


Proceedings of the M adras Government, Financial Department,
29¢th Ociober 1873.
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No. 244. Read the following letter from Deputy Surgeon-General J. L.
RANKING, Acting Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, to the
Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Fort St. George, 3rd September 1873, No. 326 :—

I bave the honour to acknowledge Proceedings of Government, in the Financial
Department, of the 15th ultimo, and, with reference to the Order thereon, No.
1164, to offer my opinion in advertence to Proceedings, No. 631, Financial
Department, of the 12th May 1873, upon the best method of providing for profes-
sional inspection of Municipal and Local Fund Dispensaries throughout this Presi-
dency.

9. Surgeon-General Balfour, in his letter, No. 122, of 2nd April 1873,
embodied in the Proceedings of Government of the 12th May, No. 631, entered
fully into the subject, and, after reviewing the practice in other Presidencies,
advised the continuance of that followed in Madras, viz., inspection by Deputy
Surgeons-General.

3, THe also pointed out that, owing to the very extensive ranges assigned to
some Deputy Surgeons-General, and the almost daily addition to dispensaries
under Municipal and Local Funds, the labourof inspection was heavy, and that, in
some instances, it was next to impossible for inspecting officers to overtake the
work thrown upon them. In the Northern District such inspections, as pointed
out, are made only every second year, while last year the Deputy Surgeon-Gene-
ral was obliged to be recalled before he had completed his inspections.

4. With this exception, every dispensary has hitherto been inspected once a
year by the Deputy Surgeon-General of the Range, and, viewed in relation to the
Order of Government on the subject of the relation of the Medical Department
to such dispensaries, as laid down in Proceedings of Government in the Financial
Department, No. 518, of 17th April 1872, and No. 150, of 31st January 1873, I am of
opinion that this one inspection is all that is required. Inspections bearing upon
ordinary cleanliness of buildings, bedding, &e., the methodical and tidy (to use a
homely but expressive word) arrangement of medicines, instruments, &c., the
quality of food supplied and cooking of meals, and upon the general care and
welfare of the sick, may be safely entrusted to the members of the Boards or
Managing Committees, with whom, under the Orders of Government above quoted,
rests all responsibility for the economic concerns of such institutions. Such inspec-
tions should be made regularly and frequently.

5. SurgconGeneral Balfour also showed in his letter, No. 122, of 2nd April
1873, that Civil Surgeons with their onerous duties at Sadr stations, could not make
such inspections, and in this I concur.

6. Nor do I advocate the creation of a class of Staff Medical Officers styled
InspectorS-Gcneral of Dispensaries, as in Bengal. Provided the ranges are not
too large, Deputy Surgeons-Geeneral are quite capable of inspecting all civil insti-
tutions as well as military hospitals in their respective ranges.

7. But these ranges are, in some instances, far too large. The Northern
District requires to be separated from the Centre District, and Malabar and Canara
from the Southern District, while the Mysore Province should, I think, have an
administrative officer of its own.
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