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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financral Depariment,
14th October 1873.

No. 119. Read the following letter from J. B. PENNINGTON, Esq., Pres-
idont of the Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly, to the Hon. W.
HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated

-

Trichinopoly, 13th September 1873, No. 65 :—

I have the honour to enclose the report of the mmissioners on the working
of the Trichinopoly Municipality, together with the Auditor’s report and the required
statements in the form annexe 1. 0., No. 1646, dated 28th October 1871, for
the year 1872:73, and to state that the report on the working of the Civil Dispen-

sary will follow,

Report on the Working of the Trich inopoly Municipality for the Year 18

The Commissioners of the Trichinopoly Municipality have the honour to annex the annual
report on its working for the year 1872-73, and also the report of the Auditor, Mr. W. E. Wright,
Treasury Deputy Collector, Trichinopoly, together with the required statements.

The receipts for the year amounted to Rupees 85,295-7-5 (including the
balance), and the disbursements to Rupees 70 013-1-6, leaving a balance of Rupees 5,977-12-1
(as shown in Appendix No. L), of which by far the largest portion falls under the head of ** To
and was collected in full in the months of April and May ; of the -arrears of house-tax, Rupces
514.-8-6 have been collected, and Rupees 232-3-6 have been cancelled as irrecoverable, leaving
a balance of Rupees 331-0-5, part of which will probably have to be cancelled also ; of the arrears
ander the ** Professional-tax,” Rupees 197 have been collected, and of the small balance still due
part will have to be eancelled : so that the total balance now due is about half per cent. on the Budget
Estimate of Rupees 86,000, which is very satisfactory. Rupees 882-2-0 are still on the books as
«¢ O1d Arrears,” of which Rupees 648-8-0 have been cancelled as irrecoverable ; Rupees 10-13-0
have been collected, and the small sum of Rupees 197-5-0 only remains to be disposed of. Bills
to the amount of Rupees 102-11-0 of this are still under inquiry.

Receipls.—There was a difference of Rupees 14,761-13-11 between the actual collections and
the estimate under the Statement I., No. 3. The chicf items in which there is a falling off are
shown in Appendix II. The decrease under Tolls" is attributable to the fact that the Contractors
for Gates 4 and 5 were rumoured to have lost money by the previous contract. The decrease under
“ Fines '’ explains itself ; there has been much less rigour shown in prosecution. The professio
and house taxes s re-assessed during the year and reductions were made.

Under the items shown in Appendix III. there was an increase over the estimate as specified.
The continued popularity of the markets accounts for the bulk of the excess, and is a very satis
tory reason,

Expenditure~The principal expenditure ander Grant I, No. 1-C, has been (as usual) on
account of the moat reclamation scheme, which has absorbed about 11,000 Rupees altogether during
the year. Very great progress has been made in this most important sanitary work, and the
Commissioners are in hopes that next year they may be able to report its completion, The other chief
improvements under this head have been a new tank—which also forms part of the moat reclama-
tion scheme—(Rupees 3,059), new lamps (Rupees 3,084), clock tower (Rupees 2,016), and $he com-
pletion of the new Orriore Market (Rupees 1, 191), s

Repairs.—Rupees 6,624 were spent on repairs, of which Rupees 6,056 went in communi-
cations alone, exclusive of a considerable expenditure (notably in the 2nd Division) for
the improvement of the roads which comes under *‘ New Works."” The very heavy traffic, the
large number of important roads, and the strong winds that prevail in Trichinopoly during the
south-west monsoon render it extremely dificult to keep all the roads in equally good order ; bub
the Commissioners have no hesitation in saying that their general condition is better than it was
Inst year, when they were described as *‘decidedly good.”
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2. The cash balance o e
On the 31st March shown in the municipal book was 8,641 12 11

Of which there was in the Treasury thesum of ... - ... 8,177 8 9
ADLID €ho coshotliont .. voe Looihl v s s - e il ROE D

Total ... 8,641 12 11

3. This balance was compared with ths Treasury balance, and was found to .be 6.Annas 1es§.
The difference was discovered to have arisen from 6 Annas having been less credited in the muni-
cipal books than the amount given in a recent Transfer Advice from the Deputy Collector.

4. The whole of the entries in the cash-book were carefully examined and found to be
properly supported by vouchers. The receipts were also correct, and every item in them had been
brought under the proper head. -

5. Separate registers and collection-books are kept for the several sources of income.
These were compared with the cash-book and the collections found to have been duly entered.

6. 'The whole income for the past year amounts to Rupees 85,295. The chief sources from
which this amount is derived are tolls and house and profession taxes.

7. The total expenditure during the same period was Rupees 79,013, The largest amounts
spent were Rupees 25,635 on sanitary and miscellaneous works, Grant 1. (¢), and Rupees
17,528 on Conservancy, Grant III. (4), or one-half the year's income.

! tstanding balance amounts to -y A
e 5196 12 6
Arrears ... 882 2 0

e —— e e

Total ... 6,078 14 5

——————

Of this balance, Rupees 1,937 are under the head of ‘ Rates on Houses," fx'-l?lx;n v:)hxlch sourc:. 1:1;:
collections were made till September, in conseqnepce of the re-assessment. af: z:haénze ai.fa:ion
tolls is larger, being Rupees 3,833, but this is an 1tem payable by contractors atter xp

of the month. £o1 8

9. In the Statement (IL.-B) the details of the establishfnen.t in thfa Civil Dispensary are not
shown, as the institution was only handed over to the Mu.nicnpahty d_urmg the year \l;l(lell') :e-por(;’
and certain sums were paid to the Treasury Officer, for which no particulars can now be obtained,
as the vouchers have been submitted to the Accountant-General. - :

10. In the bill collectors’ statements certain items.; I obsex:ved remained u.npald for
months. A better plan would have been to deduct the unclam'xcf'l portion and tf’ submit sx'zpfwle—
mental bills from time to time, or, if the President and Comm:smo?lers deem t.hts cm-n-se 1?({:?{
venient, I would suggest a limit of time, say three months, after which all unpaid portions of bills
should be credited to the Municipality. :

11. The Statements 1 to 4, with enclosures, are herewith sent, prepared in accordance
with G.0., No. 1646, dated 28th October 1871.

12. Tt is three years since I last audited the accf)unts of the Municipality, a'.m% I can:ot but
bring to motice the very great improvement made¢ in the office. : The .Com-mlssloners ave :n
oxcellent servant in their Manager, and have had the advantage? of his services in thelsaml-e pos-tt or
gsome years. The office establishment is hardworked and requires an extra l?a‘nd. : tl;e lev; i ;s
entirely due to the tact and management of the above officer that the work is got through and,
it is pleasing to add, done so satisfactorily.

QOTACAMUND, . (Signed) W. E. WRIGHT,
18th August 1873. Deputy Collector.
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5. The only items on account of whicfh the expenditure e.xcesded ‘:;)ha.tt tc;f;i tl;:
previous year were Conservancy and Hosp.lta.ls. No exp¥anat10n is su r:;is to, o
in both cases the outlay was within the estimato. The dcls[?ensary repor e
submitted hereafter. The Government note that the statlstlcal re'turnsﬁs owears
the year was exceptionally unhealthy as com.pared. with the pz:evsou.s ve i{ﬂe ; 0,
but in the present progressive state of the reglstratl.on syste.m, 1t 18 imposs o
draw any conclusion from the figures alone, The stm?ulus g‘lVOR.t(.) n;f)tx:e aceur -
registration by recent orders, and the consequent action of Municipalities, mig

not unnaturally account for more than the whole of the increase shown, and not for
a part only as suggested in the report.

6. The general working of the Agc: throug‘hout tfle
been satisfactory, and calls for no special remark in detail,

(True Extract.)

year appears to have

W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secrelary.

B

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Trichinopoly.
»»  Public Works Department.
»»  Revenue Department,
,»  Board of Revenue.
»»  Accountant-General,
»»  Sanitary Commissioner for Madras.
»»  Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department.
Director of Public Instruction.
: : President of the Local Fund Boards, Trichinopoly.

Exd, J. H. Burns,
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