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roceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depd;";hze;zt: g
20th December 1873.

No. 178. Read the following letter from Captain C. L. HIGHMOOR, for the
Acting Inspector-General of Police, to the Hon. W. HUDL,ESTON
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras lltl;
December 1873, No. 3976 :— ;

Adverting to G.O., No. 1596, dated 30th October 1873, Financial, I have the
honour to enclose, for the information of Government, a report, in original, from the
Superintendent of Police, Nellore, detailing the action of the Police with reference
to #he mail robbery which occurred between Vencatachellum’s Chuttrum and
Nellore on the evening of the 19th idem.

9. The contents of the mail, which were chiefly book-parcels, were all recovered
near the scene of crime, including a pair of binoculars and spectacles, which seem
to have been the only articles of value in the mail-bag.

3. The Superintendent states that the conduct of the posfal runners is open
to grave suspicion, and bases his opinion on their behaviour after the robbery and the
manner and state in which the binoculars were recovered, whilst the facts of the
spectacles being discovered in the house of the brother-in-law of one of them and
the cloth stated to have been left by the robbers being identified by the village
washerman as the property of another runner appear to have led him to the same
conclusion. Captain Chrystie adds, as a further reason for suspecting the runners,
that he had recently rescinded an order regarding the mail being accompanied by
a police escort, which he had extended to that portion of the road in ignorance of
the Inspector-Greneral’s disapproval of the practice, aud Lie supposes that the robbery
was concerted with a view to the restoration of the same.

4. Two postal runners and five of their associates were arrested and placed
before the Magistrate, who, however, deeming the evidence inconclusive, directed

their release from custody.

From Captain G. CHRYSTIE, Superintendent of Police, Nellore, to the Inspector-General of
Police (through the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Central Range), dated Nellore,
97th November 1873, No. 533. :

With reference to G.0., No. 1596, dated 30th October 1873, Fin?.ncial Department, communi-
cated to me, I have the honour fo report as follows.

2. Early on the morning of the 20th October I received information that the banghy mail
from the south had been plundered the previous night near Vencatachellum Chuttrum Station of

Gudur Talug, and the same day I proceeded to the scene of the crime. *

3. The robbery was committed close to the 96th milestone on the Madras Road, <.e.,
twelve miles south of Nellore, and about two miles south of Vencatachellum Chuttrum Station, where
the first information was received about an hour after dark.

4. The party with the banghy consisted (besides the runner) of an off-duty runner, two young
Brahmins, and a Soodra lad ; these three latter were casual travellers, and had joined the runners
on the way. Both the runners had their kavedi bamboos—strong substantial sticks.

5. The information was first given by the runners who arrived at Vencatachellum Chuttrum
Station, with an interval of about hal f-an-hour between the coming of the first and the second. Each
stated that he had been left tied and blindfolded by the robbers near the scene of the robbery, and
had managed (independent of the other) to release himself and come in. On the V. C. Police
going to the spot they found one of the young Brabmins still lying there, too much frightened
probably to move, as he was only very slightly hurt. The other two travellers ran away back,

and were not found for twd or three days.
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To earry out the theory, the articles must have been found by the Police at sometime when the
remainder were being discovered in the jungle, but the search was conducted in a most public
manner, the neighbouring village heads and some twenty or thirty Yanadies being employed, and it
would have been most difficult for them to have concealed the fact. Imspector Divianada Pillay
was present at the instant when the canvass bag and wrappings were found, and he has earned the
very highest character for trustworthiness and honesty. I myself questioned the Yanady who
discovered the binoculars, and am satisfied, from his manner and answers to my questions, that the
spectacles were not found then. Lastly, granting that two police officers of the best reputation in
the district would adopt such a ** stale dodge,” the difficulty of getting the articles into the house
without the knowledge of the inmates remains to be disposed of.

14. The fact of the house having been searched before cuts both ways, as, on one hand, it may
be urged that the people knowing they were suspected would not keep anything, and on the other,
that the house having been once searched they would feel secure against a repetition of the process,

15. As to the motives of the runners in committing the crime, besides the ordinary one of

cupidity, the following throws a light on what their intentions may have been. Shortly after the
arrival of the new Inspecting Postmaster, Mr. Theobalds, my attention was drawn specially to the
arrangements for guarding the banghy mail. In some divisions it was the custom for the high
road patrol constables to accompany the banghy throughout their beats when it passed at night. I
resolved to make this practice uniform over the district, and passed orders to this effect in the month
of August. Subsequently I considered the practice & wrong one, as giving the whole benefit of the
road patrol to the banghy at the cost of the rest of the traflic. A letter of Mr. Robinson, the late
Inspector-General of Police, was found in my‘oﬂice records entirely confirming my opinion and
denouncing the praetice, which, as I found to be distinctly a wrong one, I stopped by an order dated
25th September 1873. The practice had not formerly obtained in Gudur Taluq, where this crime
oceurred ; but still, no doubt, the runners for the brief period would have found the company of an
armed constable a great solace to their physical and superstitious terrors, and would feel much
disgusted at being deprived of it. I actually said to the Assistant Superintendent, who was with
me at the time I wrote the order, that I feared a banghy robbery got up‘by the runners would
follow, but this did not, of course, deter me from what appeared clearly right.

16. The property having been entirely recovered, it is improbable that anything further will

ever be made of the case.

-
No. 179. " OgpEr THEREON, 20th December 1873, No. 1865.
Communicated to the Postmaster-General.
(True Extract.)
Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector-General of Police.
Postmaster-General,

”"”

Exd. J. Wright..
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