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Finaxcian DEPARTMENT.

No. 143,

Frou
Tre Hox. W. HUDLESTON,

Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George,

Tue SECRETARY 1o taE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

FiNaNcisL DEPARTMENT.

SIR,
In reply to your Officiating Under Secretary’s letter of 23rd September 1872,
No. 3031, forwarding copy of the Assay Master’s letter, suggesting abolition of the
Bullion Depdt at this Presidency, I am directed to forward copies of letters from
the Chamber of Commerce and the Commissioner of Paper Currency, and to state
that this Government would advocate the retention of the establishment for amother
year, in view to a further trial under less exceptional eircumstances as regards the

trade of the country than existed last year. ey

2. The cost to Government is inconsiderable, and if the exports of Madras
again preponderate over its imports as largely as they have done in past years, the
convenience to merchants of having the means of assay of imported bullion on the
spot might be material to their interests.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Forr St. GEORGE, ;
R9th January 1873, : \ Chief Secretary.

From the Viee-Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 25th October 1872.

I have the honour now, in accordance with the request of the Government
contained in their Order, Financial Department, 4th instant, No, 1339, to offer, on
behalf of the Chamber of Commerce, a few remarks with reference to the Calcutta
Assay Master’s letter of the 30th August, stating that, in his opinion, * the amount
of bullion dealt with” in Madras by the Assay Office during 1871.72 “ was
insignificant,” and ““it hardly seems necessary to continue an establishment which
~ affords no real convenience to the public, and is maintained at a considerable loss

to (xoval ment.”
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1873,

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

From
The Chief Seeretary to Covernment,

Foré 8t. George.
To

The Seeretary to the Qovt, of India,
: Financial Deparimens.
-

Dated 20th January 1873,
Reed,

No, 141,
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