le
Bt Pleb oI correspondence that has passed between the Commis-
e vl ooke, and request the Government to define more distinctly the
position of Civil Surgeons in charge of Municipal Dispensaries.
& 1321 Dr. Coo-kes reluctan.ce to abandon the direct administrative charge of
| g e perhaps only natural, and the Medical Code almost appears to
compel him to adopt the course he has ; so that it would seem advisable to frame a

fresh Code of Instructions for Medical Officers in charge of institutions not directly
under Government management,

From Smtg.eon-l[ajor A. L. T. COOKE, Garrison-Surgeon, Trichinopoly, to the President of the
Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly, dated Trichinopoly, 15th November 1872, No. 139.
I have the honour to forward you a copy of remarks made in the Visitors’ Book by Mr. J.
McDougall on the 13th instant. I beg to state that the book in question is not intended for such
remarks, and have, therefore, ordered the erasure of the same :—

13th November. Extract,

J. McDougall called for some quinine.

Exrracr from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Trichinopoly at a
Meeting held on the 16th November 1872,

* * > )

Paragraph 9. Read letter from Dr. Cooke, Garrison-Surgeon, with reference to a remark
made in the Dispensary Book by Mr. J. A. McDougall. The remark alluded to being as follows :—
““ Called for quinine.” ;

Ordered to be recorded, as the Commissioners see nothing objectionable in the remark made
in the Dispensary Book.

(Signed) A. SAGE,
Vice-President.

From Surgeon-Major A. L. T. COOKE, Garrison-Surgeon, Trichinopoly, to the President of the
Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly, dated Trichinopoly, 3rd December 1872, No. 142.

Referring to extract from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners, No. 665, dated
20th November 1872, I beg to state that the remark made by Mr, McDougall was erased (or rather

Aty
i
e

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

20th February 1873.

blotted out) by me from the V.

isitors’ Book of the Civil Dispensary, for the reasons given in my

letter, No. 139, dated 15th ultimo, as I consider the remark objectionable.

——

From Surgeon-Major A. L. T. COOKE, Ga,rrison-Surgf:on, Trichinopoly, to theEi;re;';denlt4 {)f the
Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly, dated Trichinopoly, 8rd D.ec.ember 1872, .‘)o.d (i28th
Tn reply to extract from the Proceedings of the Municipal’Comm'lssmners,fNo. 60]:, ate 2
November 1872, I beg to state that the . Visitors’ Book ™ is not intended for suc remarh 329
«« Called for quinine '’ made by Mr. McDougall on the 13th N ovember 1872.—See paragrap :

page 53, volume L, Medical Code.

Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Trichinopoly at a

Meeting held on the 7th December 1872.
* *

stating that he has erased the remark made by Mr.

Exrract from the

*
*

Paragraph 9. Read letter from Dr. Cooke
J. McDougall.

Also read letter from Dr.
remark as ¢ Called for quinine.”

Resolved that Dr. Cooke be info
in the Visitors’ Book, and should merely

Cooke stating that the Visitors' Book is not intended for such

rmed that he has no authority to interfere with remarks made
bring them to the notice of the Commissioners.

(Signed) J. B. PENNINGTON,
President.

P

i ichi he President of the
j .L.T.COOKE, Garrison-Surgeon, Trichinopoly, to t
e A dated Trichinopoly, 14th December 1872, No. 147.
ark made by Mr. McDougall in the Visitors’ Book,
The remark was erased to prevent any other like .

ivil Di i llowed to stand
i isitors’ Civil Dispensary, because, if such remarks were & 5
' e o 2o e ¢ . d the Visitors’' Book would soon resemble the

i ther and similar ones, an :
s O pehacw : levant to the purpose for which they

i ite irre
low books, wherein remarks were made quite irreley : st
= B:ng: 1. therefore, considered myself to be fully justified in erasing the ob,]ectlonabl-e remark.
Wel'e2ep (':‘rove’rnment has laid down certain and stringent rules for the proper keeping of the

veral books in the dispensary and, until Government rescind these rules, I hold myself entirely
1) ’ ’

* responsible to that authority and no other.

From Surgeon- KE
Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly,
The Municipality were informed of the rem:

but they °‘ saw nothing objectionable in it.”

———

i ici issi for the Town of Trichinopoly at a
the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners :
B Y Meeting held on the 20th December 1872.
* *
Paragraph 10. Read letter from Dr. Cooke stating that he is responsible for the remarks
made in the Visitors’ Book, but no other until the Government cancel the ruh?s.laxd do§vr'1 by them .s
Resolved that Government be requested to define more distinetly the position of Civil Surgeon

i i ies Wi Municipal Commissioners.
harge of dispensaries with reference to the . :
o Thge Commissioners have no doubt whatever as to the meaning and intent of &. 0., No. 1270,

dated 25th September 1872, but, unfortunately, Dr. Cooke takes a different view o.f it, and the
consequence 18 & number of petty discussions between him and the Commissioners which are much

t0 be regretted.

*

(Signed) J. B. PENNINGTON,
President.
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l’rocccdings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

20¢% I"cbruury 1873.

No. 144, OrpEr THEREON, 20th I*‘ebruury 1873, No. 243.

The Governor in Council considers that Dr. Cooke was wrong in erasing
from the Dispensary Visitors’ Book any remarks although he was at liberty to bring
improper ones to the notice of the Commissioners. The remark in question was

certainly not such as ought to have been entered in the Visitors’ Book, but, other-
wise, there is nothing objectionable in i,

)
poisons or dangerous drugs enter, or
Prescription is signed by a medical

like. Buthe should not issue any in which
such as he considers questionable, unless the
man.

3. Itis,of course, open to the Commissioners to fix the charges for medicines
supplied and pass the bills,

4. The attention of the President is dp
sending up masses of undigested corresponden
the waste of paper in the reference, no less t
being absolutely blank,

aWn to the standing order against
ce to Government for orders, and to
han thirty-five out of fifty-six pages

(True Extract.)

Chicf Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly.
Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department,.
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