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stating t}mt the rough Proceedings were not kept. Major Searle offered some
explanation of this transaction in his letter of the 27th May 1872, paragraphs 1

See G. 0., 19th Octoter, ax.1d 2,' an error in which he corrected in
Marred O his private note of the 10th June, and

i again entered more fully into the matter
in his letter of the 6th of September, paragraphs 2, 3, and 4, and it is with reference
more especially to these letters of explanation that Mr, Whiteside’s opinion on these
cases has been formed.

8. Mr. Whiteside, after recapitulating the statements made by Captain Mayne
and Mr. Beckett regarding the transactions at the two Meetings, proceeds to
examine Major Searle’s explanation as given in his letter of the 27th May ; he states
that on first receiving the letter he was under the impression that Major Searle had
really forgotten the existence of the order, to omit part of the Proceedings, when he
sent his letter dated 27th May 1872 ; he then goes on to show that Major Searle’s
letter, dated 27th May, could not have been despatched before the 4th of June, and
that, in the mean time, i.c., on the 1st of June, the order, directing the Manager to
make the omission above alluded to, written in Major Searle’s own handwriting, had
been shown to him. Mr. Whiteside admits that he received a private note from
Major Searle, dated 10th of June, informing him that the order had since been found,
and stating that he and the Manager had quite forgotten the circumstance; but he
argues that, as Major Sedrlo was aware of the fact before he despatched his previous
letter, he ought at least to have added a postseript to that effect, and that he was, in
the absence of any sach notg, justified in considering the statement in paragraph 1,
clanse 2 of tha lattar of tha 97th May ae inearract Mr. Whiteside gives his reasons
at length for believing that the letter dated 27th May was not despatched till the
4th; but as Major Searle admits the fact, they need not be noticed here.

9. Mr. Whiteside also, in reference to the same transactions, points out that
Major Searle was guilty of inaccuracy in writing in paragraph 1, clause 4 of his
letter of the 27th May 1872, that * on the work being again proposed by me, at a
Meeting held on the 2nd February 1872, it was resolved to carry it out and the
work is now nearly completed ;” whereas the work as carried out, viz., the reclama-
tion of the land, was not the work originally proposed, which was * to erect a
latrine on land to be reclaimed.” No latrine having been erected to this date,
Mr. Whiteside considers that Major Searle was guilty of an inaceuracy in deseribing
the work as nearly completed. The testimony of Venkataroyer, dismissed Manager,
is much depended on by Mr. Whiteside in support of the conclusions arrived
at by him in regard to these transactions. A reference to this man’s statement,
made in reply to question No. 17, will show that he acknowlédges to having wilfully
misled Major Searle by withholding from him information of which he was possessed
regarding the entry in Major Searle’s order book, clearly with a view to Major
Searle’s injury. A careful perusal of this man's evidence will go far to affording
an insight into the origin of these charges. It may be here romarked with reference
to this transaction, as showing the vague nature of My, Whiteside's and Captain
Mayne’s knowledge of the proposition, that Mr. Whiteside deposed that the latrine
was to have been constructed of iron, that Captain Muayne stated that the stones

from the fort were to have been used for it, wher i
- . eas the plan shows that it was to
have been built of brick. ’ i b o v
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10. Major Searle’s explanation of the above charge is givén in his letters of

o This lettor was addressed to the President in reply to the 27th May 1872, No. 1, and 6th Sep-

et e against the Vico-President by the tember® 1872, No. 390, to the address of
diamissed Manager. Major Searle especially begged : e

e “might be submitted to Government, but this the President, and in his letter 6{ the “

doos not appear to have been done. 10th November 1872, to our address, and
is as follows. B A,
11. Major Searle’s Erplanation.—He acknowledges that the proposition which -
he made at the Meeting of the Tth July 1871 was negatived, and that the resolution
to that effect was entered in the draft Proceedings, but omitted from the fair copy
by his order, as he hoped to bring it forward at a future Meeting. Major Searle
denies that at the Meeting of the 9nd February 1872 he disavowed all knowledge
of any such proposition, and says it is absurd to suppose t!m't he would do so,
when he produced, at the Meeting, the very same plan which had been placed
before the Meeting of the 7th July 1872. He states that when asked for the rough
Proceedings, he said they are not kept here, mesning that they were kept at his own
house ; he denies having said they were ““not kept” in the sense that they were not
kept at all. o A

12, In reference to the alleged incorrect statement made in paragraph 1 of
clause 2 of the letter of 97th May, Major Searle explains that the letter was origi-
nally drafted on that date, and that at that time he had %‘l’g’ecollectinn of haying
directed the Manager to omit a part of the Proceedings, and that he was quite
unable to account for the fact ; he admits that his letter from one cause and another
was not despatched until after the 4th of June, and that on the 1st of June the
Manager had ghowed him his wﬁﬁon-c.wdor to 'c\mit.e part of thoPrmdiz;gg of

the Meeting of the 7th July 1871 ; he gives as his reason for not altermg th&letﬁet
or adding a postscript,-that;he _had r.eeeiv_ed a call from 'thg.President bo xpedi ythe
despatch of the letter, and that he thought it bettm.' not ﬁo delay the kkter—fa&er ot
for the purpose of altering the statement alluded to, but to correct the mistake by
a subsequent communication ; he therefore despatched the letter and addressed a
, ‘ private note to Mr. Whiteside, dated the
10th June, explaining the transaction.
13. Major Searle farther explains that in writing of the work on the Katpadi

road as nearly completed, he referred to the reclamation of the land and not to

the latrine.

Marked D.

Opinion on the case.—Adter giving full consideration to the statements of Mr..
Whiteside, Captain Mayne, and Mr. l?eckett, an.-d to that of the late Manager,we are
¢ opinion that Major Searie committed an_irregularity in causing a part of the
0 opmed Scosaigs dr the Meeting of the 7th July 1871 to be omitted from the
g, “,’; that he showed a want of judgment in forwarding his letter of the
s co;» {i 7 1872 without correcting the error which it contained, and which was
sl t: {,is notice before it wal despatched. In every other respect we consider
bf-oughtl Sonsto be candid and quite satisfactory, and we can see no ground
s SXE m}a uestioni!ig”his good faith and truthfulness in the matter. :
whatever B8 4% in paragraph 3 is that at s Meeting held on 21st July 1871,
S R, it was proposed and carried that Mr.
Mr. Prericks’ oontract for the masoury works of tho Muicle  pyoricks the contractor, should haveall

e ) masoury works costing 20 Rupees and
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38. The second suit is that deseribed in the 4th and following paragraphs of
the same letter ; it has also been decided in favour of the Municipality and would not
!mve needed any remark except that the President has recorded a strong opinion that
1t ought not to have been persevered with,as Mr. Frericks waswilling to compromise.

39. We visited the building which formed the subject, and are of opinion that
the Commissioners would not have been Justified in allowing the contractor to
proceed with it, <

40. Not only has the specification been departed from in the omission of any
basement and, as we were informed, in the depth of the foundations, but the wall
on the eastern side )ias bulged to so great an extent that it is onl y now kept from
falling by strong wooden supports. It is quite certain that at Jeast a portion of the
walls must be re-built and that the roof must be‘re-conntructed or greatly strength-

S - ened. The decree and judgment in this
suit also are submitted.

41. The third suit was brought.by Mr. Frericks to recover money due to him
by the Municipa_lity, which had been withheld to meet his shorteomings in other
matters. This has been given against the Municipality, and the judgment will be
submitted when received.

42, The working of (he Municipality—We did not think it necessary to take

Lii?ffﬂ??fif."vi’i‘%’i&& m Woeting nn‘y .detailed sttfteuujnt f‘njm .tl.xe Cormn-
Captain Masieod. _ missioners on this point. Sufficient lfad

Dr Fon . transpired in the course of our enquiry

. < B A"dﬂn'r Engineor. to enable us to form a tolerably good
§ ﬁ%}i}'ﬁfﬁ&}&wm' Jl!ldg‘:n‘(;nth agf)f;'xt' it. We however i!]-
! X‘.:?..."*s;:l&“’;’.":,‘f,‘,{;mf i :{lwo ed the different works alluded to in
' | e correspondence, we went over the

. : town, and finally held a Meeting of the
Commissioners at their office at which the affairs of the Municipality were
calmly discussed.

43, Fx:om all we could gather we did not find that the Municipality was more
unpopular with the rate-payers in Vellore than elsewhere, nor was any complaint

made against the administration by Major Searle :

indeed, on his resigning
54 . » £ ’ ’
the Vice-Presidentship a resolution was passed by the Commissioners expressing

their regret that he had been obliged to vacate the post.

- 44, There was a tolerably unanimous expression of dislike to the trade tax,
which the Commissioners have found great diﬂiculty in assessing fairly. The assess-
ments were formerly made by a single paid individual, and now, under rules framed
by Mr. Whiteside, the town has been sub-divided into three parts, each of which is
under the charge of two Earopean and two Native Commissioners. The assessment
will probably be more satisfactorily carried out under this arrangement, and, until
it has had a fair trial, we would not recommend any change.

45. There is a very strong feeling amongst some of the Commissioners as to
the manner in which the President has been in the habit of condueting business.
They feel that Mr. Whiteside has received and acted on information supplied by
individual members without the knowledge of the Commissioners as a body, and

they fecl that in so doing he has deprived
Sef);t;i::enu of Captain Macleod, Captein Johnson, and their I)O(ly of the indvpundcuce which
by right should belong to it.

&
S AR
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48; Liykting.—'—The lighting of the town has given gl:eat satisfaction to the
people, and although capable of improvement seems to be fa}r]y well managed. |

47. Conservancy.—We regret that we cannot say the same of thfa conservanqy,
which appeared to us to be very deficient. The latrines are too few in number, !mt :
to judge from the state of the streets, lanes, and watercom:ses in the ?arly morning
even those cannot be used. The position of some of the l'atrma? and urinals p objec-
tionable ; we observed one of the former, an old one, b.mlt against the o.uterrvgn_‘ (;)f
the old Christian cemetery, and one of the latter ag?mst the wall pf a’Mah;;‘:df_m
Mosque enclosure ; another against the wall of a pnvvate house nd most o i:l:a
to the neighbonrhodd, and naturally formed a ground of complaint to the;.n:ima. tl;

48. Roads and Drainage—The roads are w.ell ke?t and well supplie lw:t |
side-drains, but, owing to a want of real sys?gmatw drainage, many of these.t; e:
do not carry off the water freely. The position of the ‘town is such that withou
a well-considered system of drainage it will always be liable to damage from flood
after;)ewywr:l:énture to recommend that early steps should be taken with this view
wo;xld suggest that it would be wise economy to raise st_xﬁici-ent mgzey on loan ‘
to carry out, once for all, a thoroughly efficient s.ystem of drmns.h e oF T,?:](:
large intercepting drains would probably be required to carry off ; e ;mte: w 1nd
flows off the hill-side into the town ; at pxjese.nt the streets petform !.t ’ at function a
are converted into torrents, at times almost impassable. i

and

50. Water Supply.—We had no means of testing the purity or otherwise of

sre No laints about it. _
o w;:e r’_;ﬁ:;?;::ﬁ;:ﬁfnﬂ&ng is large and well constructed, but it is not
w0 frecly resorted to as might b wished ; it nppenred to s thet it wos nanecessasily |
apacious : it is at present rented out and returns léper cent. on the m}tlay , but
:ﬁ:c:ubj;ct of making it still more remunerative is under the conmflerafmn ‘_o_f the
. Pisods in My last,—We wors informed that during the heavy rains which
foll early in October the floods from the stream whiqh’ passe; ;hg;ugh t;hawtzﬁ
breached in May, caused very great damage G a el PEClReE, ¥Onne, da 5

- insufficient to carry off the flood, it inundated the ?OI_IIPOMG: 03*!0}’

i d carried away large portions of the roads; a partial remedy for Mh” :
w: cropsl,_:; by constructing a bund for the purpose of diverting the anp m‘“ :
been appiet OY  rscand turning it into a large tank near the Central Jail; tho
from 1ts p!‘eﬁet: ghm“is avowegﬁy only temporary, and, havmg_' mpeo{;ed 1:, wg :
bund across T our opinion that it is not calculated to withstand a heavy
AP 11: :lfi it give vimy,' the town and station of Vellore will be hahfe to
f::dp’e :;i:‘h:;’ t;:ﬂoods of last month. We inspected the site of the Police lines,

vern d are now undergoing
i1di ve been taken over by Government an |
but as fh"_ bul};in;g{rem Public Works, they do not call for any remark. ,
repair in the 5 far detailed our proceedings at Vellore, we bfag 120 state th?f
it 7 inds, after having afforded to Mr. Whiteside, Captain

O mi <o :
the conviction left Oﬂ;‘:’the fullest opportunity of substantiating by ex:xdencer th’e
Mayne, and Mr. Beckthem in the Civil Court at Chittoor in respect to Major Searle’s

statements made b{he evidence signally fails to justify those grave accusations, nor

s li;:;:t of proof that in the acts brought forward against him, Major
is there a 8

lo was prompted by wrong motives or want of principle.
Searle

c
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was the first intimation I had of the existence of any such endorsement—and on examining the
bundle of records returned to me by Soobramanium, Vakeel, I found that endorsement (1.) attached
to the Proceedings of the 25th August. It is in Major Searle’s writing, and I had never seen it

before. It was not in the records when I previ-
Major Searle desires it to be noted that the dooument L.

was a strictly private memoravdum made for his own ously examined them ; as T am now called on to

use, and he 1s unable to account for its presence amongst  nsti int
the records sent to the Court by him ; mml have boen jmhfy my statement as regarda By DIsion of

put up by nccident. The psper does mot form n part of Major Searle’s inaccuracy in official matters, and
the Municipal records. . .
although this document was not before me at

“the time when I originally formed my opinion, I rely on it now as being a document among the

Municipal records, in Major Searle’s own handwriting, which, by its contents, justifies me and
corroborates the opinion I have formed. v

Question by Mayor Sedrle—~Did you form your opinion that I was unworthy of credit on
my explanation given in clause 2, paragraph 4, of my letter of 27th of May ?

I consider that the answer therein giver was not as straightforward as he might have made
it if he had chosen; it was one of many reasons on which 1 afterwards expressed my opinion. When
I received Major Searle’s explanation I was well aware of the date of Dr. Sayers’ note, and the

note itself contained intrinsic evidence that it could not have been written on the 25th August,
the date on which the Meeting was held, R

By Major Searle—~Did you ever receive any other explanation from me regarding this
subject ?

A.—Not to my knowledge, I do not recollect receiving any.

The next point.—That at the Meeting of the Municipal Commissioners held on the 7th November
1871, the Sub-Committee, who had been appeinted to report on the repair of certain roads in the
Municipality, made their report, and recommended that the bill for the repair of those roads should

‘be passed ; & resolution to that effect was carried. Major Searle, the Viee-President, being the only

member present, who voted against the motion. It was of course his duty to record that resolution
in the Proceedings; he omitted to do so. Mr. Craickshank, the Sub-Collector, subsequently discovered
this omission, and on the 17th Hwnln‘hmmht the omission to the notice of Major
Searle and remonstrated with him. Major Searle gave him to understand that the resolution as
carried would be entered in that day's Proccediugs, this was not done ; it was not until the 1st
December that the proposition was inserted in the Procecdings of that day.

I refer to the above as an instance of Major Searle's inaccurate manner of conducting business,
for when Mr. Cruickshank brought the omission to notice it should have been at onge remedied.

Major Searle wishes to stato that Mr. Orsickshaok’ Thin fuct was stutod to the President, Mr. Robin-
3:: n::::lhon 10 him ; that lurkmu lﬁ“::;"h“l: . by Mr. Cruickshank in hi‘mw i
aver of its ooutents, December 1871. It has subsequently come to

my knowledge that at that time Major Searle
was displeased with the contractor Mr. Frericks.

The next point.—That Major Searle in paragraph 7 of his letter of 27th May 1872 denics posi-
tively the truth of Captain Mayne's and Mr. Beckott's assertion as to the collection of Municipal
taxes, and he declares that the Contractor was not allowed to retain any money in his possession:
This statement of Major Scarle's is incorrect ; it had been rosolved at s Moeting on the 20th
March 1871, that the Contraclor should be allowed an extension of time up to the 30th June
1871, after which time all the uncollected bills should bo taken from him and his contract cancel-
led. Major Searle presided at that Meeting, and, in contravention of that resolution, he allowed
the Contractor to retain in his hands many bills for the eollection of Municipal taxes for many
months, and this was done without the knowledge and consent of the body of the Comynissioners ;
and, finally, when Mr. Cruickshank brought the matter to notice, and the bills were taken awsy
from the man on the 2ud Decomber 1671, it was found he kad Rupees 263-8-0, s shown b7
the cash-book.

L
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I rely upon the above as one of the reasons which led me to doubt Major Searle's aecuracy in

official matters. A

1 ascertained these facts from the letters of Captain Mayne and Mr. Beckett and Major Searle,
and verbally from Captain Mayne and Mr. Beckett and from the Manager. I bring this forward
as an instance of irregularity in the conduct of business by Major Searle.

I cannot say if any fresh bills were issued to the Contractor after the 30th June, or if the
money remaining with him in December was on account of collection which ought to have been

made previous to the 80th June. e
I think ¢his information did not reach me before the receipt of Captain Mayne and Mr. Beckett's

letter, I am mot positive however.

The next point.—At a Meeting on the 22nd September 1871, I am informed that Major S.earle
addressed the following words to Mr. Frericks :—** Bemelflber I am your enemy, and I always mll be
your enemy.” This was brought to my notice by Captfnn Mayne, Mr. Beckett, and Mr. Frericks ;
and while I was in Vellore in May, Major Searle explained thﬂ.b he had not made use of the words
imputed to him, but that he had said :—* Remember .Mr. Frericks you are your own fmemy a'nd m!l
always be your own enemy.” 1 accepted the explanation, asIhad no reason at that .tune to d{scrednt
Major Searle, and I thonght it quite possible that Captain Mayne and. Mr. l.3e-eketb might be mistaken
in the words made use of by Major Searle, and I was anxious to a}roxd revising b.ygone quarrels, and
I did not consider it a matter of which I was bound to take cognizance as President of the Munici-
pality. And when Captain Mayne brought it up again in his letter I was much annoyed, and
expressed my regret in wy letter to Government of .22.nd August 1872, Subsequently, I received
other information which induced me to alter my opinion. I learned ‘thtt Major Searle had at the
end of September 1871 made use, in conversation mfh Lieutenant Price, Assistant Superintendent
of Police, of words relating to Mr. Frericks very similar to those he was said to bave spoken in the
Municipal office. Lieutenant Price hintself told me, !

Q. by Major Searle.—Did Captain Price fnfOT'm you that the eonversation was a private one ?

A.—He said the ceaversation took place in his own, Lieutenant Price’s house, it was a long
conversation, and related principally to Mr. Frericks and Major Searle, and the latter’s grounds of
complaint against Mr. Frericks. _ : ]

Q. by Major Searle.~I have authority from Lieutenant Price for repeating the mvm
above alluded to. Lieutenant Price informed several others in Vellore besides myself that he
had had this conversation with Major Searle. :

Q.—Did Lieutenant Price make the statement in Court? ;

A—No. Lieutenant Price was put into the witness box, but the question was not allowed by
the Judge a8 not bearing on the suit under trial and relating personally to Major Searle. ,

“The above Was one of the reasons which led me to form an opinion adverse to Major Searle's

.bili - 4 i
ctedl‘l'h:’next point.—That after the Proceedings of Municipal Meeting of 21st August 1871 had

ied into the book, Major Searle altered the Proceedings in one important partieular

been fair eop by the insertion of certain words which do not

Put in marked J. appear either in the rough draft of the Pro-

cecdings or in the Proceedings as published in the District Gazetle, by the addition of the words
ings

*¢ until the expiration of the time of the present
A contract.”
ol in evidence in the Civil Court at Chittcor in one of the recent suits.

ERBTEE ?"&ﬁqbf it before, and I have not seen the letter referred to as addressed to
: m".r hem-i K7 As I heard the case stated in Court, I looked on it as a dishonest act, and
Doorg.l a?x Na:d;:-.or Scarle was influenced thereby. Now that I have seen the letter addressed
L opmlc:n o;-‘;;)w’ and heard Major Searle's explanation, I look on it only as an irregularity.
o Doo;gmhnot reccived any explanation from Major Searle on that point, as he resigned his post
o8 Vilce.‘;:esident on the very day that document was préduced in Court.

In Major Searle's hendwritisg and ackuowledged by him.
aj
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and revet the nullah. I then, asone of the Members, asked if thero was not a former proposition
about the removal of the stones to that spot for the purpose of building a latrine. Major Searle
denied all knowledge of such a proposition. I then took the fair Proceedings book and looked for
the proposition, not finding it there I asked for the draft Proceedings to be produced. Major
Searle then answered that they were not kept.

Another point.—The Proceedings of 218t July 1871—a proposition was made by some Members
at the Meeting that Mr. Frericks, the contractor, should have all masonry works costing 20 Rupees
and upwards, for which he was to be paid at municipal rates.

This proposition differed from that entered in the fair Proceedings and in the Disirict
Gazette. In order to ghow that the proposition as published was unnecessary I refer to the
Proceedings of the 25th April 1871, when it was resolved as follows:—

¢ That Mr. Frericks' offer for taking up all the contracts for making up the Cantonment
roads, a}f repairs, new market, and general improvements to be carried out in the Municipality
for the space of eleven months from the 1st May 1871, be accepted at the municipal rates, subject
to the work being approved of by the Commissioners.” This proposition renders the n.:solution
as recorded on 21st July unnecessary, because the latter is to the same effect as the former. The
cause for the proposition regarding the masonry works of 20 Rupees and upwards being mtd.o wasg
t?m the. Contractor, Mr. Frericks, said it did not pay him to take up petty works, such as cutting
mde-drw_xs, building mud walls, &ec., for which he was paid at the same rate ;u tank diggers.
; Mr. Frericks was then directed to retire into the side room, when the proposition as I have stated
;as ?dut an'd carru.ed. He was tl‘wn called and the proposition read to him as carried by the Vice-
resident; he said he was satisfied and retired, The proposition as published 1 congider to be

injurious to Mr, Frerick's interest, inasmuch as i :
t would
whatever amount however small. ould haye bound him to take up all works of

discofgr :;‘z;:nfi(:':e‘;;':he discrepancy between the resolution as passed and as recorded was
of the Commiasiondn o "’“h. subsequent to the Meeting. I did not briag it to the notice

2 % aqmmtaame7s 'M any Meeting, as 1 was trying lo trace other mallers as well at the
time. Subsequently, in May 1872, T brought this point;- amongst others, to the notice of the

President. 1 am not aware that any new propogition cancelling that published has ever been made .

at any Meeting.

.By Ma)'or Sanrlc.fThe Contraetor, Mr. Frcrick!. has never to my know]odgo complnined to
any on'e that .t}?e. proposition a8 recorded was injurious to him. I consider that it affects Major
Searle's credibility that he should have altered Proceedings once passed at a Meoting

Major' Searle had the entering of the propositiondimself, therefore I assume the alteration was
made by him. I am unable to say whether it was purposely done or not

The next point.—At a Meeting of the Commissioners, 21st August 1871. An alteration
was made in the handwriting of Major Searle in fair copy of the Procoedi b. o e
the words *‘ until the expiration of the time of the present contract.” Thel:gv:or{ia i foad
either in the draft Proceedings or in the gazetted copy. 1T first ”w' this four or five months ago.
I did nol bring it fo the notice of the Commissioners as I was still tracing some mauen:‘g I
was tracing things for the good of the Municipality, I did not think these things of sufficient
importance at the time to bring them before the Meeting of the Commissioners,

The next point.—A portion of the Proceedings®f 25th August 1871 ia found ta be written
0o & note from Dr. Sayers to Major Searle,

dated 27th August 1871, two days subsequent
to the date of the Meeting. This is to bear out a statement made by me in the Civil Court ab

Chittoor with reference to what had transpired at a certsin Moecting where a Commissioner
!)ropoeed that a bound book should be kept for the purpose of entering the draft Proceedings
instead of their being written on slips of paper. Major Searle had stated that assertion was
incorrect, whereas this draft Proceedings will prove that the Commissioner was right in bis
statoment. 1 saw this document first in March last. T see the date on it 25th August, it is not in

H.
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the same handwriting a8 the body of the Proceedings ; it is in’ the handwriting of the late head
clerk, who has since been removed from the office. The propositions written on that paper corres-
pond with the fair copy of the Proceedings of the 25th August. I have scen the draft Proceedings
of that date before the Court. I distinctly recognize the sheet of paper on which Dr. Sayers'

letter is written, but I cannot recognize the other sheets of the Proceedings. I brought this to

Mr. Whiteside's notice in the month of May.

The next point.—Referring to paragraph'5 of Major Searle's letter of 27th May, a statement
was furnished on 15th December 1871 by Major Searle showing the different grants in the Budget
for 1871-72, where urinals and latrines have been put together in one column, and shown that the
sum expended did not exceed the allotment, whereas it did exceed in one of the two iterns. I cannot
prove this statement without the production of the written etatement in question. The alteration
alluded to has been made in the handwriting of Major Searle.

Another point.—In section 7 of Major Scarlo’s letter of 27th May, he states ““at this time"
s » % ® % * % Jownto with the knowledge, Ibelieve, of several of the Commis-
sioners ;"' to the best of my knowledge no entry to this effect was made in any Proceedings. I

. s that hp believes say of the Commi: asked Major Searle to point it out if it had been
uz{?,:es: 3:;: wosdinge” the fact, but that no entry of it entered. In the same paragraph, last sentence,
was made on the Proceedings. Major Seatle says *“no money was retained by
«¢ the Collector, a8 erroneously stated by Captain Mayne and Mr. ‘Beckett,” whereas, when the
bills were taken from him according to Proceedings of 1st December 1871, he paid into the Office
on the 2nd December, Rupees 263-8-0 in cash, as shown by the cash-book. I point to this to

show that Captain Mayne and I were correct, and that Miﬁor’ Searle was in error.

7th November. :
The next point.—-Unauﬁhorised expenditure of Municipal funds by the Vice-President.

ed that Major Searle eﬁyended large sums without the sanction of the Com-
a special allobment for emergent works was made by the Commissioners, to
«t Meeting. The amount 0 expended, I believe, was about 10,000 Rupees,
the details are given in a statement furnished
by the Auditor of Accounts.

1 have complain:
missioners, ‘a!,t,hough.
be adjusted at the mext

See statement C. in G. 0.

" I do not say that there wa;s any inaccuracy

Mjor Searle ackawisdfen, s expenditure. withont jn $he account of expenditure, I 7 complain
e : that money was expended on cortain works with-
out sanction. ; '

I a.flude to the statement prepared at Captain Mayne's requisition at the Meeting of 1st
December 1871, a8 ‘well as to the statcment
n”kfd - “accompanying the Auditor’s report.

ition the sum of 20 Rupees was allowed to be spent on emergency

e former Ppropos : ;
y 4. Bis :ai ced to 50 Rupecs about November or December last, twelve months ago.
This sum W ent exceeded by former Vice~P_rasidpnts_J!

o™y Major Seale.—State the amount of special allotment above alluded to?

Q.—Was the allotm
A —1 have never inquired nor seen if it was exceeded.
By Major Searte Do you know any instance in which Major Searle has exceeded the allot-
y . Y - r .
ment since it Waé raised to 50 Fupees ?
. —1 do not recollect any instance, | ”
1 int.—Major Searle entertained some servants in the establishment of the Munici-
o i P‘; revious sanction of the Commissioners. For instance, the servants in the 2nd
Tkt grom 19 to 23 in March 1872by the Vice-President without the previous

Division were increaseC e
sanction of the Commissl 5
expenditure incurred was 8u q

rs. The servants so0 entertained were sweepers. I heard that the
tly sanctioned. 1 name this as an instance of irregularity.
G

= ..-_:f;;ii;
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: {\nother ?oint.—Paragraph 8 of Major Searle’s letter of 27th May 1872 is written as follows :—
This lett.er.xt would appear he (Mr. Frericks) took to Captain Mayne and Mr. Beckett.,” This
statement is incorrect, as no such letter was brought to me.

My remark, as quoted below in the same paragraph, was made after I had seen the letter at
the Meeting. " ~

By Major Searle.—Had you any knowledge of that letter previous to the Meeting ?

A.—None whatever, ‘ 8

The next point.—Paragraph 8 of above letter. At a Meeting of Commissioners Major Searle
addressed the Commissioners as follows :—*‘ I am glad to see you two, as cl;tlemon know how a
gentleman should be treated.” I then asked Major Searle if he intcn,ded tf) cast any reflection on
any of the other Commissioners present by such a remark, Major Searle declined toyanswer.

Another occurrence at the same Meeting.

Major Searle in handing over certain papers to Mr. Frericks expressed himself thus :—** Mr
Fre:ricks, romo:;xber lI bam {Iour enemy and will always be your enemy,” and ““bsclqucm]y'that th;;
statement was denied by Major Searle. I was 3 i
from a Commissioner, Ca.ptu::n Mayne. B r T N e e

Another point.—Paragraph 9 of Major Searle’s letter of 27th May. I refer to paragraph 9 of
the .letter from Messrs. Mayne and Beckett to the President da.tofl. 16th May 1872, As 1
consxdc.r that the words therein recorded were an insult to the g.encrs.l body of the Commissioners.
No notice was taken of the expression at the time by any one, and I am noj; aware that any notice
has been subsequently taken of it either by M. Cruickshz;nk or Captain Mayne ; it was brought
g:rwat:d, ;;or the first time, on the 16th May 1872, in the lettor above quoted. 1 be;g to record that
w”:}’;z:‘ 18;{“::;‘:;:3;2“ ‘;"9 the only 1"?.0 European Commissioners present on the 22nd Sep-
o wimn b l; Onl;s r:{:;; dl(:'. Cruickshank and myself the only three present on 1st

. 0 were used. I note this to show that it was only in the
absence of other European gentlemen that Major Searle behaved to us in an insulting manner.

m——

In Procoedings, 5th December 1871, it is r i
n P 28, : ecorded in paragra A
following is seconded by Mr. Craickshank to the end of the pa.:;grui)h r')tl g
I state that the version of what took place as stated by Mr. Cruickshank is correct, whercas the

version given by Major Searle is incorrect, 1w
: a5 present i
passed. It was heard by others, PP 80 ol Mostlig Mk Bpene

Major Searle adhered to his statement that the Proceedin

French foolscap. I state that this is not the case 28 were always writton on sheots of

a3 will bo seen by roference to the paper.
Soe rough Procoedings, 35th April, marked P, I call the paper I point to a slip of pgper. 1

also state that half-sh ft
used, and that they are not rightly deseri o -sheets of paper are often
Searle's, @itly Ceacribed a3 shoots of paper ; this is an inaccuracy of Major

By Major Searle.—Did you or any other Membor
the time or subsequently ?

A.—~No.

point out the discrepancy above noted at

A — reri .
S :other cxl;:o.l Mr. ‘I rericks ?vroto to. the Vnce-Preaideng. Major Seatle, roquesting the Com-
1oners would allow him a special Meeting for the purposo of laying bofore them his grievances
in connoxion with the contracts. In reply he

: gets a lotter, 26th October 1871, stating, in
paragraph 2, I regret to inform you that it is not convenient to the Commisaiom;rs % do.uo‘

Whereas the Bommissioners were not cor i ommissioners, should
walted ; if they w issi !
S Y were I, as one of the C i ’

Letters acknowledged by Major Searle.
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By Major Searle.
in connexion with the work’ing of the Municipality ?

A.—I never wrote to Mr. Whiteside in connexion with the working of the Municipality. I
wrote once explaining my reasons for not attending the Meetings. Some time after the despatch of
the letter of 16th May 1872.

Q.—Have you ever given any money to Mr. Frericks ?
not state the total amount, but a

A.—Never more than two or three rupees at a time. I can
very few rupees, it could not be more than 10 or 15 Rupees altogether. The money was given

both before and after the suits. The money was given as a loan, but I have never asked re-pay-

ment. I should leave it to him if he got on his legs again to repay me or not as he pleased.

<

‘4

My, Beckeit's replies to questions put by Cap-

; ¢ to Mr. Beckett by Captain
i it tain Mayne.

Mayne.
1. Did not the Commissioners before re- 1. Answered before.
golve to give a1l contracts in the }lnnicipality
o Mr. Frericks !

9. Then what was the necessity for again 2 Do.

making another proposition on the 21st July %

1871 ¢ '
3, When the propositio
Major Searle—see this—is 16

n was worded by 3. Proceedings of Meeting of 21st July

here worded as it 1871, paragraph 2, regarding Mr. Frericks
' taking over works, The resolution is not re-

assed at the Meeting t ,
hiveh = corded as it was passed. My answer was given
fully in my own statement.
4., Do you know any other instance in 4. Answered,
which propositions have been subsequently :
altered :
5. (Can you call to mind or have youseen 5. I have already answered that.
any of the draft Proceedings re-written by
Major Searle subsequent to Meetings. If so, N
what instance ! ‘ '
6. At any of the Meetings you were pre- 6. Already answered.

mber whether a proposi-
:?:: ::s ::ty:;ld ?s,l:ried to give le. Frericks
alll masonry works (about what time ?) |
Did Major Searle propose to erect 7 Alfoady sasetnd, |
i Katpadi road, close to the :
Jaiming the ground by the

-C
nullah, after Te from the entrance of the

removal of the stones

that spot ? ; |
forttg W:sp;)t carried at & Meeting ? 8. No, it was not.
9' Why was it not carried ! 9. The site was considered objectionable.
. y

10. Did Major Searle at any subsequent 10. Yes.

the entrance
i that these stones from ’
:;m:h?ofi,’ﬁe should be removed to the Katpadi

road or nullab !

—Have you been in the habit of writing to Mr. Whiteside, the President, -
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Questions.

24. Was Mr. Frericks present at that
Meeting ! Was any reference made to him with
regard to that proposition ?

25. Are you aware of any instance in
which Major Searle caused the erasure of any
official letter or document from the Municipal
fair copy book ? if so, state the facts.

26. Have you any document to which you

can refer in proof of this ?
: 27. -Are you aware of any instance in
which Major Searle caused any important alter-

gtion of any official statement required for the
wformation of the Commissioners

: , - B0, State
the circumstances.

28. Have you any documentary evidence

to which you can refer in proof of what you say ?
. 29. Look at the rough draft of the Muni-

cipal Proceedings of the 25th August 1871,
Did you ever before see the paper on which the
first portion of this Proceedings is recorded 1

30.  From what paper was the fair copy of
the Proceedings of that Meeting prepared 1

31.  Was there ever any other rough copy
of that portion of the proposition filed in the
Municipal office ? Did you ever see any other
rough draft of that portion of the proposition 1

92. Look at this paper (the witness is
here to be shown the document in Major Searle’s
writing appended to the Proccedings of the Mect.-
ing of the'25th August 1871). Was this docu-
ment filed by Major Searle amongst the rough
drafts of the Municipal Proceedings during the

time when you were Manager of the Municipal
office ?

93, Can you explain how this docamont
came to be filed amongst the draft Proceedings 1
d4. When did you cease to be .\lum,;.-'r of
the Municipal office 1 Were you dismissed for
impertinence to the Vice-President ?

.

Answers.
24. Yes, the resolution was communicated
to Mr. Frericks in person at the Meeting.
.
25. Two letters were circulated amongst
the Commissioners, and, in forwarding them to

the President, Major Searle wrote that they had

On been approved by the
ro-reading states 1— e
The Oommiugmm nevor Commissioners, whereas

wignified their approval ; ever anprov-
it was not oustomary for thcy wcr.e £ 2
thom to siguify spprov.d  od. Major Searle can-

wl 3
forinforation - """ oclled the coveringletter

before it was despatehed
and caused it to be erased from the letter book.
20. (Admitted by Major Searle.)

27. Major Searle altered the statement
presented to the Commissioners so as to show
the budget @llotment had not been exceeded,
whereas it had been excceded in the item of
latrines a8 “bolow: =

In Statement A. of Budget the allotment for

latrines is 750 and for urinals 200 equal 950. The

amount spent on latrines excoeded the allotment,
while that on urinals was below tho allotment:
Major Searle altered the Statement so as to bring
the two items together and to show mo excess.
He bracketed the two heads togother.

28. (Admitted by Major Searle.)

29. I have seen the paper before.

30. The fair copy of Proceedings was pre-
pared from the paper before the Court.
31 No other rough copy was ever filed.

I never saw another.

o

0
=
<

33, I never saw it before.

b In July lnut.. [ was dismissed for

giving insult to the Vicoe-President.

3%
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Questions.
35. Have you appealed against that dis-

missal ? Has your appeal been finally disposed

of ?

36, Do you remember of any thing in
particular having oceurred at the Meeting held
on the 22nd September 1871 ?

37. Any other occurrence ?

38. Caﬁ you call to recollectioxf whether
Major Searle did at any after-period deny
having made use of such language to Mr.
Frericks?

39, Were you in attendance at the Meet-
ing held on the 1st December 18711

40, Did Mr. Cruickshank propose that a
bound book shauld be provified for the .entry‘ of
the Minutes at Meetings instead of it being
copied on slips of paper ?

41. What did Major Searle say when the

proposition Was put ? .
42. Did Mr. Frericks ever refuse signing

as Frericks & Co. !

43. Did not Major Searle state ab the

Meeting on the 21st August 1871 that Mr.

Frericks had refused to do so ?

44, Had Major Searlo given you any
instructions as to the signing of the receipt by
Mr. Frericks for the money before you gave

him the cheque !
45, What were Major Searle’s instrue-

tions ? :
46. Were you present at any Meeting

osition was made to give masonry
r. Frericks ? if so, state the parti-
ollection.

when a prop
works to M
culars to the best of your rec

47, See what is here recorded (shown the

fair proposition book) - .
Is it a% was proposed at the time ?

48. :
i Rogr. MAYNE, Captain,
(Slgg's:z)missicmer Jor the Town of Fellore.

8th November 1872.
By Major Searl
Mr., Majoribanks,
headings. Mr. Maj
without sanction, an

asked for. .
Q.—Mr. Majoribanks writes t
sanction. By whom Was he informed ?

I do not know ; not by me.

d then called for the statement.

Answers.

35. I have appealed, but the appeal has
not been finally disposed of.

36, Answered above.

37.

38.

30.

40,

41.

I do not recollect. &

Yes.

Yes.

Yes.

Major Searle said the Proceedings are

not made out on slips of paper, ‘It is a lie.”

42,

Mr. Frericks never refused to sign as

Frericks & Co.

43.

Yes.

41 &45. He told me not to give the cheque
unless the three members signed the receipt.

46, 47 & 48. Answered.

s.—I1 had a statement of expenditure without sanction prepared before
the Auditor, came. It was done by order of the President. He also gave me the
oribanks in examining the accounts found that there had been exp.em.ilture
I did not show the statement till it was

hat he was informed that there had been expenditure without
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The Writer was not authorized by me to bring this matter forward.

I attribute the present state of affairs in the Munieip
some of the Members, 4. e., between Captain Mayne, Mr.
manuer of conducting business by the President; to his practice of receiving information direct
from others instead of through the Vice-President and Commissioners. There is, I think, a feeling
amongst the Commissioners that they are looked on by the President in the light of subordinates
and not as independent gentlemen. 1 do not wish to state that there is any want of courtesy on
the part of the President; but I have the fecling which, 1 think, is shared by some of the other
European Members, that he dielikes our acting on our own opinions when it rans counter to his.

By Major Searle.—~I cannot recall any instance in which Major Searlo treated tho Commis-
sioners as a body with discourtesy. X = ;

ality to the ill-feeling existing amongst
Beckett, and yourself, as well as to the

1 look npon the dispute as mostly of a personal nature,

I think the accusations that have been made have been i
RASE T o 5
This is quite a matter of opinion, prompted by pmoul animogity

I think the Municipality is fairly popular.,
ddditional Statement of Dr, Fox

Until I received an explanation from Major Searl:a
not to give the cheque to Mr. Frericks unless he sighed'
I considered he had given an inaceurate reply;
it was ounly an inaccuracy on the part of Major
stood the question I put to him, and his being
he must have been) whether he had’ nnt'-gi

submilted in writing.

regarding the order he gave the Manager
* Frericks, Doorgiah Naidoo and Co.,”

but since that I havo been perfectly satisfied that

Searle, founded on his not having correctly under-

under thesimpression 1 bad asked him (as he states

2 ) ven an order to the effect that payment was to bo
withbeld from Mr. Frericks unless hie-signed “ Mesars, Frevicks and Co only."” " B
VeLLogs, ' 4 o

Signed) W. S. FOX
10tk November 1872, (Sig g
- dssistant Surgeon.

C. Witness for Major Searte,
in th? Municipality at Vellore partly to the manner
o8 with the Commissioncrs, Ho hag been in the hubit
thout ascertaining the correctness of the information from the
I can quote two ingtances in which he has acted on informa-

.

r ———
Captain Johnson, M. S.

I attribute the present state of affairs
in wiuch the I'resident carries on the busin
of acting on private information wi
Vice-President and Commissioners,
tion which wag incorrect.

The President stated incorreotly that, in one instance, the Commiuion:m had proposed to
Letters, 215t and 24th Jupe, Heur an expense of 1,000 Rupees for taking

the leve
500 Rupees was about to be laid out on the Soori eyl the tow, and that  farther sum of

| ; Agunta aqueduct ; whoreas the 1,000 Rupees was
for a full and complete survey of the town including levelling and preparation o;' the pl::l, and

i
no propesition had been made regarding the Sooriagunta tank for many wonths previonsly. Had

the Pregident applied to the Commissioners
) through the Vige- Presi w i
. : . < Presiden
correct information, and the remarks in his Proceodings rega s il b ™

been made. rding these lotters would not have
I consider that Major S le Fice. : ¥ .
Whey ajor Searle, as Vice President, did not receive proper support from the

I consider that the Commissioners have been allowed proper independence by the President

in all matters affecting the Municipality within their jurisdiction
I thonght Major Searle's manner as Vice- \

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
Tth January 1873.

sioners in the way he has carried out works. I do not think they will employ him again, as he
hag failed in former contracts and has no capital ; he failed in the slaughter-house and in the
survey of the town, and in the conservancy and in the rent of the market ; the two latter he was
allowed to resign within a few days affer he took them; he failed also in construeting a drain.

I have been associated with Major Searle in the Commission about eighteen months. I have
never known him act otherwise than with truthfulness and integrity. The opinion entertained
of him by the Commissioners is favourable.

I remember the Meeting of the 1st July 1871. There was considerable discussion about
the works to be given to Mr. Frericks, but I do not recollect any resolution of any kind being
passed at the Meeting; the general impression was that Mr. Frericks was to have the ‘masonry
works above 20 Rupees. : :

No proposition was made by me. If any proposition to the effect that works above 20 Rﬁpees :

only were to be given to Mr. Frericks had been made it would have been recorded. I do not
think there is any ground for the assertion that have been made to the effect that Major Searle
was unworthy of credit. e

Colonel Babington, Commanding Vellore.

Major Searle has bedh at Vellore above eighteen months. I have known him during that

time.

I know nothing whatever against Major Searle, either as regards his general conduct or as
respects his integrity.

His conduct has always been such as to meet my approval.

From Major A. T. SEARLE, Vice-President, Municipal Commission, to W. S. WHITESIDE,

Esq., Acting President, Municipal Commission, Vellore, dated Vellore, 6th September 1872,

No. 390. ;i

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 86, dated 23rd ultimo, calling
upon me to furnish you with a clear and specific explanation on each of the several accusations
brought to your notice against me by a subordinate of the Municipality since his dismissal by a
large and influential body of Commissioners present at the Meeting held on the 11th July 1872,
approved and confirmed by yourself. _

I would here observe that as the majority of these charges were preferred against me by the
two Commissioners, Captain Mayne and Mr. Beckett, some months ago, and an explanation thereon
then wade by me to you, and as they were also on the 16th ultimo at your request laid before the
Commissioners, who unanimously considered that the question of the Manager's dismissal had been
finally disposed of, and declined to re-open it, or to take notice of the charges, as the_y were not the
judges of my conduct, ete., etc., T have not felt myself bound to reply to them again, ea?easljy
as they have no connexion whatever with the cause of Venkataroyer's pres.ent dismissal, which was
for falsehood, deceit, and gross .ins.olenoe., nor would my doing so, I consider, enable you to_ alter

our decision as to the justice of his punishment ; but to avoid any further oorrespm.:dence .m t..he

s 1 again make all the explanation I can, and request that if §ou are not satisfied with it,

mattef,l b:g ood as to submit the whole of the correspondenee, proceedings, ete., together with

ol s: f es and my replies to them, for the information, consideration, and" final disposal

the e b a view of effectually preventing these charges against me being brought up

: time ; whereby, inmy opinion and that of the Commissioners, the transaction of pnb.lic

frm?x time “:l tll: "orkiﬂ“ of the Municipality would be carried on much more smoothly, and with
::::e?p:nm and satisfaction to ‘," PRNNI0. L1 ’ q et e

e Meeting of the Commissioners held on the 7th July 1871, I made a prf)pcamon at

b lulll bA;.the corner of the Katpadi road should be revetted, aud that a latrine should be

the nulla

of Government, Wit

erected thereon. :

Lalrine on Katpadi road.
locality had long been U
the site and its filthy con

—Though it was admitted that the want of a latrine in that

dition, and the proposition was accordingly not carried.
L

rgently felt, the majority of the Commissioners were not acquainted with :

Y5
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It appears, on reference to my order book to the Manager, that thinking it important that
this work should be carried out, I directed him to leave out the proposition from the fair copy of
the Proceedings of that date, in order, as I therein stated, ** that it might be brought up at some
futare time.”

That my object was a good one, and that this work was afterwards considered of importance,
was proved by the fact of its being carried by the Commissioners the socond time I brought the
proposition up (on the 2nd February 1872), and of the universal satisfaction it has given to all
who have seen it since, its completion.

UL Reclaimed portion of Nullah.—~1st.—A short time after the above, T met Colonel
Babington, a former Vice-President, near this spot, and pointed out to him the great benefit that
mlq ”::.d from h: portion of this filthy nullah being reclaimed and revotted on each side, and

men my viacmpaedittotho%mmw' i and the reason they rejected it.

2nd.—Shortly after this, when Dr. Cornish paid his official visits to the c.,’.m"if Vellore, he
uu!lvinudth.iupot,‘ and we both agreed as to the nocessity and great advantage of the work,
which l.‘{r. Cornish strongly recommended should be earried out. Reference to the minutes of the
Proceedings of the Meeting held on the 2nd February 1872, will show that I then made no mention
whatever of my having made allusion to Dr. Cornish some months before, to thé fact of my propo-
;:lon having previously “been rejected by the Commissioners,” a8 falsely stated here by the
nager. e

3rd.—The very fact (as stated by the Manager himself) of my producing and submitting
before the Commissioners at the Meoting held on
the 2nd February 1872, **the same plan® which
. was produced and rejected on the 7th July 1871,"
(and which bears the date 26th Jupe 1871, will show that it was impossible I could then have
““denied all knowledge” of the proposition having been made before, or have proposed it again
then ** as if for the first time.” When asked by the Commissioners to produce the rough copies
of the Proceedings at the Meeting held on the 7th J uly 1871, what I did state to the Commissioners
was, that they were not kept * here,” meaning in the Municipal office, as after they had been
fairly entered into the book kept for that purpose, the draft Proceedings were always sent to my

* Herowith forwarded.

This same charge was made against me in the month of May last by two Commissioners,
Captain Mayne and Mr. Beckett, and denied by me then as it is now.

IV.—After the lapse of nearly a year since its occurrence, I received a complaint made by
Captain Mayne and Mr. Beckett against me regarding the omission of the above proposition from
the Proceedings, and, having entirely forgotten the circumstance, I asked tho Manager, on 25th
May last, whether he remembered my giving him any order to leave it out, and remarked that I
thought he must have omitted it by mistake. He replied that he never recollectod being ordered by
me to leave out the proposition, and that he could not in any way account for its omission, and,
moreover, suggested that it might have been left out by Mr. Judge, the former Manager, knowing
perfectly well at the time that he was deceiving me and uttering a falschood, as he had only a
few days previously (on the 3th of that month) surreptitiously taken my private memorandum
book containing my order to him to omit the Proposition, and shown it to you and another of the
Commissioners without my knowledge, .

That he wilfully told an untruth and deceived me on the 25th of May, is admitted by him in
the reason he states he gave before the Commissioners on the Gth and 11th J uly, viz., (quoting his
own words) and I **so feared that if he were to make away with the order the blame will be
thrown on me, and therefore I merely said that it wight have been omitted by his orders."”

Having acquainted his friend at Madras with the circumstances and reason of his deceit
towards me in withholding from me on the 25th May the knowledge of the existence of my order,
and having already shown the same both to you and Mp, Kelsall, it is impossible that he could
have entertained the fear of my destroying the order and throwing the blame upon him ; and his
conduct too plainly shows his evil intent towards me, and is in itself, 1 consider, sufficient to

o .

B et e e P ke o R A
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confirm the just opinion the Commissioners unanimo'us.ly. for@ed on the l‘!th Jnly: “ that the
Manager is atterly unfit for a post of trust and responsibility, and .thgt the Vx_ee-Premden? cannot
place any confidence in him, and they resolve that under these circumstances, the President be
requested to remove him from his post,” which you confirmed. | o .

I may here point out that the second time I brought up the proposition was at the Meeting
of 2nd February 1872, yust seven months after it had first been made (7th July 1871) and not

nths, as falsely stated by the Manager. ; it i
thrwwm]fm the Manager, on the 1st June, pointed out to me in my memorandum book the said

order to leave ouat the proposition in Qmition,}ialg .

s X - once exclaimed, *“I thought that if 1 had given

‘such an order it must have been for some very

- good reason.””

e e » the Minutes of the Prooeedings of the Iuniapal(!ngm |
v_,_mfpnawmgextmtg&mtholmnmof_thermmflm’xl_ e Manicipsl Copmiss. -
ioners are entered, showing the reason of the suspension and dismissal bythaﬂommomm :

sioners

the decision of yours in the matter. b A ASRER T Sl Loy

Special Meeting held on the 6th July 1872.

Paragraph ITL—* Proposed by Mr. Kelsall, that the Manager of the office, Venkats'royer, be
suspended from his work from this date, and that his late conduct with reference to \:hsclosnms
made and admitted by him this day before the Commissioners be taken into consxderat}on at. tl.;o
pext Meeting of the Commissioners, and that another Writer be employed to supply his place in
the meanwhile. 7 A :

ied nem con. Al
53 Meeting held on the 11ih July 1872.

T Mr. Kelsall, that taking into consideration the disclosures
madaP:;dmo:i:uz; adm;r;?doe;‘;btio Manager of the Municipal Office, Ven]mfnoyer, on thg 6th
5““,;;, and reiterated to-day by him before the Meeting, a8 .the Commissioners feal_thuf the
Manager is utterly unfit for his post of trust and responsibility, and that the Vice-President
cannot place any confidence in him, they resolve that, under these circumstances, the President be
requested to remove him from his post.

The proposition is carried unanimously."
Meeting held on the 18th July 1872. ~

Paragraph III.—Read letter No. 61 dated 12th July 1872, from the President. s

B obivin ooy but that they recommended his dismissal for having been guilty @_wt
and falsehood, and for gross insolence to the Vico-President in the presence of the com;m
at their Meeting held on the 6th and 11th instant, whereby they considered he was unfit to hold
his post of Manager of the Municipal office any longer.” . ‘ A1

Meeting held on the 8th dugust 1872. A P ek
Paragraph IV.—* Read letter No. 74, dated 26th July 1872, from the President, informing
issioners that he quite agrees that for misconduct such as that now brought to notice on
Lot taroyer, the Manager of the Municipal Office, summary dismissal ﬁ'om office was
shment, and that he approves and confirms the recommendation of the

the
the part of Venkataro;
the only possible puni
Commissioners.”’

Manager's gross insolence to me he repeats in the opening statement of
—J::i:ging a char:: against me with refmm toa private !?m" "ﬂ“ﬂ‘ by me to
4 which, although  private communication, he n&womly states, ** was sent not through

e S R I suppose, that I might be made aware,"’ etc. etc.
the office, thinking, informed by the Manager on the 1st of June, for the first time, of the existence
Although Idmbook' of my order to him to leave out the proposition (on the 7th July 1871),
iIn d!il:iy m:::::i‘(‘l :’i‘t pecessary that I should incur a further delay by writing the replies over

no . A

VI.—1st.
par&gl‘tph 6. b’

b}
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msn.uIMﬂmmmw:oud.md.m.mwnumﬁme
that morning, requesting me to expedite their despatch, whioh!wd have done earlier and on
receipt of the note, had I not been informed by the bearer of it that you had been ¢ Vellore the
mﬁmnightmdmmodom to Madras, lmaudmonbmm‘ to send them until
T knew where to address you, which I ascertained on enquiry from My, Kelsall and the Post
Mastep, .. L R s v i

on regarding the stones, on the lst
m ( I_. ..‘ ; P -I y = _:r
.A-A :";“- ’- 'nd x‘" M‘“ m‘“

without due sanction, T dirccted the ) Prepare & Sepirate stater. s

missioners that the amount spent under each head had not e lod the sums granted in the
As the total sum spent on urinals and latrines was less than the sum allotted in the aggre-

gate for that purpose, I&mﬁ‘&t&m : , Wmmd“m-

and latrines, " which I consider that I, as Exeont; he off perfectly justified

in doing. This I'did for no other reason : " B P
Commissioners, Captai layne and Mr.. [ ‘ AR
When a similar statement of exne ,
your instructions to the Manager, acc:
Mr. Majoribanks, the Deputy Collector,
for the year 1871-72, 1 directed the Manager ag
with the items urinals and latrines’
y within the budget grant) owing
Assistant Superintendent of Police and the

L afterwards dosirod them to be shown
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** Kistnappa Moodelly, Maistry of the lst Division, and Moonesawmy Moodelly of the 2nd

Division, are each fined Rupees 1-14-0 for neglect of daty and disobedience of orders issued by
the Vice-President.

VeiLors, (Signed)  J. H. JOHNSON, Captain,
28th February 1871. Vice-President.”

*“The Jst and 2nd Division Maistries are fined four annas each for neglect of duty.

Viuiors, : (Signed) A, T. SEARLE, Major,
Srd April 1871, S ' " Vice-President.”

A few days after the third and last occasion on which he was m, viz., & tko ﬂhof

May 1871, Kistnappa Moodelly wrote me a petition, throwing the charge of neglect on another
individual, and requested “that the fine imposed on him (as he stated) by mistake way be
remitted.”” At the earnest recommendation of the Manager, I afterwards directed thas the
four annas should be returned to him. i £

Shortly afterwards he was again guilty of great neglect of duty, and consequently dismi ssed
on the 1st of October, which was confirmed by Mr. Robingon, the President, on the 2nd October
1871. On his afterwards writing a petition to the President, which he now states was prepared
for him by the Manager himself, and in which was falsely stated that ** he had never beon fined
for neglect of duty &c.” The petition was submitted for opinion to the Commissioners at their
Meeting on the 17th November 1871, and notwithstanding his having been repeatedly found
g‘uilty of negleot; of duty, and fined by three different Vice-Presidents, and the circumstances of
his dismissal ** after having been repeatedly warned,” &e., &o., were fully explained and brought
to the notice of all the Commissioners at that Meeting by me (as the Proceedings will show).

Commissioner Mr. Beckett proposed *“that the Maistry should be recommended to be restored,"
and another declined to vote !

VIIL & V1II.—So that the representation of the matter as here
perfeetly false. f

It can only be best known to the Manager himself the motive that he must have had in o
long pursuing a system of deceit ; and, in spite of his being dismissed, continuing to persist in
further insolence by making out such mnsulting charges as these against me.

IX. & X.—The statement contained in paragraph IX. is wholly false. The Manager was
present at both the Meetings of the Commissioners held on the 6th and 11th July 1872, and was
perfectly well aware of the ** falsehood and deceit™ he was charged with, and which he himself
admitted, and herein admits having committed, (vide charge 1V., &o.) l{.e wag, on a proposition
made by one of the Commissioners, J. Kelsall, Esq., oun the 6th July, sugpended from his work
" from this date™ on account of his *“late conduct with reference to disclosares made and
admitted by him this day before the Commissioners ;' and was unanimously recommended by the
Commissioners to be dismissed on a proposition also made by Mr. Kelsall on the 11th July before
4 large and influential body of Commissioners, twelve in number, ** that taking into consideration
the disclosures made and conduct admitled by the Manager of the Municipal office, Venkataroyer
on the 6th instant, and reiterated to-day by him before the Meeting,"” &c., &o, ; which recom-
mendation was approved of and confirmed by you on the 26k July.

His falsehood and deceit are not only what he admitted before the Commissioners at their
Meeting on the 6th, and again reiterated before them on the 11lth July, but are again made
manifest in this paragraph and in these charges now under consideration.

XIL—At the Meeting held on the Gth July, the disclosures made and admitted by the
Manager were brought about by one of the Commissioners, Captain Macleod, informing me and
the rest of the Commissioners that he had seen the Manager leave Captain Mayne's compound
at 11 o'clock one morning recently, and as the Manager on being called upon for an explanation,

made by the Manager i#

 n———

:
i
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: revarication, that he had gone to see Captain Mayne on account of some
?:;‘2:-:::;0: %:;::?:hllpayne had written to him for from the .Munici'p'al office ; and as .the Com-
:oionone had every reason to know that for some time past mf?rmatmn ha.d-'bfaen ‘obtamgd rfr?m
:;,I:B;);gic;pal office, or from certain individuals connected with the Municipality, regavdllx:g
official matters, documents, and letters, &c., and the same {n?,derknown, and @gde nsedpf, . tt};) 1; he
detriment of the interest of the Municipality, by an mdwu.iu&l wholly umi?x:mc.be with t:
Municipality, the Commissioners passed the following resolution ﬁhfta., tha; : bavmgt rewgnmf-
believe that information has been sought or obtained from.t t-!le M@lpai..o %‘ y;«; z;:lb e
missioners without the knowledge of the Vice-Presiden;t, it is tman@ou:}j ;eﬂ(: veco by mm'
missioners that the Manager Venkataroyer be prohibited from attending any Commission
::ﬂ:?wdm:lgy document or copie#af any '.ﬂ;ioh«:tb be 'ti‘zkgn‘ hy, or furnuhed be, any O‘BBL v«’vﬁhon!t
the previous sanction of the Vice-President,” &o. (V1 ide Proceedings.) T

W ¢

o do with the suspension of the Manager, as the Commis-

XL —T is matter h.ad_.noﬁﬂli'ﬁg to do iy ok B o g ol

©ionersinformed you (vide Proseedings of 18th July 1872) “that the Manager of the nﬂw}g
Ofics. Vonkataroyer, was not suspended by them by giving retrospetive effect to the rule proli-
biting him from attending th houses of Commissioners during office hours with offcial papers,
but Uy &c’! &c" &c. .

——

P. §.—With reference to the memorandum forwarded by the M'at'mger, in w‘hicl'x he represe_nt?
that he has “* seven votes out of thim.en‘.Commissionerg now present in tbe atgthz“x_lm my ﬁavgm,
I would observe that four of the Commissioners whose signéjﬁhrgs are at@hafi‘ tothe : P@‘}‘“‘?{E‘i}?‘?‘ ;
were present at the Meeting on the 11th July, and vote@ynﬂg the eight othq{ Copnms;sio.nm t a.:
the Manager should be dismissed Jor his conduct, and t!aat one of thoge fpj:n.r Comg:}ssxoxfers, at
the special Meeting of the Commissioners held on the subject on the 16th ultimo, wished it to be

recorded that an English letter was brought to.him by the late Manager, the contents of which

he did not thoroughly under:

understand, and that the Manager told him that he was guiltless, and that
he accordingly wrote at the foot of the letter that he thought **if he were not guilty .h‘,_,f;{”m.
not be punished.” ‘ ;

From Msjor A T. SEARLE, M. 8. C,, to G. THORNHILL, Esq., and Colonel BATTEN, dated
; B e s oo g s SN 5 S

I have the honour to afford you in writing the ‘éxplfmaﬁou}i?ii have délﬁféﬁa from mg,;:l "
respect to three of the numerous charges brought against me, and Id" 80 as briefly s possi s

1 1am, first, t0 explain how a part of the Proceedings of August 25th, ‘371; S tot:?
i letter from Dr. Sayers, dated August 27th. When I wrote my first exp “n°‘f°“ i
writen g4 2 dates did not attract my attention, and I thought it most probable that at the .
difforence o T8¢ od to write the Proceedings on the fly leaf of Dr. Sayers' note while

" mmenc " 28 | &
Meetmzf I }:&gn;‘;ly of paper- I now see that it could not have been written at that Moeting. .
or

inted Proceedi | iness conducted in August 25th was
: by the printed Proceedings, the first business con . Angist - :
2 mut:: :::;:a sty;tcments and replies to several lengthy questions asked by Captain R. Mayue

to place on ; 4 11th Aungust).
at a previous Meeting (::er if I made any notes of this; it is probable that 1 did not, and that I

I cannob “°‘?’5?e uestions from the Proceedings of the last Meeting, and put on the table
read Captain Mayne's 4 at home I wrote out the questions and answers in full on the'})ack of
my reply. mer"?d:'mt them to the office to be inserted at the head of the Proceedmgs. ‘I
Dr. Sayers’ letters .anr te from memory assisted by the minutes of the previous Meeting in
cannot remember if T wro ‘ bodied, or whether the writing on Dr. Sayers’ letter is the
s hurriedly made at the Meeting. If I wrote rough

which Captain Mayr-ze's qumt:::isp :rz fex:Ote
i b © it was probably in this form, * with reference to

Proceedings at all which I cannol remember,

waiting

office hours, or taking any office documents of any kind whatsoever from the office,
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Proﬂediug: of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
| Yth January 1873.

No.27.  Read Report by Mr, G, THORNHILL and Colonel J. S. BATTEN,

dated 16th November 1872,

No. 28. - ORDER THEREON, 7th January 1873, No, 19,

The Governor in Council has very carefully considered the report submitted
by Mr. Thornhill and Colonel Batten of the result of their inquiry into the matters

- yelating 0 the Vellore Municipality which were referred to them, and is glad to

bo able to state his entire concurrencein the conclusion at which they have arrived
in completely exonerating Major Searle from every imputation cast upon his
character by Mr. Whiteside, Captain Mayne, and Mr. Beckett. e

9. The Government consider that, notwithstanding the minor irregularities
in the Municipal administration which Major Searle admits, he well deserved the
corifidence and support of the great majority of the Commissioners which he
evidently enjoyed; and, while thanking him for his services, the Government desire
to express their regret that he should have been subjected to so much insult and
annoyance. _

3. The Governor in Council considers Mr. Whiteside to be deserving of
grave censure for accusing Major S‘earle of having, by his mal-administration
and misconduct, brought the Commission into extreme discredit with the rate-
payers—an accusation Which facts were so entirely wanting to establish. It is
be regretted that Mr. Whiteside should have given evidence defamatory
of Major Searle’s conduct and character without having thoroughly informed
himself of the facts of-the case, which would have prevented him from making a
statement for which there was no foundation. His almost ostentatious patronage
of Mr. Frericks, while that person was actually prosecuting the Municipal Commis-
gioners, and after his insolent demeanour towards Major Searle, was a manifesta-
tion of partizanship most unfitting his position in the district as Acting Collector,
and most antagonistic to the harmonious working of the Commission of which he
was ex-officio President. '

4. Major Mayne and Mr. Beckett will be removed from the Vellore Muni-
eipal (ommission. Their conduct in combining together to thwart and defame
Major Searle is viewed by Government as extremely reprehensible.

- The Government desire Mr. Thornhill and Colonel Batten to accept their

5.
thanks for the thorough and satisfactory manner in which they performed the task

entrusted to them. . .
o Ordored that these Proceedings be communicated to His Excellency the

Commander-in-Chief through the Military Department.

{True Extract.)
1 Chief Secretary.
To G. Thornhill, Es‘:ten
1J. S. Batten.
g8 gf lg_mwmmme, Esq., Acting Collect_or of North Arcot.

;,"‘:; Mj!’itwmt. . /,

Exd, J. Wright.
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