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~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20th Seplember 1873.

No. 133. Read the following letter from E. B. POWELL, Esq., m.4.,c.8.1.,
Director of Public Instruction, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 24th J uly 1873,
No. 1548 :—

In G. 0., Financial Department, No. 1655, of 10th December 1872, a teport
was called for “ on the general quesiion of the éffect of results’ grants in inducing
the discontinuance of school fees.” The Inspectors of Schools, after consulting
their most experienced Deputies, have now expressed the following views upon the
subject. _

2. Mr. Bowers believes that a reduction has taken place in the fees formerl y
paid to the teachers of indigenous schools, as will be seen from the following extract
from a letter; his Deputies also hold the same view:  There is thus a general
agreement of opinion among the Deputy Inspectors that the masters in nearly all
cases get less than they did, and, in some cases, nothing beyond the grant. My
own belief that such is the case rests upon what I have gathered from them, from
the Inspecting Schoolmasters, and from the masters in Government and aided schools,
The latter have often complained of the effect of the result system schools in
drawing away their scholars, as in those schools they would have very small or no
fees to pay. Itis very hard to learn the actual state of things when there exists
any inducement to misrepresentation. I believe that @ priori reasoning on the
propensities and habits of the primitive Hindoo will conduct to a very trustworthy
conclusion. We know that that individual will not pay any demand which he
thinks he can avoid paying; that he will not part with an anna which he can
possibly keep; and that he will take every anna he can possibly lay claim to. On
these principles it is easy to foresee that the people, learning that the master receives
money from Government for teaching their children, will be quite ready to believe
that the Government has, with paternal liberality, satisfied the schoolmaster’s
demands ; that, therefore, the parents are no longer liable. On the other hand, the
- schoolmasters, calculating that it is more advantageous to teach a good many boys
without fees and secure a large grant than to teach a few boys who pay small fees
and receive no grant, or a very trifling one, will be unwilling to drive away boys
from their schools who represent Rupees 3 or Rupees 4 at the next examination for
grants, especially if there has been expended nearly a year’s labour in making
them thus profitable. As these conclusions coincide with so much as we can gather
from experience, I think we are quite safe in believing that, when the school-
masters complain of the loss of their fees, they are near speaking the truth. Having
begun to suspect that the truth may militate against their interests they will try to
conceal it ; hence their statements about the payment of fees by almost every boy
in their schools have to be received with caution.” :

3. Mr. Fortey doubts if the fees have been reduced except in a few cases; at
the same time the language of two of his Deputies implies their belief that a reduc-
tion has occurred.

4. Mr. Fowler thinks that little or no change has been made as regards the
presents given to teachers on festivals and at particular stages of a child’s education.
The statement of his Deputies seem to point to a reduction.

5. Mr. Bradshaw says that in his division the effect of result grants in

reducing fees is very general. The effect, too, is not confined to a mere reduction
of the fees ; in some cases the fees are discontinued altogether, while in others the
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