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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

29th January 1873.
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No. 168. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th
January 1873, No, 63 :—

Read the following letter from H. 8. THOMAS, Esq., President of the Local
Fund Board, Canara Circle, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Mangalore, 6th December 1872, No. 561 :—

Ar the request of Mr. E. H. Pringle, the Assistant Engineer in charge of
Mangalore Range, and a Member of this Board, I have the honour to submit, for
the orders of the Board of Revenue and Government, copies of the marginally
» Dated 7th November 1872, No. 652. noted letter* from him and of the reso-

lutionst of this Board thereon, together
Tilwed i 200 Svenber 512 with the minute of the Presiding Mem-
ber at the first meeting.

9. The Board that agreed with Mr. Pringle was a Special Board. The
Board that cancelled that resolution a General Board which as such is competent
to confirm or annul the proceedings of the previous meeting.

3. The question is whether the President and Vice-President are competent
to call special meetings when necessary. The general meeting of the Board held
that these were competent to do so at their discretion; that Section 18 of Act
IV. of 1871 empowered them; that the rules drawn up by Government with
reference to Sections 24 ef. seq., had no reference to Section 18, and that it
was obvious thev conld not affect Sectiox 18 as ex order of Gorornment conld
not overrule a wloar enactment; that the Government rules also admitted this -
and aimed at giving offect to not over-riding the Act. B

4. The Board held-also that it was very necessary that this discretl?n in the
calling of special meetings should vest in the President ar'ld Vlce-Pres1de:,nt for
the discharge of emergent business. In any case the working of the Act is suffi-"
ciently cumbersome. In the case of emergencies, it would come to a dead lock
but for Section 18 being read as the general meeting read it.

5 Presuming that a week’s notice must in all cases be given and published
in the District Gazette as held by Mr. Pringle, and remembe.ring that tlfe D.is-
i oy . published fortnightly, three ereks delay will thus ordinarily
occur, and including the time occupied in setting up type, not m.uch sho.rt of a
month may intervene before orders can be passec% on a matter which requires an
immediate reply, as did the reference in the case in point on the representation of
the Tahsildar. Had his report been left unreplied to for a m.ont.h or even half
that time, the subject of it would have reached a stage past the issuing of orde.rs.

6. The argument used by Mr. Pringle that t?w power of. callmg' Bpe(‘.l.a].g
meotings at discretion might be abused b'y the President .and Vice-President is,
I think, beside the question. It will be time enough to inform the Government

it i d.
Wl:er'lr,lt lilzszj:hile the question is whether or not that power is by Section 18

vested in the President and Vice-President. :
8. The Board in general meeting have settled the question in the affirma-

tive.
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