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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11¢h September 1873.

T e R et el e

No. 47. Read the following letter from Co]m_:el T. C. LONGCROF 4 Deputy
Adjutant-General, to Colonel A. C. SILVER, Secretary to Government,
Military Department, Fort St. George, dated Fort St George, 4th
September 1873, No. 413 :— .

I have the honour, by order of the Comn1a11d€'r~in-Chief, to forward, for
submission to Government, a memorial from Deputy Surgeon-General W.
Johnston, M.p., Indian Medical Department, appealing against the  Profession-
tax " levied by the Trichinopoly Municipality.

2. The Commander-in-Chief is of opinion that, as the law now stands, exemp-
tion cannot be elaimed. *

3. The decision of Government on the case of Major Monckton, Royal
Artillery, in its Proceedings dated 12th March 1873, No. 341, would apparently
govern the claim now submitted.

——

From Deputy Surgeon-General J. I. RANKING, Acting Surgeon-General, Indian Medieal
Department (through the Adjutant-General), to Colonel A. C. SILVER, Secretary to
Government, Military Department, Fort St. George, dated Fort St. George, 2nd
September 1873, No. 324.

I have the honour to submit, for the consideration and orders of Government, a memorial
from Deputy Surgeon-General Johnston, .p., against the Profession-tax levied by the Trichino-
poly Municipality.

2. Twould solicit attention to my letter, No. 5086, of 12th "August, to Dr. Johnston's
address, and his reply thereto.

B

To
His Exc. Tee Riear Hox. VERE HENRY HOBART LORD HOBART,

& Governor and President in Council, Fort St. George.
The Memorial of Deputy Surgeon-General W.
JOHNSTON, w.p., L.e.C.8.E., Indian Medical
Department, Southern District, Malabar and
Canara.

Housry Smowern,—That your memorialist is a Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons,
Edinburgh, whose diploma he holds and, by virtue of which, through a Royal Charter, long ago
granted to the said College, he has been empowered to practise his profession as a Surgeon in
any part of Her Majesty’s Dominions without let or hinderance.

2. That your memorialist, while thus practising his profession, as in the preamble above set
forth, has been peremptorily required, by the President of the Trichinopoly Municipal Commission,
to pay a tax entitled ** Tax on professions, trades, or callings, ”’ &c., for permission to practise his

said profession.

3. That your memorialist, whilst, as in duty bound, he has shown his submission to law by
paying this tax, is notwithstanding not the less assured of its inequitable incidence in his regard,
infringing, as it does, on the privileges which are the main provisions of his diploma, and which
are not, your memorialist humbly submits, to be thus set aside under the operation of an ex post
Jfacto law, which at the same time infringes on the Royal Chartered rights of his College.
Because, your memorialist respectfully submits, that, with the license to practice his profession,
which his diploma secures to him, he cannot lawfully be required to obtain another license, such
as this *“ Professional tax' demands of him.

4. That your memorialist prays your Excellency will be pleased to consider his case that Le
may be relieved from the payment of this Professional tax ; and, further, that it may be so ruled
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that a refund of all moneys formerly paid by your memorialist on account of this tax may be made
to him, : -

For which your memorialist will ever pray.

TricuiNorsLY, (Signed)

WILLIAM JOHNSTON, M.D., L.R.C.S.E.,
5tk August 1873.

Dy. Burgeon-General, Indian Medl. Dept.,
Southern District, Malabar and Canara.
From Surgeon-Major G. BIDIE, .3, Secretary to the Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Depz}rt- >
ment, to Deputy Surgeon-General W. JOHNSTON, M.D., L.R.c.8.B., Indian Med’“:
Department, Southern District, Malabar and Canara, dated Fort St. George, 12th Augus
1873, No. 5088,

T am desired by the Sur;eon-General to reply to your No. 3110 of 5th instant, transm.xttmg
a memorial praying for exemption from the Profession-tax lovied by the Municipal Commi&‘{wne"
at Trichinopoly, and to point out to you that the tax would appear to be levied under Section 58
and Schedule B of Act No, IIL of 1871. Now Clause 2 of Schedule B provides for the tax
being levied upon *¢ every Civil and Military Officer under Government whose pay or salary

amounts to Rupees 1,500 a-month or upwards.” The Surgeon-General apprehends that the tax
you complain of is levied under this rule, is in fa :

tax, and is in no way affected by your possessing
from any University or College.

2. If the tax has been levied upon you under Clause 3, Schedule B, as a ** Practising

Surgeon or Physician,” the Surgeon-General considers that you would be exempt, inasmuc?x as that
you are debarred by your rank and Position, ag gn administrative officer, from practising your

profession, but it would be competent to tho Commissioners o a3ssess you at a higher rate under
the second heading of Clause 2.

3. The Surgeon-General,
are clearly liable to the tay *¢
Act No. ITI. of 1871, and
Government,

therefore, desires me to say that as the law at present stands YO‘;
on arts, professions, trades, and callings”’ under paragraph _58 2
that there are ng grounds for a reference of your memorial to

——

L.R.C.8.8, Indian Medical Department,

: » 10 Surgeon-Major G, BIDIE, w.s., Secretary
to the Surgeon-General, Indian Medical Department, dageq Trichinopoly, 18th August

In reply to your letter, No. 5086, of 12th instant, in which are indieated the Surgeon-General's
yiews and opinions on my memorial in which I deprecate the exaction of the tax entitled ‘¢ Tax
on arts, professions, trades, or callings,” T 1 b

the honour to observe—
1st.—With reference ¢
view of the case is, I submit scarcely ten

PMe-taX Was in_existence, I is, therefore, extremely

A : oIre to levy two taxes precigely of the same nature—two

Income-taxes coincidently with each of ” ming, for g moment, it to be an ** Income-tax,”

its existence as such was te.rminated in March 1872, which Saw the abrogation of the Income-tax.

2nd.—In My view it makes no differenge under what Schedule this Profession-tax i8
levied since, as I believe, I am pro inst its operation,

Seol—oL bave, thorsfurei e "e4uest that my memorig] ™3y be duly submitted to the notice

¢ Governor in Couneil,
Transferred, with the letter from the Surgeon-Genem] Indian Medical
Department, and its enclosures, to the Financial De rtment, ;
OoTACAMUND, (Signed) 4, C. SILVER, Colonel,
8th September 1873, Secy. to Gopt,, Mily. Dept,

.
| SE——
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No. 48, OrpER THEREON, 11th September 1873, No, 1286.

Dr. Johnston will be informed that he is legally liable to the municipal 'tax
in question, and that even if the Goovernment had power to grant the exemption
soquht whi’ch they have not, they see no reason why a Government official in his

’

ek d.
position should be exempte (True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Military Department.

Exd. J. Wright,
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OFFICE OF DEPUTY INSPECTOR GENERAL, I M.D,
SOUTHERN DISTRICT MALABAR AND CANARA,

Tric?vinopoly/,,/ap W; :

From
The Deputy L General, Indian Medical Department,

Southern District Malabar and Canara,

To
The
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