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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Finané»ial Departm»ent,“
90th December 1873. :
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No.174.  Read the following letter from H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., President of
the Municipal Commission, Chellumbrum, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Cuddalore, 3rci
November 1873, No. 7 :—

1 have the honour to submit, for the consideration and orders of Government
a copy of the Proceedings of the Commissioners for the town of Chellumbrum ai,'.
o meeting held on the 23rd altimo. I also enclose copies of Minutes recorded by
P. Venugopal Naidoo, the Presiding Member, and M. Venkatasoobiah and C. Aroona-
chella Lyer, Commissioners, with reference to the proposal to reduce the tax on
houses from five to three per cent. and to make up the deficiency in the municipal
income by the establishment of tolls under Section 77, Act IIL of 1871. This
proposal, it will be observeéd, was carried by a majority of seven to one, the dissen-
tient being the Presiding Member.

9. It is quite true, as stated by the proposer, that the Commissioners have not
had an opportunity until now of stating their views in regard to the rate to be
imposed on houses for the purposes of the Act. In submitting proposals for the
establishment of a municipality at Chellumbrum I had at the same time to furnish

an estimate of receipts and disbursements for the current half year, and under the

former head 1 entered “Rates on Houses and Lands  at five per cent., which is the
rate levied in Cuddalore. The proposer and seconder declared this (and they carried
the meeting with them) to be burdensome on the people, ‘¢ the majority of whom
belong to the agricultural class, and who have to pay a number of taxes which they
complain they cannot bear.” The dissenting Member ruthlessly demolishes this
statement by an appeal to the figures of the Census, which show that out of a total
population of 18,607 souls only 880 are classed as agriculturists, the remainder being

principally weavers and tradesmen; and in paragraph 12 of his Minute he further
shows that house property in Chellumbram is far better able to bear taxation than
it is in Cuddalore. In regard to the establishment of tolls there is something in
the idea of making the large number of travellers and pilgrims who flock to
Chellumbrum during the festivals contribute towards the advantages conferred by
municipal arrangements ; but, as pointed out by the Presiding Member, the state of
the roads by which Chellumbrum is approached and the proximity of the unbridged
Vellar would make the levy of tolls a very unpopular measure with the outside
public. It may, however, be argued that it only devolves on the Municipal authori-
ties to maintain the roads within their limits in good order, and that if this is done
they give a quid pro quo to travellers paying tolls on entoring the town. When
a step has been made in this direction the propriety of establishing toll-gates may
agein come up for consideration ; but, as the munieipal roads at present are in much

the same condition as the roads outside, I cannot recommend Government to accord

their sanction to the measure.

3, I think the Goyernment will agree with me that, considering this munici-
pality only came into existence on the 1st October, it shows signs of considerable
vitality. Inclusive of the President aud Sub-Collector, who are ez officio Members,
there are only three Europeans on the Board, and only one (the Rev. Mr. Wolffe),
has up to the present assisted at the meetings, whilst the attendance of the native

Members has been large. T avail myself of this opportunity to ask the attention
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of Government to my letter, dated
6th October 1873,* recommending the
ce-President,

* Has since i)een dispOSed of,
appointment of P, Venugopal Naidoo as Vi

—

At a Meeiing of the Municipal Commissioners keld on the 23rd Instant.

- Present.

M.R.Ry. P, Venugopal Naidoo Garoo, Presiding Member.
Rev. Mr. A. F. Wolfo,

M. R. Ry. M. Venkatasoobiah Garoo,
» . Aroonachellg Iyer,

s Nattoo Devoroya Pillay.

s Venkatasoobbgo Chettiar,
Mer Khader Buksh Sapih,
M. R. Ry. Ambalayang, Moodelliar,
Meer Kajing Ally Rezene,

Absent.

; - TR £
; ,R”Olv'ed that Omkulam ayg Palamankulam e secured for drinking-purposes in lieu o
s\agacherry and Gnanaprakasap, 2

Tlfe Proposal was put to vote ang carried by a majority of seven against one, the dissenting
vote being that of the Presiding Member,

Adverting t, the subject of
Mo V

»” Ry.
4 3303 ) *“ Assessment oq houses and buildings, &e.,” M- R('I tolyl'-
e °nk8f&80t).b1ah Garoo raised an objection that five percentage be reduced to three an
A _g“at“bﬁ‘ established to make wp the difference, and this was scconded by C. Aroonachelia Iyer. i
, - Proposal was put to vote ang cartied by a majority of seven against one, the Presiding
ember,
The proposal of introducing tolj

\ : -gates was next
Seven against one, the p

pat to vote and cim'iedéby a majority of
; residing Member, ; : |
o The Minutes of Venkatasoobiah and Aroonachella Iyer and the Opinion of the dissenting
i Mem?)‘er thereon are appended. :

: Resolved that ¢
s Pplain on the north g

aces for depositing rubbigh,
. M:lved vthat‘tho owner of Sunta Tope be requested to' let it to the Commissioners for its
g Converted into g Vegetable-market, f
Hesolved that the Sanitar Tnspeotor e i <ted to Select a suitable place for a slaughter-
house and report the same 4o g '

: 6 Commissioneu.
- Resolved that the meat 5 ‘

. o0 fish-markeg bo allowed to remain where i$ is, but that orders be
Jssued for keeping it clegy. J‘
‘ead and disposed of sundry petitiong,

he sand-bank neay Pulichamedu, at the southern extremity of the town, the
ide of NV agache;

™7, and the Peramboke land to the north of Pichavaram Road,

e

e Cariivinroy, (Signed.)  P. VENUGOPAL,
~ 23rd October 1873, : : Presiding Member.
Xy T N “-Q, . gy IEERE
' Before confirming the Proceedings of the 1} meeting I wish to redirect the attention of the
- Commissioners to 114

subject of “tanks"" Tyb murmur since our last resolution on the subject

L 1 ‘ tment,
' the Madras Government, Financial Depar
gl it 90th December 1873.

. : s on Nagacherry and
s our notice. The restrictions we ha'veht(;dl‘:aiiiloz;nd,gas such, are
hag been too general to. escf*:lpeto on religions grounds. They are he o, t’hercfore, AT
Gnanaprakasam are obJectfll) thing on certain days of the year ; we ?rt of ’the townspeople and
rosorted to by people for Ba st the prejudices both of the greater pa eriodically supplied with
with these without going afal; without. The tanks in question M; l; think that people may bs
of the pilrims who o8 ": o large to suffer by bathing. I there 01.hile they may be prevented
fresh water and 1f.re 1;§::§ﬂfo: bathing as well as drmkmgl;;i:rz]o::;;awdippiu g twists, and the like.
allowed to use these ta in them, such as washing ¢ s “vabs.  Tho Comuiisgioners
. isk raw your attention 1's the house B
9. The next point to W]:"iltlrsti\lxz?t‘; of );tating their views as :: l;:e iie::;n:pign i o
do not sppear to have ha(‘i nt}‘jis Tx)unicipamy i SR o ﬁxedruplz\rg; number of them are of -
rate that shall be l.evxed 1;1 o the inhabitants of this town. [; ve ga,“e‘ to pay on lands, vehicles,
than can fairly be 1mpose (-)' into consideration the taxes t 4 their houses will press very
the agricultural c}iass. ?::;tgra.t‘e of tax imtended tot beb 19_‘7(1‘:: 1‘:; far the greater portion to the
the five pe 57 who contribute besi T | evy
b andHE #helfiov:ise};:?'fll’:: propose to reque'st th? qove:n s:ce}?i'::espas we may deem
Tmperial exchequer. I wc\tl a,n : mals entering these munfclpal lufuts !: rates we dre at liberty to
iRl car";ixm:&tes given in Schedule C. being maximu
e

: » consideration
i : t. I submit for your c
proper to proscribe. the existing circumstances fairly warran
fies as
fix upon such ra

' isance
from committing any other nuisa

and animals,
heavy on tha

RE. A% P.
the following rates:— : ‘ ¥ 42 (())
vy four-wheeled earriage on springs Mg 9
b e do do. do. e by men, buffaloes,

Do. two- ) on gprings, or cart draw R
Do.  jutka, hackery s. ponies, asees, or mules laden .
; bullocks, horses, P o P not laden b i
- : 2°0
11;0. ullock or buffalo laden 3 10
& horse laden or ndde? : s
i do. not laden or ndt.len o L8

et or ass laden or ridden 0
Do. pony 5 hah

Do. elephant

en

G ek e I R ced from five

Do.  camel 4°.000 clear of charges, 80 tha.f, if the hous:l-::itt; b:fr:;ll:meb‘sum fhs

3. This will T fopee: f:he whole, is twofold. BBS‘_des ’the ;c;%“peeg 2,000 more, which,

to three per cent., the Y :o the present estimate, have at lt? df;;;z L Sl e

munioipality will, Mcordl’:ga :;.rt in the budget for.cofnmun;‘c: md;xths. The objections urged

together with vhe sum sC olx)-ta.nt roads metalled within a heieﬂy the ferry toll levied at the

getting almost all thellmpl have alluded to seem to be ¢ talled. With vegard to the fst,

against levying thg .t,?lls d about Chellumbruni not bemg. I-:eth ferry toll at the Vellar than it

Vellar and the roads mfacl;;ellumbmm has no more to do wit :am or Cuddalore. If the toll

1 submit that the town of 4 at the municipal gates of }ia;!rf;m ds, bo possibly credited.to our
i a8 thexﬁi&iﬁ@a of belng-oredited-eo-tho Tow ;

collected at the Vellar;

p 3 ] nnot be

demanded, there is mo reason
A 2 : ;

hmlt: The second objection never had weight w1
*

e id wi . When we consider
S tions 77 to 84 of the Towns ITpm;?f{:)re a single road was laid with metal
o tence long

e 1s we will not
in exi : of our limited means .
toll-gates had been :‘_‘t:::: of expenditure to be methmtht;:tmea.ns to set about them. If 1thbe
-~ 1 &ve - 3 5 er
b7 1mP°:t“:°mo have better roads unless IW :y no tolls at our limits, it must, on the ot
for some years e

{ these two
; hoblios ausa Jv5 BAC etter Toads, One o
gaid that nntil we n;lalze t::il :e Jevy such tolls we can bave no b
id that w
hand, be also said L

I other municipalities in at once giving’ gﬂte:t ;o ot
At Mayaveram and Combaconum, for instance,
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?hmgs x-nust be done. Tet us, therefore, choose that which, basides affording us the means of
lmproving our roads, hag the advantage of secur

| ing to it popularity. The persons who have to

i):y ihese t01-15 are, for the most part, travellers and pilgrims, who do no

; ,:e so:n; th;c.a in the same year, They will not feel the payment of a
» % 6 Lies as much a burden ag the inhabitant

tax has to be levied, e e

23rd October 1873.

t generally pass through
few Annas and, in some
om a high rate of house-

(Signed) M. vxﬁr\ausoonmu,

Commissioner.

——

After what our friend has g
~of houge-tax I have i

aid on the necessity of levying tolls and reducing the percentage
seconding,

tle to say on the point, I wholly agree with him, and, by way of

far famed for its religious sanctity among
d travellers from distant places. Besides the
awd gwi@mw s0ar:, which attract a
®rwore e sevsans ot Mayaveram, also one
as Benares, &c., go to Rameswaram, and
the sanetity of this place, to stay here a
mit great nuisance. Let us consider why

88 pefidGinogseanns
large nfxmber of people to this place, there is the
great Siva Sthalam, People fro J’

: W remote places such
Qhem_lmbrum 13 on the way, Aj) these are forced, by

here belong to the agric

taxes whi_ch they complain they cannot bear

ultural class, and have to pay a number of
2 1f we really carry

By the reduction proposed we may

8 Proposal 51"“‘1_91’ means, Idonot think that the objection
untenable, Tt i my opin; arry any weight with them since they are in the very face
pinion that with the reduced rate of tolls and house-tax proposed the
will of townsmen, for the working of
ope, therefore, that these considera-
animous conclusion on the subject.

(Signed)  ©, AROONACHELLA 1YER,

7 aceeptable and gain fop ;
v gain for it the good-
rhose benefit we haye been appointeq Commissioners.g Ih

ominissioners to g e
: 28rd October 1873, arrive aban un

: Commissioner.
Opinio |
pinion of P, Ve;mgopal Naidoo, a disséntin

9 Member in the Meeting of the Municipal

. & i on the 23rd instant.
1, 28 a dissenting Member to the measuree pro

and seconded by otheyg ; : posed by M. R. Ry. M. Venkatasoobiah Garoo
m-mwim_“&m;g frming the Proceedings of last meeting, respectfully beg to submit

the rates of assessment. resolutions azrived at by them againsi the veservation of tanks and
1

+ With regard ¢ "
M.R. Ry. M. evgenkat:soz}t:? ]: esirictions placed on Nagacherry and Gnanaprakasam Tanks,

Commissioners held

: iah objects to the; . o s -

seconzdad :y all the other Members e €Il reservation on religious principles and it is
) « Lasa Hj 3

Waving at hegrt th‘:d::l::“:%tei with the same sacred ties ag some of my other colleagues are, and
“331;1 to the so-calleq religioichraﬁ:: religion, venture to 8ive my independent opinion with

« Th (gl ot
et B ese tanks are not within the precincts of the pagoda to call them sacred. Tt is true
4+ the idols are taken to them once or twice
Tuva.ndhipm

am and other pl & year-in the same mauner as the Vishau idol at
p e places near Cuddalore are taken o the sea, the Pennar River, and the

]

%

of the Commissioners to this important -

]
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tion of such for drinking-
g a-year. The reserva
am and Nellicooppam once : : dols are taken to them may
tpaks o4 Kammm?yl:?f};fe at all with religion. The day on which tlf‘et};eoif they chose to bathe on
purposes cannot Inte freedom might be allowed to the people to &t T i e Wl
T e O andd Elvetl: yn caused by such bathing will not affect flim, SRpRE
2 The eliatio sar

t}tllzitri:iys'e do in setting them free am‘mi i tw hgliieytthe history of these tanks so faras I kﬁf‘; of
othe lace here to £ e, will be a

4. Tt would nz}t; b:e:;ltto?f :l)le town, and, if reserved for drinking-purposes alone,

in the

them. They are in . . \ he late Mussnlman
great boon-to-tho o Tank was dug out by one Laul Khan Sahib, i l(x)f If'l:;ethz S AT,

6. M Beghli ience of the section of the people Al the Veeranam
N dc Om;ehnis tank out but also excavated the canal frox;: : edredg : e

g n )
e 'I‘.‘Ife late Tmprovement Committee spent upmtx t;xtehitzlt a,nkuis ot

Tank to Porto Novo I%ar;recting steps and improving it. The ﬁSh-;er; oLaul Rore sl
thousands, of ptupeeﬂ mrcsent Munieipal Overseer, & Apps th}i 3 Iimd is glad that the very
Dadameah Sah‘bt;'th: 01;1 to its present reservation, but, on the Ot'l e H
» ecti : eople, e
make the lcazi:r Jof this tank is reserved for ’c';xe (i{m;k ooful;;lerfsp :)ct,fully N e ke
wholesome W aprakasam Tank, 1 w
d to the Gnanap

1nd i the convenience
G With cgne Jaffna people, who also built several Madams around it for the
d by some Jalind ’
one constructe

of the travellers. '
7. The Commis

two tanks. Nanda, a
; igi than any one of the above . :
5 t;nks()maku]um M aspe:z and bir);h by bathing in this tank, and, as such, is

is sai ave purified his ¢as rry and take Omakulam
low caste-man, 18 eaid t%hthe people ; why, then, abandon th.o N ﬂg:m:f;"y e g
held in greak roverenss ¥ s within the town, and the latter PO g
; The former 1
in its stead *

drinking-purposes,
4 not for o drink. Hearer s W.h01380me o7 fo'l('i. nt of tlfis town for
distance to wash himself, but n e Soophd i asteohE 1 sroulil a a feside
18 ; e y 3
ence ©

v : g brious as that of the
the better for the conven} ly say that the Omakulam water 15‘ not xsae ;?si;ufor i i
the last cight; years, 58 eb¥ otions for unwholesomeness and distance

The same 0b)€
Nagacherry.

the difference. : te-payers are chiefly agricul-
- troduced to make up their opinion are that the rate-pay :
gates intro ds on which they bLase their 0P
10. The groun

i Imperial exchequer.
i ater portion to the -
boeilse 1 A4 1 t to 18,607 people ; o
el ST A allri?gry; zf this town, according to the last Census, amoun ’
11. The populd

3 3 Iy 880. . f
ieultural population 18 on ; a few officials o
this large n““‘bel i :;%;;;:m:: consistschiefly of weavers and Fr?des?::u:;tzh 8:}‘81(:6 frvon ﬁveléper
12. «The other P 11 contribute to the Imperial exche: trast between
'he Court and Cutchel'r{_' D'o ﬁ;;i Béuddalore Municipality. Let me, then, draw a contras
] ieve, 10

. o R : for instance, in which
.ont. is introduced, I be rs paid by the residents m bot».h places. Thefhon:e;epof ok fo
it housesl . b:zha.d 1‘; the Cuddalore Municipality for a rent of coup R =
his office 18 held can be

; : 1 Post Office are rented
Dispensary, and the et
. Again, the Courthouse, the : ther municipality they
Aupees 6-3a paid here: Aglrmgupees 5, 7, and 3} a-month, whereas in thc; 3 b?:ildings iII: A
wildings; they pay ievera ynt if not less. The officials who occupy rente
f the amount,
ki o druple the
lso pay dear rates. take the bazaars. The rentsfixed by the own[ers are t;fatble a;i 2!;:2 P o
% NOW, 1et me taxe : .' EoET Cﬂddalore L unieipal y- m- 8
teslfbtaine 4 in the 01d Town and Tnp&palor:;d;‘;ar; days, but during two annual festivals the
a ]

' s 5 to 7 a-month in s A
e 5 ?l;preihe use of 0the pavements and verandahs of the bazaar
0
wners get extra ren

‘ esmen. .
7 I;ad From the above(it will be observe

Chiefs in this town,
of the town. He no

TO 08¢ b O u P 1 < ] d
1 (‘,0 a.ke mak lam and & amanku am lllstea ()f l X

gsment, 3. e., five per cent., and toll-

is not an exorbitant one,
five per cent. rate 18 no
Sasngli f expenditure to keep them
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