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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
3rd December 1873,

Read the following papers :—

No. 19. From A. C. LAWFORD, Esiq., Officiating District Engineer, South
Canara, to Colonel G. W. WALKER, R.E., Chief Engineer, Public Works
Department, Fort Saint George, dated Mangalore, 9th September 1873,
No. 56.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your memorandum, No. 333,
dated 3rd September 1873, censuring my action in the matter of a difference of
opinion between the Assistant Engineer M:. Pringle, and Mr. Thomas the Collector,
with reference to the planting of certain trees, and trust you will not consider it
unbecoming in me to place the matter before you from another point of view.

2. The facts of the case are these :—

Mr. Thomas, as President of the Municipal Commission, proposed to plant up
the compound of the Provincial School. Within three or four days after the return
of Mr. Pringle from Wynaad the pits wore dug, but owing to his indisposition
were not seen by that officer until nearly completed.

3. He then officially, as Range Officer in immediate respomnsible charge of
Public Buildings, addressed Mr. Thomas as President of the Municipal Commission
objecting to the proximity of certain pits to the compound wall.

4. Mr, Thomas, in reply, said that he did not concur in the opinion of the
probability of danger to the wall.

5. Mr. Pringle then addressed a protest to Mr. Thomas as President, Muni-

5.
cipal Commission, requesting that it might be laid before the Board simply to

throw all responsibility on the Municipality.

6. So far the attitude of Mr. Pringle was that of the responsible Pablic
Works Officer objecting to certain action o1 the part of the Municipality, and, in
my belief, there was nothing objectionablein his proceedings, the assumption by
Mr. Thomas of antagonism and obstruction being utterly groundless.

7.. Had I been the officer concerned in the place of the President, regarding
. v . . g = o
it purely as a matter of official business I should haye recorded the protest without
altering my views un]os.s I saw reason to d¢ so, but without a thought of accusing
Mr. Pringle of obstruction.

8. On receiving the protest, Mr. Themas, enclosing the correspondence that

Letter, No. 836, of 9th June 1873, embodied nad already taken place, requested that
in correspondence printed with G 0., No. 1130, 4ll future communications might come
of 11th August 1873. : i1 s

through me, and, in accordasce with Lis
request, I at once issued a circalar to the Range Officers to address the Collector

through me.

9. I would respectfully submit that it was impossible to do more than this,
but, of course, my order could only refer to departmep:al, for in local and muni-
cipal matters I possess no power of control.

10. The question of the proper distance ofche trees from the wall was in no
way officially placed before me.

11. The letter of Mr. Thomas embodéd in the correspondence printed with
0., No. 1130, of 11th August 1873, Finascial Department, certainly does not do
s0; I interpreted it, and I thought fairly, asa request that all correspondence might
come through me. No further action regarding the trees occurred after the

issue of my circular.
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protelsf' M?UI:Il‘r}lf) the occur}'ence of the fzorrespondence

i y’ rerilarkinl;)atsh:;e:tmfg me out riding asked my opinion on t}

only trees which could n in te'ekt was very close, he assured me that }le matter, and,

knowing that he could b:a) s.:; g lateral roots, when, of course Ile \ivould plant
12" Mr. Pringle hadg‘llllo e thc- Advice of a professional l*':o ?au_l o

bility from himself. , however, a right to record 4 st rest Officer.

: 0

14. At the re .
quest of Mr. Thomas ‘n Li
I searched T as n his letter, N
o t()cﬁ”t;l(;ndlst;lct records for any Gover“me’nt\oé Idl 14, of 17th July 1873,
€, ( . . .

S ;{aancopf)i’l Pr()bgbly being in thpse 0; tﬁr ((;"_ the subject, but
ge files G.0., Ne. 232: ¢ Coimbatore District

correspondence, was found and forwz;rded for Zi:filgth August 1865 gt
' nformation,

15. i 5
5. So far as the planting question was con

and had Mr. Thomas i :
. complie
Board nothing further 1}1) ‘1“1 s place th b dropped,
2 i g ' wou d have ocaurred : ) e the protest before the
sioned solely. by his failure to do this » Whe reference to Government
g 16.w I observe that Mr. Thomas advances s
3 ::’v? ({:r;ml}slsmners the contention of fwo Ga
elg ; i
5 t,.ee: Lo (;:;:)1 .er(le)szlx;.no contention, metely a differenc ﬁLi<Eel's-a reason that has
the Boardslandlcf 11111 il If such diflerences of o N © 0" opinion on the proximity
sy ully discussed, it is obrious i Iumo._na are not to be laid before
carings, and therefore must be settled i, \ pidons cannot bo seen in all
mattt;r now became purely a municipal pne /a)’artia], one-sided way. TI
7.. Mr. Pringle, finding that his r ot
re : . g that his r
Mumcl_pal Commissioner directly to Gy Auest _was disregarded, appealed as
the point whether the President has th nment in order to obtain a decisio
laid before the Board. § Power to suppress letters intended i:n (};))n
\ € 0 be

18, This is a question of vital imi'
power of the President nearly despotic rtan'ce, for its concession would render I
and Local Boards. I would submit th nd in fact nullify the object of Munici s
the proceedings of Mr. Pringle as Mun| . had no possible power of controlui:S::-

declined to become the channel of comu ipal Commissioner, and on this prownd T

. lunicati .
19, It is a matter of regret to ng ication with Government.

tion agaist Mr. Pringle shouldhave b that the groundless char
) ; Bkt ges of obstrue-
nation will show that I am not to blamg ght censure on me, but I trust my expla-

]

-

y either before or after the

remove !‘esponsi.

, With certain

cerned the matter no

) }lis re »
ason his disli ;

islik :
overnment ke tobring before

i

No. 20. From A. €. LAWFORD
"EES : Om H t' . . A
Canara, to Colw {8q.y ciating District E
Works’Departm(:ri, grt‘g;. ;XALKER’ R.E., Chief E“rg:;:f’ Szﬁltll::
1873, No. 58. | George, dated Mangalore, 11th September

At the request of Mr. Pringle, 1ta_ .o . 11 ;
%o the letter of Mr. Thomas embodied % 6 respousifility of forRasdinp MESPLY
L, the correspondence printed with G.O.,

No. 1180, of 11th August 1878, Fi I
4 5 ) XIMANCY By sartment, for the accusations of obstruc.

tiveness contained therein are so bas¢ : e
sy pact to refuse o ORIy, I]eeus that it would be an act of injustice on

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

2rd December 1873.

From E. . PRINGLE, Esq., Assistant Engineer,

Public Works Department, to Colonel G. W.

WALKER, R.E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, Fort St. George,
dated Mangalore, 11th September 1873, No. 405.
With G.0., No. 1130, dated 11th August 1878, 1 have the honour to observe there is printed
a letter from Mr. Thomas, Collector of South Canara, containing, I regret to say, erroneous

statements, from whi
ment servant.

ch inferences have been drawn very detrimental to my character as a Govern-

9. As I feel that such statements and the conclusions based upon them, if uncontradicted,
must create a Wrong impression in the minds of those who have not heard both sides of the
question, 1 have the honour to request you will be kind enough to lay my reply before the

Governor in Council.
3. I would respectfully
with the President’s action in the matter

submit that the Orders of Government censuring my interference
of the planting have been passed upon the strength of

Mr. Thomas’ letter, and I hope to be able to show that no such interference was ever intended.
4. 1 regret that the question originally referred by me for orders of Government has been

lost sight of. Itisa question whic

position, and must eventually cause
5. As Mr. Thomas' letter is a lengthy one,

h, if left unsettled, places all members of Boards in an equivocal

o further references to Government.
and requires to be answered in detail for the sake

of clearness, I have placed its paragraphs half marginally opposite my own.

9. The Mangalore Provincial School is
a2 conspicuous building standing in a perfectly
bare plot of ground, and the privy attached to 1t
is a trifle prominent for such an edifice.
therefore, conceived the idea of screening the
latter building by planting it oub and improy-
ing the appearance of the former by puttingin
a few ornamental trees. T made the suggestion
to the Head Master of the School. He entirely
concurred, and we agreed together on the
manner of the planting. He had, however, 10
funds, and I anticipated that a reference to the
Head of the Educational Department and the
Government would not procure them till the
planting season had passed. L therefore,
gounded the Municipality as to whether they
were disposed to find the funds wanted for this
little ornamentation of a prominent site in their
Municipality. It will be remembered that the

6. This paragraph requires little notice,
except that I may remark no one was more
anxious than myself to see the Provincial School
made ornamental, and I should have cordially
supported Mr. Thomas’ proposal had I been
present at the meeting when the point was
mooted ; for, until the perusal of Mr. Thomas’
letter, I was unaware that it might be considered
irregular to devote municipal funds to such
purposes..

people of the district subscribed some Rupees

60,000 for this school, and are, therefore, not
aninterested. The Municipal Commissioners
were more than pleased with the idea, and
promptly voted the funds. I thercon asked the
Forest Officer to execute the planting.

3. Mr. Pringle saw the pits being sunk
but made no remark keeping silent till some
forty were dug to their full dep’oh},l and then and
i not till then he put in

Lfst;?zr,'ﬁioa.t?;;'.zgm A objection.*  Had

: he been actuated by
nothing but a bond fide anxiety for the Govern-
ment property represented in the compound
wall he would surely not have waited till I was
fairly committed to what he conceived a false
position from which retreat on a formal re-
monstrance was calculated to be distasteful to
me ; he would surely have mentioned his anxie-
ties at once ; and the result would have been,
as in a similar case with the District Engineer,
that he would have been thanked for his advice,
and the position of the pits would have been

7. In reply to this, I beg to say that this
statement is made in error, I was far from well
after my return from Wynaad on the 21sb May,
and consequently did not make any town inspec-
tions. Hence the pits which were all dug in
the short space of four days, and which I cannot
remember to have seen in progress, did not
attract my notice, until one day when riding
home, on which occasion I inspected them, and it
directly struck me that they were much too near
the wall. I did not then know the exact dis-
tance from the wall at which they were gupposed
to be (10 feet), but at once informed the Deputy




:
|
!
.
.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department

B =PRSSt ST SO

I A e

3rd December 1873.

altered in deference to his views

the objection might not commen
own judgment,

4. Considering his objection to ari

of not}ung but pure obstrucjt-iveness, oana(; l?gs(i): :
thght in the pressure of work of the fact that
ofet 1::urr}clmndmg wall was really in the keeping
& e Head Master of the Provincial School

ccause the planting had been so fully left in
my hands by him for the reason that plantin
is not his strong point, and he saw I wa.%
anxious to see it nicely done, I fell into the
l;;lﬁ:ﬁi(e n::nytrﬁaxn%l the c%mpound like one

ally in the ch

Collector, and I told Mr. Pringl:rg}fatoi g}:g

not ici
" 137‘;“;‘2’ dﬁed 4th June dange:n;:gg) a:;;: or?;{
s mental planting.

5. Thereon Mr. P&xgle addressed me his
4 5¢h June 1873, No. 176, Protest.t This protest
3 . drove me into the posi-
tion of having to choose between polemics and a
weak yielding to pure obstructiveness. Thinking
1 should not be justified in throwing away the
money spent on sinking the pits, as well as the
more valuable loss of a part of the rainy or
planting season, and being desirous, if possible,
to avoid polemic discussi(;n, tireg:x'red the matter
o the District Engineer
£ oth June 1678, No. 836, 1 (01 b d™ 0f Shich
copy is enclosed, and I heard no more of the
matter for nearlyja-month.

; ?t’::l ;ltxgulﬁh Conservator of Forests that the plants ought to
7 be placed very much further off the wall, point-

ing 0}11: to him next morning some holes which
I believed to be much less than 10 feet distant.
He referred me to Mr. Thomas, under whose
orders the work was done, and I wrote at once
my letter, No. 147, dated 29th May 1873.

I re'gret that Mr. Thomas, acting on a false
assumption, should have inferred so much want
of honesty and gentlemanly conduct on my part
forI do not think I have ever given to hin;
reason to believe me capable of such.

e 8.. The obstructiveness complained of
In justice to myself I am bound to state was
pu.rely imaginary on Mr. Thomas’ part. The
f)bJection was raised simply because I believed
1t to be dangerous to plant trees so close to
masonry, especially such light and easily disturb-
ed x.na.s?nry as the wall in question. That this
belief is shared by others is evident from the
following extract from G.O., Public Works

Department, No. 2325, dated 11th
sy A August

‘“ The Governor-General in €ouncil is of
opinion that the planting of trees near public
buildings should in no case be undertaken except
in communication with the Officers of the Public

Works Department of the District or Canton-
ment.”’

9. 1 believe I am correct in stating that
withholding my protest against ‘measures which
in my opinion, threatened danger to public work;
under my charge as Executive Officer would have
been a direct dereliction of duty. If the Muni-
cipal Board chose to accept the respomsibility
there and then mine ceased, and my opposition
also. The question would never have been

referred to Government, as I did not consider it
important enough, and only wished to place it
on its proper footing in order that, did the
anticipated damage eventuate, the Municipality
might not be able to cast the blame upon their
proper adviser in such cases.

With regard to the reference made by Mr. Thomas to the District Engineer, that officer

No. 17, Circular Memorandun.

Doder the present arrangements each district having been
provided with a District Engineer at the head of the
‘Public Works Department, the Range Officers will be so

ood as to discontinue corresponding for the future
Sirecﬂy with the heads of the other departments on
ublic matters. If any reference be necessary, it shonld
Pe mado " cthor to tho Disriot Bogiaser of Torwerded

neither mentioned it to me personally, nor
noticed it officially, otherwise than by forwarding
the Circular Memorandum which is quoted in
the margin, and which I had not the least con-
ception at that time was the result of my
reference made by Mr, Thomas.

S
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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6. Then Mr. Pringle returned to the
attack,* but in a new
® flis letter, dated 1st July  character and on a new
R No. 287 " subject. He was 1o
longer an Assistant Engineer, but a member of
the Municipal Commission, and the point that
exercised his mind was no longer the tree-threat-
ened compound wall, but a tcchmc:}l point o
procedure. Attack being the obvious object,
and my time being too precious for fruitless
wrangling, 1 simply
My letter, dated 4th July yeminded him that I had
1874, Mgy B already declined any
further direct discussion with him on the
subject.

7. 1 say I reminded him, for Mr. Pringle,

who was living in the same house with the District

Engineer to whom the matter had been referred,

had thereon not written to me again on the tree

subject, though his former letters came in quick

succession, till nearly a-month after he addressed
me, as above shown, in a new capacity and on 2
new subject ; a delay and change of character
and tactics from which 1 drew the conclusion
that it was a knowledge of that reference that
had led him to drop the character in which he

was subordinate to the District Engineer, an

to take up one in which he was free to commence
an attack de novo. Moreover, there was also
living in the same house with Mr. Pringle_the
Forest Officer who was executing the planting,
and the matber was freely discussed in connexion
with a few ornamental trees being simultane-
ously planted by the Lay Trustees in the Church
compound, so that 1 had every reason for think-
ing that Mr. Pringle could hardly be ignorant
of the reference of which pretty nearly every one
else was aware, though Mr. Pringle intimates to
Government that he was
whatover for the con- notawaref of that refer-
ception contained in the ence ; there was enough
in the circumstances to
lead me to the conclusion that he was not
unaware of it, and that conclusion will account
for the brevity of my letter, which, under this

t There are no grounds

latter part of the letter.

10. Here again Mr. Thomas labours under
a misconception. The attack, if it is to be so
termed, is a new one arising from a circumstance
totally unconnected with the tree planting, other-
wise than that the instrument that raised it (the
protest) relates to that matter. The question
is that originally referred to Government, one
upon which I still solicit their orders, and which
is purely municipal in its aspects, and in no way
connected with the Public Works Department.
The delay complained of was the actual cause of
this *attack” being made, the *‘change of
character ' a necessary consequence of the
entirely new nature of the moot point.

I am sorry if I appear obtuse, but at the
time being completely ignorant that the matter
had been officially referred to the District Engi-
neer, and thus taken out of my hands, I wasat a
loss to understand this reminder, which, from
my own view of the cause, seemed somewhat
curt and unintelligible, and induced me to add
the third paragraph to my letter to Government,
No. 242, dated 8th July 1873.

-

11. Here I canonly reiterate my previous
assertion that I was totally ignorant of this
reference, notwithstanding the fact of the Dis-
trict Engineer living in the same house, and I
can appeal to that officer in support of my state-
ment. The ““delay’ and °‘ change of charac-
ter ’ I have already shown to arise from other
causes than the motives imputed to me by Mr.
Thomas.

A very serious charge is preferred in this
paragraph (7), that of making a false statement
to Government. Imuch regret that such acharge
should be made on inferences alone. The Dis-
trict Engineer had never mentioned this refer-
ence that Mr. Thomas concludes I must be
# The Forest Officer has aWare of ; the Forest*

since informed me that Qfficer if it was known
he was unaware of this
reference. to him kept silent, and
B.H-P. 1 was mot present ab
any discussion regarding the planting of the
Church compound during which a gyllable con-
cerning the matter was uttered. With this
latter planting I did not interfere further than

explanation, will not, I think, be found open to by telling Mr. Leggatt, Lay Trustee, that the
the accusation made against its tone. I wanted trees were too near the wall.

to be allowed to go quietly on my way, and it
was necessary to repeat the decided declension
to be drawn into acrimonious correspondence.

B

"

The Forest Officer had originally marked out
the ground allowing fifteen feet interval between

~
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8. Wi

With reference to the gecond*

attack, 1
E “Fas ask th -
nlr;.;;rlm%a a lgtter, dated emmet’xt to b S
: g 73, No, 227, ad. enough 'e gOOd
Mn:?:i alt"ct‘h" Preatlont, 4 g0 to notice that
Bl Commicton. there is made therein
no allusion whateyer

to the pits and the endangered wall, whereas if

the Government pro 1
2 Goy 0 perty therein w

sf::l;:ltille sh :ong Jide subject of anxiety, lﬁ: Zho%lrd
oy ie ;gs ropped them out of the discussion :
e s e unaware of the reference to the
S i gmeer, his more natural course would
Ly e et o refer the matter to Government
g I:g thls own superior, the District Engine .
o i a“e ;naén 1ssue the safety of the G?)ver(::,
i ﬁrd?edu?eak;n%e thodmunicipal techni-
point only instead of the :c?l[fx: ;;{n:nd i

9. T have said

above (paragra
(I)l};)?rlilei_upm Mr. Pringle’s object%onpssq th?t
. ol and nothing else, and I came to. thie
matter li(:-lslelff r::liest\ryo tﬁonSiderati(’ns‘—One tl;:
of that officer, ¢, the other past experience

10. First I vi
Rt st 1 viewed the matter on its own

I. I found the
T compound was
et o, L S e SR
superstr tee above, so that there was no -5
rstructure in danger, even if the worst

st

anticipations of Mr. Pringle were realized

IL. T thought that the evi
le)e azlticipatet.l, for if i? s%:weegl :;ed :’C&me]y
ventuating, it would be a sim ley igns of
cutb down the offending tree, ple process to

: III. T thought that i
’(chd come . to the worst, and :Z::; lgntg ec}:vorst
1;}rlee out of the lot should years hence pen tauce
e ston.e-and~mortar wall, the ornament ? g
ﬁould itself be worth more than the s
upee 1 or Rupees 2 at most, of cuttin pot
or replacing a laterite stone. ek

IV. 1 found that this ve
. : s i
;?:hoxi}ieczf:e haél himself built thatryver;lsv:.l?:gxg
r to very much more i

trees than I proposed to plant. g?'s?]'iwtl?:
country trees the banyan, with its many lateral
ll'loots, is thq most destructive to walls, and he

ad built this wall close to an avenue of an old
banyan tree. To satisfy the Government of

the trees and the wall, but this distance had been
r'educed to ten feet by Mr. Thomas, although my
letter, No. 147, was then in his hands. It was
only subsequently to the pits being dug that
their length was increased to admit of planting
the trees at fifteen feet distance.

The reason of the objection to the tone of
Mr. Thomas' letter here referred to has already
been explained.

12. This has already been answered by
former paragraphs. The sole object of forward-
ing the whole correspondence to Government was
to have orders passed upon a question that
involves so much the power of a President of &
Municipality to withhold from the Board docu-
ments which he has been requested by a member
to lay before them.

13. The considerations will be answered
in detail furtlLer on.

14. The lightness of the structure renderod
it the more liable to be overthrown.

15. Mr. Thomas seems to have overlooked

the fact that the lateral roots of most trees are
hat there are mo external

nnderground, and t
gigns of damage antil it is already partly accom-

plished.

16. 1 am sorry Mr. Thomas did not men-
tion this in his letter, No. 44, instead of only
stating that ‘‘be did not anticipate any injury

from the ornamental trees,”” &c.

17. The boundary line of the Provincial
School compound unfortun ately ran parallel to a
row of fine old avenue trees (banyans). To have
cut down these was not to be thought of. To
have taken the wall 15 feet to 20 feet from them
would have robbed the compound of a consider-

Rl
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hstanee DY aceuracy, 1 give

from foot marginally the actual

of tree to measured  distances

m:‘”“li'm of the trees near

First banyan tree which Mr. Pr_mgle has
on the north- himself built  this
east of the very wall, while he
Se:;’;;‘”ggf‘ dor objects to my Pits
Ghird  do. do. which are at the uni-
Fourth do. do. form distance of ten
ikl - fdo. " 05 foet from the wall.
giﬁf.mhi‘é‘. gg He surely would not
A mango tree in have built the wall so
£hs sams AVERDS: close to all those trees
i if he  seriously
thought it would be endangered by them s and
if he did not seriously think so, why ghould he
object to my more distant, less-destructive trees.
V. That Mr. Pringle had no objecting

eyes for any

Distance trees but mine

i M further in-

::n';';ou?,d_ f(;rrible from a

Sr.1n.  single ride 1n
which T observ-

—s
-3 b3 IR =R R—

—
e oo caOS

Two blackwood trees inth

P R IR 0L
e N
A banyan tree near the ginally - note
Military Hospital com- trees, all o

ound wall - 5 0 whichare closer

5 et )
Nearest dhoop tree 10 F4% 1) 1o and to more I

Post-office wall 3
Tre:s pear the BEngineers porta,nt build-

and Musicipal TS, ings, and all
One blackwood tree, dis nce 40

from tree to compound of which cannob

wall .. .4 &  haye  eBCADS

One large ﬂ-;mig‘:ya)ut tree P coming under
(from tree to cilice j s ole’s

One large flamboyans tree Mr. P']I;;lngﬁ,
(from tree to office) .. 5 8 eyes. e Mi-

One large mango tree (from litary Hospltal
tree to office) ..o ere w2101 wall is some 7 or

One large mango tree (from
tree to office) Ra - o

911 8 feet bigh (as
against 13 feet)
at the point where the banyan is also close to

able strip of land ; and in the case of banyans
which throw out long lateral roots of even
section to almost fabulous distances would have
been of little avail. For further answer I need
not but quote paragraph 2 of my letter, No.147,
¢ It is true that there are trees close to the
front wall in existence, but I apprehend consi-
derable trouble in preventing their lateral roots
from damaging the masonry, and it is to pre-
vent wider mischief in this *way that I now call
your attention to the new planting.”

18. The trees enumerated here are nearly
all that T am aware of as being in dangerous

proximity to public buildings. With one excep-
tion I have long remarked them, but as they

are full-grown trees, and have not perceptibly
injured the building near which they stand,
I have not considered it necessary to advise
their felling. Because I have not done this,
seems to me no reason why I should not object
to the extension of the dangerous practice of
planting too near masonry. The trees near
the Public Works Office have in my own time
been mutilated in consequence of their boughs
threatening the building, and in one instance &
piepul tree, twenty feet from the building, had
its branches lopped because it wWas damaging
the roof.

it, and the tree is noticeably on the roadside
within twenty yards or thereabouts of the
debated Provincial school-site. Mr. Pringle's
own office and workyard, which he visits from
day to day, has many trees much nearer than

my pits ab
seribed distance of 15 feet.

VI. In addition to my own views as to
the necessity for moving these particular pits
from this particular wall, I was fortified by the
fact that the District Engineer, to whom the
subject was referred, did not move in the matter,
and inferribly did not see any necessity for
writing to me or the Government—a view which
Mr. Pringle also would seem to have latterly
fallen in with, as his reference to Government
has dropped this subject and taken a fresh one.

11. As regards my past experience of Mr.

Pringle’s obstructiveness, I may point to a case
in which he made

% GO., 20th January 1873, difficulties* in the
No. 189, Fivl. Depte Local Fund Board as

he now does in the Municipal Commission,

anticipating then as I 3
power which required to be guarded against, as

10 feet distance and than his pre-

ow an arbitrary use of

19. This I must leave to the District
Engineer for answer. The inferences in the
latter part of the paragraph I have already
shown to be erroneous.

90. This was simply a protest made for
the purpose of obtaining the Board of Revenue’s
orders upon a rule of the Local Fund Act, the

interpretation of which was doubtful.

The protest Wwas made in the form of &

letter at Mr. Thomas' special request.
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if a Collector's hands were not h
enough with all the Boards and
has to work with nowadays.

12. On the quay, again, he was on]
appeased because I magnified Lis dignity atozli
expense Qf my own, yielding an immateria] poi1-£
for peace’s sake. To save carriage some surph;s
land from pits had heen uniformly spread over a
small_portxon of the quay to the depth of about
one-eighth of an inch. Lest it should chec‘k
the surface water from running off and gq

ampered quite
Committees ho

. ) ! inju
the qnay, 1t was at his desire all carefully sie,-z
up again, carried &way, and cast ;
ot 3 into the

 13. The line of trees on the
objected to by him though highl
?very o;lehe:]sei] and the question wag referred, [
ancy, to s then superior, but I} heard ;
more of it. v bl
14_. In .the matter of Chureh arran
Mr. P}'mgl'e 18 more than once to the front again
as a «.l.xssatlshed combatant, and unconccdiuz to
the wishes of the majority,

quay were also
¥ approved ky

gements,

15. Thave now to answer the technical

objection to my procedure as President of the
Municipality. Mr. Pringle’s (First Assistant
Engineer’s) letter was addressed to me as Presi-
dent of the Municipality it is true, but the
matter of it—the safety of the wall—was not one
concerning the Municipality but the Educational
Department, or, as I at the time mistakenly
thought, the Collector, and so I naturally trans-
ferred the letter to the Collector’s file and
answered it thence. The very transfer of the
letter might have sufficed to show Mr. Pringle
that I thought it not a munieipal matter. Letters
are frequently misaddressed to the Collector,
the Magistrate, the President of the Local Fund
Board, and the President of the Municipal Com-
mission, and the daily practice is to transfer them
at once to the right file for reply. In his second
letter, Mr. Pringle again addressed me as the
Municipal President, but I did not think it my
duty to put the matter into a wrong channel
simply because he wished it. When Mr. Pringle’s
third letter came to the same address the mat-
ter had gone so far, and had already been practi-
cally decided, that I thought the contention of
two Government Officers an unseemly exhibition
to lay before the Native Commissioners, although
I was well assured in my own mind of a majority.
I, therefore, reminded him that the matter had
already been brought to a close between us.

16. I am afraid I have troubled the
Government with a long letter. I can only
plead that it has taken much longer to write
than it will to read, and that the time I have

21. T am sorry Mr. Thomas should have
thought it necessary for him to make this
remark. . There was no question of dignity ; the
matter was purely one of departmental duty.
My request was a simple one, and conveyed, if
I recollect rightly, merely in a note. It had
reference to patches of land of a depth that, to
the best of my memory, might have been record-
ed in incles,

22. In reply to this, I have the honour to
appenc.l to this letter the demi-official reference
made to Colonel Farewell, which will speak for
itself.

23. T must here express my regret that
Mr. Thomas should have thought fit to introduce
a purely social matter ; also that the wording of
the paragraph hardly expresses the real state of
the case, which, no doubt, Mr. Thomas has not
lately referred to.

24. Mr. Thomas' memory must have failed
him on a small point in this paragraph, and this
is the transfer of my first letter to the Collector’s
file and its reply thence, for I find, on examin-
ation of the original letters, that the order in
which they stand is this—

1. Assistant Enginecer’s letter, No. 147,
dated 29th May 1873, to the President of the
Municipal Commission,

2. Letter, No. 44, dated 4th June 1873,
from the President of the Municipal Commission,
to the Assistant Engineer,

3. Letter, No. 175, dated 5th June,
from Assistant Engineer, to the President,
Municipal Commission.

4. Letter from the Assistant Engineer,
No. 227, dated 1st July 1873, to President, Muni-
cipal Commission.

5. Letter from Collector, to Assistant
Engineer, No. 1015, dated 4th July.

From this it appears that the only letter from
the Collector’s Office was the last one which
remained unanswered by me. The inference
(that I wished to divert the matter into a wrong
channel) based upon the assumption (that the
first reply from Mr. Thomas was signed as Col-
lector) naturally, therefore, falls to the ground.

25. This paragraph, after what I have
stated, requires but little notice. I trust what I
have already said has shown Government that

bk i A .
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e e
i jon from future factiousness,
b s:mgt I;l}':): eg;:)?rernment will recognise ;ha.t
= i ;urmony with the Educa.tfon_a.l Head here
p> 311 i?:‘h the Municipal Commissioners Iby?v%
3 wuietly trying to do a little simple bit o
?::ax,ll i?nprovement, to which no reasonable objec-

: ade. . ¥
herted IIX?VIGII)::: fﬁlen into error in accepting

i leased
ici ,will the Government be p
3\1!;11(1:(1)%&1:;1;) nt?)y transfer the planting and up-

tional Funds. : . o
e Edluca 1::clwsion 1 have the honour to state that, feeling myself guiltless of the conduc
27. n co 3

it to be & hard task to answer his letter te'mperately.
i bylim‘ g:i?iia: il:ai:e :O;i:tldiﬁicult matter to disprove the truth oi: mfer;nces;
o S 15‘: they may be, and I cannot but think that, before such senou:h ¢ ls:irgze
. l.ea‘bl t{; T {'oof than conclusions drawn from incorrect statements_ ou .
o eﬂi;r gain a character for factious interference a',nd obstructl'veness, nanly
e Om‘:e poil ut his duties conscientiously. The liability o.f his eonduct b:m.g w;':;mgin
g 'O : sws do not coincide with those of others, is constantly s Iarm.g v
e, o o viexa,ve the honour to point out that every contrary.vote rmil :d
the face. 1n e TR c;:sec,a.l Fund Boards might be misconstrued into obstructwen:l?sil hex;le ﬁrz’t
e h e Government upon the reading of a Local Fund Rule, which. w e
o i r of the members of a special Board, an

! t of fou .
ied in my favour by three ou rward as an instance
o (‘;’ e pcszlt':r;; only tgree out of four of a general Board, been L
afterwards

of obstructiveness on my part.

96. This requires no notice.

withe ar .4 T feel confident
W 1 utl thout fear or * |
98. I have always tried to carry out my duties 1der =t Tab

e it

(Demi -official referred to in paragraph 22.)
MANGALORE, Tth June 1872.

.+ on the following matter :—A few days ago, M.r.
5 g FARWELL'I:i_nIJeVEX;i i:‘;'og::t;;l:nting trees (en boulevard) along the Bhund.er u;
irs- co'nvel'satlo? tothe traders, an idea of which in itself I heartily approved. That ejrenmg A
bt f)trh Mr Thom,as, and showed him at his request where the trees. might b;s
S5 D Wlon the. land side of the Bhunder (the red line in the accompanying aket:h!z;
e s . V{:f's ted to my line, and pointed out the line marked blue in sketch a,; Y
o3 Thoma»st%zc To this I demurred on the ground that it was too near th;herfzhe
i 72 thO‘lghd t; l;the roots of the trees would be apt to thrust the revetment. e o
O e anI di: not know that this was more than an idea in embryo, and ha:t[ no Tt])l pis
o reSteg. he proposition. I was, therefore, surprised the next day to learn t:;tth 11'1.01'3s o
iy «; 0.(11) dI;n lanting the trees on his line, but had marked it off and hh g :id e 8
ha(} Sebinfn et:ion I:)f the idea was the more unexpected, as Mr. Thom.a.s. a o:; g
e spee;i : el;:: 1tlshe expenditure a municipal one, and I knew th.a.t the Comflzzl,dn :
Pir:ioieie:n?ez had, up to that time, had no official communication of the under g.

suffici jence of the habits
Wh i i ot I have not sufficient experien |
e inion as to whether any interference on my
of mango roots to say,

and I, therefore, ask your op
| : d by the experience
e Decessis for considering that there is a danger—Teasons, too;1 su;g::i: thye Lol o
Mg . Mr. Lobo—are that, at the depth of a foot below the s )
of my Overseer M. '

. o Al

spent on it has been spent in the hope of obtain- factiousness has not been my aim.
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