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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,

30th August 1873.

Read the following papers :(—

From Major the Hon. E. R. BOURKE, Postmaster-General, to ti
Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to. Government, Fort S
Georee. dated Ootacamund, 28tk July 1873, No. 416.

e,
In reply to your Official Memorandum, No. 203, of 11th July 1873, Ibegt
that the existing arrangements for the Mail Service between Bombay an:
Madras are, by reason of the break at the Kistna River, only of a femporary nature

9 At the end of these rains the diversion across the bed of the Kistna wil

again be in working order, and before the commencemept of the next rain:
the Kistna Bridge, I believe, will be finished, and the whole line from Madras tc

Bombay be },wr.umncn'.l\" completed.

3. I will, therefore, refer to the arrangements that existed when the diversion
was working during the last hot season, which may be fairlv taken to illustrate
what description of service the Great [ndian Peninsula Rails authorities were

disposed to give.

4 The Madras Mails left Bombay at 2-30 p.M. and reached Raichore at
2-15 p.M. next day, accomplishing the distance of 4421 miles in twenty-three
hours and three-quarters, the speed attained over the Great Indian Peninsula
Railway being about 185 miles an hour including stoppages.

5 The remaining distance from Raichore to Madras, 350} miles, was accom-
plished in eichteen hours and twenty-five minutes, or at a speed of ab(‘)ut twenty
miles per hour including stoppages. It will, therefore, be seen that the speed
on the Great Indian Peninsula line, the lengthiest portion by ninety-two miles, was
considerably below that attained on the Madras line, but neither were fally up to
the standard of twenty miles per hour.

6. On the journey from Madras to Bombay while the rate over the Madras
line was a little improved that on the Great Indian Peninsula wasslower. If the
stoppages of three-quarters of an hour at Raichore be taken into the calculation, of
course the speed on both lines will be still further reduced ; lately the hour for
starting from Bombay has been fixed at 2 p.m. instead of 2-30 p.»., which is disad-
vantageous to the Madras Mails.

7. As respects the special arrangements to pre ent the Overland Mail being
detained at Bombay, and to catch up the ordinary train when the mails are landed
too late to be forwarded by the daily mail tra the Government of India has
sanctioned the employment of a spe .ial to run as far as Kurghut, only on occasions
when it can catch the ordinary train. These arrangements for this cial service
have been the subject of considerable correspondence, a difference of opinion
having existed between the Great Indian Peninsula Railway authorities and
mvself as to hours ! oth the ordinary mail train and spucinl should start, and the
rate of speed the latter should travel so as to catech the mail. I consider that no
final decision has as yet been arrived at, as I am very averse to an 1 ]
measure which would resultin a final arrangement whereby the Madras Ove

Mails would be henceforth always liable to serious and considerable delays ¢
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30th August 1873.

From F. R. HOGG, Esq., Officiating Director-General of the Post Office of India, to the Post-
master-General, Bombay, dated Simla, 16th May 1873, No. 778.

In reply to your endorsement, No. 353, dated 30th April, I beg to convey my sanction to the
arrangement stated by you to be the best that can be made in connexion with the despatech of a
special train with the inward Overland Mail for Madras.

2. That arrangement consists in the despatch of a special up to 3-30 p.m., when the Company
will undertake to overtake the ordinary traiv before its departure from Kurghut.

No. 779.
Copy forwarded to the Postmaster-General, Madras.
Siyra, (Signed) E. R. DOUGLAS,
16tk May 1873. For Ofy. Director-General of the Post Office of India.

Exreact from a letter from the Postmaster-General, Bombay, to Postmaster, Bombay.

On the South-East Line the express train should not be ordered unless the mails ean be
put in the train by 3-15 p.u. The time at present fixed is 3-30 p.ax., but as the through
train will start at 2 p.x. on and after the 11th instant, the time for starting the express is fixed
as above.

The hours above referred to are by Madras time.

No. 8823.
Copy of extract to Postmaster-General, Madras.

BouBAY, (Signed) GUNPUT RAO,
9th June 1873. For Offg. Postmaster-General.

MEeworaNDUM,
Madras Time.

Time of starting of the Raichore Train, South-East Line ... ... ... 2 p.x.
v TRV TR SR Ml LT T 441, .
h. m.
,» occupied in transit St e e DR i SRCEE o s T s g g
»» Tequired in transit by express train at the rate of twenty-eight
L g T e SR e R G e N R Rt S T

2. If the express train starts later than the ordinary one by 1%. 15m., i.e., at 3-15 p.x.,
the ordinary mail train to be detained at Kurghut until the arrival of the special.

3. A special train is to be employed when the last batch of Overland mail bags arrives in
office between 1-45 and 3 p.u.

4. When the lasi batch of Overland mail bags arrives in office after 8 p.M. and 1-45 p,u. the
next day, the mails are to be sent by the ordinary train of 2 r.x., attaching to it one of the
special carriages.

5. When the North-East Express Train starts not later than 2-45 .M., the mail of the
South-East Line to be also despatched by it and transferred to the ordinary train at Cullian, where
it will be detained for the special. On such occasions the two Post Office Sorting Carriages are
to be attached to the North-East Line special.

(Signed) C. A. STUART,
Postmaster,

N.B.—The hours above mentioned are according to Madras Time.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30th August 1873.

No. 9583,

Copy forwarded to Postmaster-General, Bombay, for approval with reference to docket,
No. 9705, dated 24th June 1873.

Bougay, (Signed) C. A. STUART,
2nd July 1873. Postmaster.

——

No. 10256,
Copy forwarded to the Postmaster-General, Madras, for information.

(Signed) J. MacFARLAN,
4th July 1873. Offg. Postmaster-General.

No. 225. From Major the Hon. E. R. BOURKE, Postmaster-General, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Ootacamund,
11th August 1873, No. 246—1725,

In continuation of my letter on the subject of Overland Mail Service between
Bombay and Madras, I beg to enclose you a copy of a letter from the Postmaster,
Bombay, from which it will be seen that there is no practicable difficulty in
carrying out the suggestions therein contained.

From C. A. STUART, Esq., Postmaster, Bombay, to the Postmaster-General, Bombay, dated 23rd
July 1873, No. 10736.

With reference to his No. 10059, dated 1st instant, begs to inform that, on the 5th June last,

~ the special train with the overland mail had started from Bombay at 4-30 ».M. and reached

Kurghut at 6-30 p.u.
2. The ordinary train on that day was not detained at Kullian.

No. 226. To the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bowmbay, dated Oota-
camund, 30th August 1873, No. 1236.

I am directed to forward the accompanying copy of a letter* from the Honour-

* Dated 28th July 1873, No. 416, able .Major 'Bourke, Postmaster-General

of this Presidency, and to request that

the proposals contained in it may receive the most attentive consideration of His

Excellency the Governor in Council, as they are calculated very materially to
promote the interests of the public in this Presidency.

2. The proposals are in effect—

1s2.—That the regular train from Bombay to Raichore shall leave Bombay at

3 P.M. and travel at the rate of twenty miles an hour, including stoppages, being
the rate actually attained on the North-West Branch of the Madras Railway.

2nd.—That the special train allowed for the Overland Mails, when too late

for the ordinary train, shall leave Bombay up to 5-10 p.u. ; shall travel at the rate

of forty-five miles an hour ; and shall run to Lonowles at the top of the Bhore

Ghaut instead of only to Kurghut at its foot. This special train, consisting of only

engine and brake-van, would be very light, and only one stoppage would be neces-

sary between Bombay and Kurghut or Lonowlee. It could ascend the ghaut much

more speedily than the ordinary heavy train, and the time allowed to this last for
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