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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30th September 18783.
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Read the following papers :—

No. 210, From W. 8. FOSTER, Esq., President of the Local Fund Boards,
Godavery Distriet, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort 8t. George, dated Cocanada, 29th August 1873, No. 2.

In June last the Cocanada Local Fund Board, on the motion of the District
Engineer, resolved that it was necessary to appoint additional Overseers to super-
intend the Local Fund works, and also to increase their travelling allowance.

2. This resolution was shortly afterwards followed by a similar resolution of
the Ellore Circle Board.

3. After this, the District Enginecer asked me to allow the extra Overseers to
be appointed pending sanction of Government., This I did not feel inclined to do,
but I sent a telegram to the Board of Revenue asking if they would allow me to
do so. This telegram, I have since found out, miscarried. However, at the
Local Fund Meeting in Augnst, Iinformed the Local Fund Board what I had done,
and informed them I had \received no reply to my telegram ; they thereupon
passed the following resolution :—

““ The Local Fund Board, Cocanada Circle, request the President will be good
enough to submit their resolution of the 10th June 1873, for an increase to the
number of Overseers, for the immediate consideration and orders of Government.
A very large number of estimates have been sanctioned, and the funds of the district
are amply sufficient to provide it with excellent roads in a few years; but experience
has shown that, with the limited establishment now sanctioned for each range, no

sufficient progress can be made, and as it is of the first importance every endeavour
should be made to utilize the funds available in each year as much as possible, the
Board are most desirous to strengthen the establishment at once. The usual course
of reference through the Board of Revenue creates $0 much delay that a working
season is lost before the funds can be used. The Local Fund Board trust the
Government will, under the peculiar circumstances of the case, be pleased- to
consider the matter at once, and sanction their resolution for immediate adoption.”
Resolution of 10th of June 1873—

‘“ Paragraph 2. On the motion of the District Engineer the Local Fund
Board propose that, as a temporary measure, one Overseer more be appointed in
the Rajahmundry Range, and one in the Eastern Delta Range.

“ Paragraph 5. Resolved that the Government be re‘quested to sanction an
increase of Rupees 15 to the travelling allowance of the Local Fund Overseers.”

" 4. I have now received the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
August 6th, 1873, No. 4933, in which they say they cannot endorse the Circle
Board’s proposal to raise the travelling allowance of the Overseers, and on the point
of increasing the number of Overseers they desire a report about the Imperial
Fund Overseers whether they do look over the Local F und works. On this point
* 16th August 1873, No. 1565, I forward a letter* from the Distri ct
Engineer, in which he says that the

Imperial Fund Overseers are already overworked with the work they have to get
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done from Imperial Funds, and that it is impossible for them to look after the road
work as well,

9. I would, therefore, ask Government to allow the Local Fund Boards to
employ additional Overseers, and to raise the rates of their travelling allowance.

6. In the Cocanada Circle there are three Local Fund Overseers; now no
work can go on properly without constant inspection by the Overseers; the road
and tank works to be done in the year may be put down at present at about thirty-
four, twenty-four different road works, and ten sanitary and miscellaneous. The
road repairs extend over 250 miles, and the new roads we may take as sixty or
seventy miles. I am thoroughly convinced that this work cannot be inspected
properly by three Overseers.

7. If then, the Local Fund Board wish to press on the different works, they
must go on without proper inspeetion, which amounts to saying they must be
done, so that they will all fall to ruin, and require to be entirely renewed in a
very few years. It is not really extra expense that is required ; the establishment
(small as it is) sanctioned by Government had reference to the yearly income of
the Local Fund Board ; we wish to be spending the balance of the Road Fund, and
we, therefore, wish to spend a part of it in taking care that the rest is properly
utilized.

8. Itis a matter of great importance that we should utilize the funds at
our disposal ; and, while I am urging the necessity for this, I cannot help pointing
out to Government that the present is a case which shows that there may be incon-
venience in sending on so many small things for sanction, and I would ask Govern-
ment to reconsider their Order, dated 24th July 1873, Financial Department,
No. 1053. :

9. lam sure that Government will see that delay must occur when the
Board of Revenue have not time to read till the 6th of August a letter sent by
me on the 14th of June.

10. I might mention that perhaps Government may be able to allow some
more Overseers from the amount given by the Local Fund Boards to the Provin-
cial or Imperial Funds for supervision.

11. The estimated expenditure is as follows for the whole district :(—

RS.

Tmparial ie 50T 000 Do Dol lpp el T O R g oy
Provincial 57,550
Local Bomd- " o S o v gl w S e RN DS
Total salaries of District Engineer, Engineers, Super-

visors, Overseers, and the office establishments, but

not including travelling allowance and military

BLHORANOED SRyt lgy v b e S e L D 81,744
Cost of general supervision in the Local Fund Budget ... 66,080

Remainder to be paid from Imperial and Provincial Funds. 15,664

So I think Government might give us a few more Overseers out of the amount
contributed for general supervision.

—

S
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Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, Tiated 6th August 1873, No. 4933 (Miscellaneous).

Read letters from the President, Local Fund Boards, Godavery District, dated 14th June and
15th July 1873, Nos. 43, 44, and 59.

In the first of the foregoing letters, the Cocanada Circle Board request that the sanction of
Government may be obtained to raise the Local Fund Oversecrs’ travelling allowance from Rupees
15 to Rupees 30 a-month, because the present rate is hardly sufficient for road expenses.

2. In the second letter the Cocanada Circle Board, at the instance of the District Engineer,
propose to entertain, as a temporary measure, two additional Overseers, as it is found quite
impossible to proceed with the numerous sanctioned Local Fund works.

3. In the third letter, the Ellore Circle Board propose that three additional Overseers may
be appointed to push on with the Local Fund works, and that the travelling allowance to the
Overseers may be increased from Rupees 15 to Rupees 30 a-month.

4. There are at present five Overseers and twelve Maistries employed in the district as

follows : —
3 Oversecers.

6 Maistries.
Ellore b 2 Overseers.
6 Maistries.

5. In the original scheme sanctioned by Government there were two Maistries allowed for
each Local Fund Overseer, but in the Ellor®
Circle the number of Maistries is in excess by
two, whose entertainment was sanctioned in G.O., Financial Department, 26th August 1872,
No. 1132, in consideration of the importance of the several roads then in execution in th_e circle,

6. The present application is for five more Overseers—two for the Cocanada Circle, and
three for the Ellore Circle. This multiplication of the number of Overseers leads t.he Board fo
suppose that the Talug Overseers who have had charge of imperial. roads. are to be relieved of this
portion of their duty, which, it is believed, is contrary to the intention of. Government. The
President will, in communication with the District Engineer, report on this point.

7 The Board cannot endorse the Circle Board’s proposal to raise the travelling allowance
of Local Fund Overseers, as the present rate was fixed after mature and deliberate consid?ration,
as will be seen from paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Board's Proceedings, dated the 27th April 1869,

s No. 2840. The Board are still of opinion that
Circenlated with Board’s Proceedings, dated 10th Aumgust g Annas a-day, or 15 Rupees a-month, ought
s to be sufficient to maintain a horse, and this will

Cocanada Circle

(.0., dated 21st April 1858, No. 1050, Eev, Dept.

enable an Overseer to move daily or frequently to greater distances than he ean travel on foot.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. GROSE,
Necretary.

From Licutenant-Colonel J. F. FISCHER, R.E., District Engineer, Godavery District, to W. S.
FOSTER, Esq., President of the Local Fund Boards, Godavery District, dated Dowlaish-
weram, 16th August 1873, No. 1565.

Adverting to paragraph 6 of the Revenue Board's Proccedings, No. 4933, dated the 6th
August 1873, I have the honour to observe that in the Delta Talugs the Imperial Fund Overseers
can?wt look after the roads as calculated upon by the Board, for, with the large works now in
progress from Loan Funds, they have more to do than they can properly a,t!:end to, and this the
Chief Engineer for Irrigation has frequently represented to the Government ; in the dry talugs the
areas are very large, and the climate very feverish and unhealthy ; one Ov?rseer for eac.h ?ange 18
gimply uscless, as in the event of his getting sick there is no one to take his place, and it is worse
than mischievous to expect Imperial Fund Overseers to be made use for any or all sorts of work
when they have too much to do already ; the Board appear to consider these men have nothing to do
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but to assist Local Fund Overseers when an opportunity oceurs, as if there were no such thing as
irrigation works to attend to, Civil and Military buildings, Police, Post, and Telegraph Department
Works, Port Funds, &c., besides the roads of the district which have been so utterly neglected
that the country is little better provided now than it was half a cenfury ago.

2. Our funds are large, and so are the wants of the district for means of proper communica-
tions ; it is, therefore, true cconomy and policy to supply the latter as soon as possible, so that the
1 taxation by which the former is raised may be reduced the sooner and the country burdened as
i =3 little as need be ; and this the Government have already directed should be attended to. In order,
therefore, to carry out these wishes and instructions of Govern‘mett, I urged both Boards of this
district to pass the resolutions which the Revenue Board now disapprove of, without one thought
or any indication whatever as to how the wants of the distriet are to be be8t and expeditiously
provided for, but they simply endeavour to set aside the deliberate decision of the Local Fund
Boards by saying things had better go on as heretofore and no change is advisable in the face of
our large cash balances, the inability to utilize these within the year by the scale of establishment
now allowed, and the distinct orders of Government that this state of affairs should be attended to
by the Local Fund Boards and measures adopted to remedy them. v

3. In conclusion, I have only to observe that this is the fifth month of the official year, and
we have not yet received the printed Local Fund Budgets, and as it takes the Revenue Board
from two to three months to pass on any resolutions of the Local Fund Boards to Government, the
machinery for work is about as cumbersome as it well can be, and the people have reason enough
to complain that they pay for work during two or three years which could easily be done in offe
season but for the delays the existing arrangements create.

.

Referred to the Chief Engineer for his remarks.

OOTACAMUND, (Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,
10¢% September 1873. Chief Seeretary.
No. 350,
No. 211. NOTE.

The Chief Engineer has the honour to state that the extra expenditure
involved by the proposal of the Local Fund Boards is so moderate, and the need of
extra subordinate assistance so great in the rich but badly-roaded Delta Districts, that
he cannot but think the number of Local Fund Overseers should be permanently
raised to an equality with that of the Imperial Overseers, viz., ten ; single or double
horse allowance passed to them at the discretion of the Range Officer under whom
they may be working.

2. The cost of five additional Overseers, including single horse allowance, is
5 X 75 x 12 = Rupees 4,500, and the additional cost of giving all ten Overseers
double horse allowance would be 10 X15 X 12 = Rupees 1,800, making a total increase
of Rupees 6,300 to the present allotment of Rupees 7,860 for Petty Establishment.

(Signed)  G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R.E.,
Chicf Engineer, P.W.D.

O0TACAMUND,
11¢k September 1873.

No. 212. OrpER THEREON, 30th September 1873, No. 1394.

As an exceptional case, the Governor in Council sanctions the proposed
addition to the strength of the Local Funds' Establishment in the Godavery District,

Procéec_lings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
! 30th Seplember 1873,

5 : and the discretional grant of double horse allowance to the Overseers where
E, ' necessary. '
K < 2. The charge will be borne by the Local Funds. ~
P 3. The question of charge to these funds on account of Imperial Establish-
" mentin Pablic Works Department is under the consideration of Government, but
~ cannot be dealt with in reforence to the results in a single district only.
T - (True Extract.)

W. HUDLESTON,
Cliaef Secretary,

To the Board of Revenue.
,, Public Works Department.
,» Accountant-General,
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