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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
' 6th February 1873,
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Read the following papers :—
No. 32. From the Acting Magistrate of South Arcot, to the Chief ‘Secretary

to Government, Fort St. George, dated Cuddalore, 5th December 1872,
No. 59.

In reply to the Order of Government, Financial Department, dated 26th
ultimo, No. 1567, T have the honour to forward copy of my order on My, Rodrig;ues‘i
application which will explain the reasons why it could not be complied with. The
Church compound abuts on 6 the main road between Pondicherry and Cuddalors
on which horses and ecarriages are constantly passing, and the safety of the publie
would, in my opinion, have been endangered, if the required permission had been.

granted.

ORDER.

The Municipal Commissioners decided this morning that Mr. Rodrigues’ request could not be
complied with, and, had they not taken this action, the undersigned in his capacity of Magistrate
would have been obliged to interfere. The Charch in question is close to the most frequented
thoroughfare in the town, and it would be most dangerous to allow guns to be fired and fireworks
displayed in such a locality. It must be distinetly understood that any such celebration of the
festival in question is absolutely prohibited. :

CuppALORE, (Signed) H. E. SULLIVAN,
1st October 1.872. District Magistrate.

o —

No. 33. From the President of the Municipal Commission, Cuddalore, to

the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St George, dated Cuddalore
7th December 1872, No. 371. 5

In continuation of my letter of yesterday’s date, No, 99, I have the honour
to enclose a memorandum, since received from the Vice-President of the Muniei-
pality, on the subject of the application of the Rey, Mr. Rodrigues for permission
to let off fireworks and fire off guns in the compound of his Church,

Menorsxnuas.

The Rev. Mr. Rodrigues complains to Government he has been refused permission to proceed in
procession on the night of 30th September 1871. This procession was intended to pass through New
Town and Munjacoopum with torches, native musiec, tom-toms, and fireworks during prokibited
hours. Permission was refused by me. Ie then applied to Mr. Garstin, who did not reniove the
prohibition. i :
- This year again he applied for the same permission ‘and in addition to fire pop-guns at his
Church, not ten yards from the imperial road; these Pop-guns are metal tubes filled with®
gunpowder, partially buried in the ground, andsvhen fired make g report like a six-pounder. Two
to three of these are fired in quick succession, and repeated every ten to fifteen minutes, all through

the night.
! I simply wrote across his petition * Rejected.”

In 1871 an intimation was conveyed to him that these guns were illegal and they must be
discontinued. Several ladies had complained to me relative to this startling nuisance during the
still hours of the night. It must be understood this Goa Church is situated in the midst of the
locality occupied by Europeans of the station, and it is anything but pleasant to be awoke from

gleep by a volley of artillery close to your door.
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