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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
6th January 1873.

No.18.  Read the following letter from the President of +»» Municipal Co 1riis-
sion, Srirungum, to the Chief Secretary to Gove - nt, Fort St. G orge,
dated Srirungum, 7th December 1872, No, 25:—

I have the honour to submit the accompanying extract from the proceedings
of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Srirungum.

2. The Commissioners claim to be exempted from paying the expenses
attending the sanitary arrangements made on the occasion of the annual feasts at
Srirungum, on the ground that the expenditure they take exception to is incurred
for the exclusive benefit of the people arriving from without the limits of the town,
and even from without the district, and that the limited assets of their Manjci.
pality can hardly afford to defray this extraneous charge without detriment to the
most beneficial and important works of improvement, projected as well as in
progress, for the benefit of the taxpayers, x |

3. The reasons assigned by the Commissioners in support of their claim seem
to me to be well-founded, and I beg, accordingly, to commend their application for
the favourable consideration and orders of Government, _ %

4. As the feast begins on the 31st instant, I shall feel obliged by your obtain-
ing and communicating to me the early orders of Government on the subject.

o ——

Extpacr from the Proceedings of the Municipal Commissioners for the Town of Srir
Meeting held on the 22nd Novemhar 1872

* * » *

ungum at a

9. On a reference to the detailed accounts of expenditure incurred during the last three years
on account of the sanitary and medical arrangements made on the oceasion of the annual feast at
: Srirungum, the Commissioners

. observe that g ) eX~
Ttems of Expenditure. In 1869. | MINE| TsdagL. AR i gy
A penditure incurred is, as shown in -
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Ront of the ground taken up for | R e a.large number of temporary lat-
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Total .| 665 610| 600 10 10| 0568 8 P bl
Deduct sale proceeds of materials., | 45 0 © l 70 0 00 96 0O ‘_0‘ ::‘Indm; .wd.that no portion of
Net oxpenditnre . i o i iuj 510 | !‘ss?m 10 fsia‘ 3 i ;:k?l: a.lli lllla::e?iu:oo?m::-{; »f ::1::
B : condition of the taxpayers, whose
requirements are as amply provided for as the means at the disposal of the Commissioners would
permit. The Commissioners doubt, therefore, whether the expenses in question constitute a legiti-
mate charge on their limited municipal funds :— -

(a.) The Commissioners do not, for a moment, mean to ignore or violate the rules of hospi-
tality towards their pilgrim visitors, but they only doubt whether, with an enormous seale of projects
before them for the drainage and conservancy of the town; and with (comparatively) very limited
means to proyide for them, they can at all afford to bear this extraneous charge.

(b.) Intheir Proceedings, dated the 1st Novemher 1871, the Commissioners promised to bear
the expenses of the festival from the current year, but, on reconsideration, are of opinion that the
offer was premature, and that the town cannot justly be cha
expenditure.
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