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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20tk October 1873.

Read the following papers :—

No. 168. From II. 8. THOMAS, Esq., President of tfié Municipal Commission,
Mangalore, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort St. George, dated Mangalore, 4th September 1873, No. 125.

After a deliberate consideration of the question whether the desire of the
people of this town to allow burials in grounds situated within the heart of it can
be complied with in any way without interfering with the sanitation of the town
under their charge, the Commissioners have arrived at the conclusion that they
can best compromise matters by allowing intramural interments only in closed
masonry vaults. They therefore request the Honourable the Governor in Council
will be pleased to approve of the following addition being made to the bye-laws
sanctioned by Government in their Proceedings, dated 22nd February 1898,
No. 234, Public Department :—

¢35, (a.) No person shall bury or cause, permit or suffer, to be buried any
corpse within the interior of any Protestant or Roman Catholic Church or Church
verandah or grounds, and within the precincts of such of the Mussulman Musjids
as the Commissioners may from time to time appoint for the purpose, except in
vaults built at least two feet thick of laterite-in-chunam for single vaults and as
much more as the District Engineer may advise for large vaults, with 1} feet of
lime all round each body, unless effectually embalmed, after obtaining the
permission of the President, the interment being made in the presence of a Muni-
cipal Officer.”
No. 169.  To His Excer. e Rieur Hox. THE GOVERNOR 1v COUNCIL,

' Fort 8t. George.

The humble Memorial of KAUJEE
ABDUL KAUDER MOILAR and
KUTIK POKRE MOILAR, Trustees of
the Moplah Musjids of Mangalore, and
the undersigned Jamats of the Moplah
community of that station.

May 1T pLEASE YOoUR ExcErLnency,—Being highly aggrieved by an order of the
Municipality of Mangalore, under date the 20th June last, prohibiting the use of
the burial-grounds attached to our Musjids (mosques) at this station, we beg respect-
fully to submit this humble memorial for your Lordship’s favourable consideration
in Couneil.

9. Involving, as it does, questions affecting the nearer and dearer interests of
* a large and influential section of the community of Maugalore, this case demands
careful attention of your Lordship in Council.

3. It might have been wished that the Municipality had thought over this
important subject twice before coming to the resolution that gave birth to the
order in question, which, however, they would seem not to have done.

4. Your Lordship in Council is aware that the question involved is purely a
religious one affecting the wishes and feelings of the people concernéd, and that
such delicate and important questions require to be dealt with with extreme caution.
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Proéeedingc of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20th October 1873.

“ As regards intramural burials, o * * »

I sent for the heads of the Mahomedan community, and, after some discussion, they
agreed to make use of a burial-ground to be set apart for them outside the town in
all cases except those of fifty families, who highly value the privilege of burying
their dead in mosques and gardens, public and private, who have family burying-
places there, where their forefathers, for a number of generations, have been buried,
and alongside of whom it is naturally their wish to be buried. Every one knows
how much importance the higher classes of Mahomedans attach to their family
burying-places. The finest building in the world (the Taj at Agra)isa Mahomedan
t>mb, and nearly every Mahomedan private building of any pretensions is a tomb.
The tombs and gardens round them are usually kept up with a care and a feeling
of religious veneration which it would be unwise to shock without a stronger reason
than the injury likely to result from burying the members of about fifty families,
at the rate of a few individuals a-year,.within the limits of the town. I think we
shall have gone far enough for the present if the mass of the Mahomedan population
are induced or obliged to bury outside the town. Time will enable the Government
to complete the measure hereafter without giving offence when the importance of
sanitary precautions is better understood and appreciated, as there can be no doubt
they will hereafter be some day. The Mahomedan population of Rajahmundry
was by last Census 1163. Two sites have been chosen outside the town for burial-
grounds for the mass of the Mahomedan population, but I have not been able to
complete the arrangements yet owing to various causes. But the latter has not been
forgotten or neglected as the Government will see, and will no doubt shortly be
amicably settled on the basis of the arrangements discredited if the Government
approve of the views above expressed and do not insist upon more stringent
measures.”’ 4

Your Lordship’s Government were pleased to appreciate in an order the
consideration and good judgment with which Mr. Stuart’s letter shows the opera-
tions of the Rijihmindey Municipality are conducted (vide Madras Mail,
October 1872). We understand that no such prohibition has been made in the
districts of Malabar, Salem, Trichinopoly, &e.

14, The disaffection which the order of the Municipality has engendered in
the hearts of the Mahomedan population of this town is likely to increase from the
invidious distinction which seems to have been made in favour of the Roman

Catholic Christian community of Mangalore.

15. The prohibition of burials in the Musjid in question, then, being unjus-

tifiable on political grounds, we beg to submit that it is equally so on sanitary.

Theie is not a single instance in which people residing in the vicinity of the

burial-grounds have complained that these grounds have proved dangerous to their
living.
such danger. :

16. Thus your Lordship in Council will see that tho order of the Munici-

pé}ity is not justifiable on sanitary grounds either. _ Sy :
17. When such is the case, what avails this prohibition but to exasperate and
alienate the hearts of an eminently peaceful and loyal people? ,

+

Besides, burials are effected in such « way as to preclude all possibility of
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