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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
17th February 1873.
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Read the following papers :—

No. 115. From the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 3rd February 1873,
No. 329.

With reference to the Order of Government as per margin, I have the honour

to report that, during the month of
SEReT Y - January, 139 deaths from cholera have
been reported to me from villages in the Nellore District. The disease appears to
have been limited to thirty-six villages during this period, and a Battery of Artillery
in passing from Secunderabad to the Mount, by keeping free of infected villages,
has arrived safely at its destination. '

9. From the very slow progress of the epidemic, I am not apprehensive of
an outbreak in the town of Madras until June or July next; but I have met
Colonel Denison and Dr. Balfour in consultation as to the measures to be employed
should the epidemic visit us, and the measures will be severally reported upon by
the Municipal and Medical Authorities as requested.

3. The whole of the districts south of the Kistna, with the exception of
Nellore, are now free of cholera, and I have no reports of recent date from the
distriets to the northward, so that I am in hopes that the epidemic movement is,
for the present, in abeyance.

4, I have lately addressed® the President of the Municipal Commission on
the subject of the probable southward
advance of cholera, and I have specially
called attention to certain defects in the conservancy of the town. I have advo-
cated a reform in the method of the collection of the refuse of the city, such as
gpecial carts for the night-soil and the destruction by fire of the dry refuse, and
until this question is taken up by the Municipality and bye-laws sanctioned to
enable them to prevent night-soil being mixed up with dry rubbish, the conservancy
arrangements will not be satisfactory.

5. 1 beg to append copy of my letter on the subject, and should not trouble
Government concerning the matter, only that I have been informed that the
consideration of the question has been postponed, and that it is not the intention of
the Commissioners to use the cinerators already constructed with the view of
carrying out the reform I have advocated. '

No. 155, of 1st February 1873, '

*No. 1391, of 3rd October 1872.

 Roferred to the President of the Municipality for his remar]

Fogr St. Georee, =~ (Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,

5th February 1873. Chicf Secretary.

No. 116. From the President of the M_unicipal Commission, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 10th
February 1873, No. 2159.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of the Sanitary Commissioner’s
letter, No. 329, of the 3rd instant, together with enclosure (herewith returned),
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

17th February 1873.

which have been referred to this Department for my remarks. I have already
addressed you on the subject of the preparations made by the Municipality to meet
the threatened invasion of cholera into Madras.

2. Since then I have received the report of the Budget Committee_a-nd
observe in paragraph 7 the following remarks :—* We do not consider the provision
for the  Cinerator Establishment’ necessary, as our inquiries have proved to us
that the sweepings can be more easily and economically disposed of by being buried
than by being ‘shroffed’ by a special establishment and then burnt. The
cinerators may be regarded as failures.” In my address to the Commissioners which
will be read at the General Meeting to be held on the 15th instant, I have adverted
to this, and hope that measures may be taken to bring the cinerators again into use.

No. 117. OrpER THEREON, 17th February 1873, No. 224.

The Governorin Council is satisfied that the Medical and Municipal Authorities
are thoroughly alive to the necessity of being ready for an invasion of cholera, and
that preparations have been made and precautions taken which will admit of speedy
extension should the need arise.

2. The Government, however, desire that the attention of the Municipal Com-
missioners may be specially directed to the urgent necessity of providing for the
improvement of the latrines in the town and suburbs.
from the dry sweepings, the burning of the latter in the cinerators, and the removal
of the former beyond the town to some place where it may be used as manure,
would seem to be duties properly devolving on the Executive and should be insisted
on by the President as its head. '

3. The use of cinerators being so decidedly advocated by the Sanitary
Commissioner, a heavy responsibility will be incurred by neglect to carry out his
recommendation of a system which evidently cannot be injurious and may be

productive of marked benefit to the health of the community,

(True Extract.)

The separation of night-soil

Chief Secretary.

To the Sanitary Commissioner.
,» President of the Madras Municipal Commission.
»» Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department.

Exd. J. H. Burps.
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