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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
31st January 1873.

-

Read the following papers :—
No. 181, From the Officiating President of the Municipal Commission, Comba-

connm, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated
Vallam, 18th December 1872, No. 328.

I have the honour to submit, herewith, for the orders of Government, copies of
the accompanying correspondence between myself and the Commissioners of the
Combaconum Municipality regarding the power of the Deputy Inspector-General,
Indian Medical Department, over medical subordinates placed at the disposal of
Muni .ipalities.

9. The circumstances out of which this reference has arisen are as follow :—
Last October, when the Dengue fever was raging at Tanjore, the Zillah Surgeon
and the Jail Dresser was suddenly taken ill, and there was no one to look after the
hospital and the jail at a time when the amount of sickness was exceptionally
great. Under these circumstances, the Deputy Inspector-General, Indian Medical
Department, at Trichinopoly, directed the Dresser of the Combaconum Dispensary
to proceed at once fo Tanjore and do duty there till Dr, Houston and the Jail
Dresser should recover.

3. The Commissioners of the Combaconum Municipality, in their communi-

; : cations* through the Vice-President,
? L°gg:og::n;8%° 1};;“1'213 esident, dated 25th 3 500ted to this, and represented that the
Letter from the Vice-President, dated 12th Deputy Inspector-General had exceeded
November 1872, No. 140. his powers in thus removing an officer
placed under their control without first consulting their wishes, and intimated that
they would not pass the Dresser’s salary for the period during which they had
peen deprived of his services. They further urged that, under the Proceedings
dated 25th September 1872, No. 1270, the power of the medical authorities in
regard to dispensaries was. confined to purely professional matters, such as the
treatment of disease, and that, consequently, their action in this instance should be
reported to Government for their orders. :

4, Having been personally aware of the circumstances under which the
. j Dresser at Combaconum was directed to
t I.efg-:; {g%‘cgzrgg‘émt’ dated 220d Novem- g, duty at Tanjore,t I represented to the
g Commissioners that it was under
circumstances of the most pressing necessity that the step was taken by the medical
authorities, and that without doubt Government would be pleased to sanction from
Government funds the payment of the salary of the Dresser for the period he was
called away from Combaconum ; further that the Deputy Inspector-General could
not be supposed to have no power whatever in emergencies like the one in question,
of issuing orders to medical subordinates of this class who nevertheless are subject
to the Articles of War and are under his control. I intimated to the Commissioners
that, for these reasons, areference to Government appeared to me unnecessary, and
requested them to reconsider the matter.

5. As the Commissioners, in their third communication, however, insist on

Letter from Vice-President, dated 9th Decem- a reference being made, I SL}bniR the
ber 1872, No. 180. matter to Government for their orders.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

. Slst January 1873.
Referred to the Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department, for his
remarks,
Forr Sr. Groran, (Signed) Ww. HUDLESTON,
Rlst December 1872,

Chief Secretary.

No.182.  From the Inspector-Greneral of Hospitals,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fo

George, 24th January 1873, No. 24.
I have the honour to report

Indian Medical Loapartment,
rt St. George, dated Fort St

he Governor in Qounecil
t S
From the Offciating President, Municipal Com. 1226 1 %ent on the re enclosed corre-

mission, Combaconum, to the Chicf Secretary Spondence for the observations of the
tu Government, No, 328, dated 18th December Deputy Inspector-Ge

1872, and & 1 :
aud five enclosures of the Southern District,

quarters in the usual course of business, Byt in carrying oyt the orders intimation
of the movement ought to have been ‘given by the senior medical offjeep to the
Combaconum Municipality, The orders requiring gych intimation to 1}, given

No. 9366 dated ;3&11 March 1865,

» 8059, | 928th Ag s P 2

209 93 Janzufry 1866, and, on my beeomxng aware that thege

the attention of the Deputy Inspector- :
tions on the subject.

4. On the general question I would observe that, in thig country, where, alike
in peace and in war, sudden and urgent demands oceur, straining the strength of
the Medical Department to its utmost, it will ever happen to be necessary suddenly
to utilize the services of medical officers of Government by detailing them from
places where they are not greatly needed to stations where they are urgently
required. Also the medical officers of the Government of g ranks are Military
medi#al officers, and the emergencies of war might render necessary the instant
recall from ciyil employ of some, or eyen all, of those now lent to the Civil Depart-

dings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
i
oty 31st January 1873.

strict. 1 inion, acted
he senior medical officer in the Soutl_le.r hoities (;nt{l: le:i;oH’OSPital
n.xent; ?nd : gi; relief to Tanjore, where the Civil Surg;"on :Ee Tanjore Hospital
rightly 1: }f ejll faligen ill. and there was no one to look after P dRrit
Assistant bha ) t of sickness was exce reat.
‘e i hen the amount o f tho daily state of
and the jail at a time W istriet being alone aware o
aobi I of a distric £ A e
the Pnnf”pal.Mﬁcil; iilngfi (::d as to who of the medical officers ;3:;1(11 ‘;:;ite]f?: sp
the hospitals in . e b ar Bl et b0 Hi £ arrange for refl‘:s F Givinh.
o emergem}g' ’the medical officers were not military gerva: refuse their assist-
but 5'iva]t§iavzzr:ants of Municipalities, M“ﬂi"ipahtl::nz;u]lipi‘;n ed in Tanjore, for
ut pr f such emergencies as re Tt
b g :chui;:e?:eEZg:and a medical man at once obeys a sudden ca
eyen in priva

y others.
d leaves his ordinary patients at home to be attended to by o

distance, an would in such a case prohibit

i ittee in England that
is no Hospital Committee in e
:cll‘x};:ep;lsysnician from attending to such an emergent ca

Ogpen THEREON, 318t January 1873, No. 150. ith the Acting
3 : in opinion Wi
in Council entirely concurs : ical Department, that
The Gor}r‘er‘i‘o:el:nd the Inspector-General, Indian ?ilzzle prE::nt % st,a e
Collector ;)ft l'mi:cesgary for State purposes, as was tllfe.cae e el
when absolutely ; lent to Municipalities mus Do it
' dical officers len for the inferval. The Deputy
the services of g se relieved of any charge or » T e
Municipalities being of 0;::;6‘01., wrong in not informing thehMu:;lvcilg)us et
Inspector-Geneml W.:'S, and it seems questionable whether on t :aI:'
B N tl;e r:;;iesos;n}l’;nissioners the course adopted was necessary.
mentioned by (True Extract.)

No. 183.

W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department.
)

Board of Revenue. i
P:esidents of all Municipalities.

Accountant-General.

2
”

Exd. J. Wright.
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