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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
1s¢ December 1873.

W_”—w

No. 9. Read the following letter from W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., President of
the Municipal Commission, Vellore, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Chittoor, 17th November
1873, No. 83 :—

The Government having in paragraph 2 of their Order in the Financial Depart-
“ ment, dated 8th instant, No. 1623, desired that the réference made to the High
Court, as regards the point raised by the Town Sub-Magistrate of Vellore that,
ander Section 169 of the Act, prosecutions must be instituted within three months
of the date fixed for the payment of the tax, may be communicated to them, I have
the honour to submit, herewith, copy of the Proceedings of the High Court, dated
3rd instant, No. 1826, containing their decision in the matter.

et

Procerpixas of the High Court of Judicature at Madras, dated 3rd November 1873, No. 1826.

Read again letter, dated 17th July 1873, from the Magistrate of North Arcot, forwarding,
for orders of the High Court, copy of a letter from the Joint Magistrate as to the proper construc-
tion of Section 169 of Act IIL. of 1871.

Read also record of the Proceedings called for in the Proceedings of the High Court, dated
99nd July 1873, No. 1296.

In this case a complaint was preferred before the third-class Magistrate of Vellore, under
Section 62 of Madras Act IIL. of 1871, for the recovery of the tax due by one Sarangapany Chetty
for 1872-78. The Magistrate dismissed the complaint on the ground that the prosecution should
have been instituted within three months from the date on which the arrear became due.

2. The grounds of the Magistrate’s judgment are clearly erroneous. Tha offence is the
failure for a continuous period of two months while exercising the employment to pay the tax. 1t
natters not whether the person charged has or has not exercised the employment for a previous
period of two months. Under Section 169 of the Act, the limitation is three months from the
end of any continuous period of two months in any one year. If, as would appear from these papers,
the complaint was preferred within three months from the expiry of the last two months of the
official year ending 31st March 1873, the Magistrate’s decision is wrong.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) H. WIGRAM,
Registrar, dppellate Side.

No. 1.0. ORDER THEREON, 1st December 1873, No. 1738.
Communicated to all Presidents of Municipalities,
(True Extract.)

Chiief Sceretary.

To all Presidents of Municipal Commissi

Exd, J. Wright.
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