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No. 156. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th
January 1873, No. 58 :—

Read the following letter from A, WEDDERBURN, Esq., President of the Local
Fund Board, Coimbatore, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated 9th December 1872, No. 50 :—

Wit reference to the Proceedings, Madras Government, Financial Depart-
ment, and Proceedings, Board of Revenue, 12th November 1872, No. 2,190,
informing that *the manner in which the Budget allotments for sanitary pur-
poses are to be expended should be determined in detail, and a report on the
subject submitted to the Board ;' and with reference to the suggestions of the
Sanitary Commissioner, who points out that the three chief conservancy works
are to be—first, making masonry wells for caste people and out-castes, and cleaning
out once a year; second, enlarging or improving village sites by keeping down
prickly-pear which is to be kept down by responsibility of the headman ; and third,
establishment to be provided for scavenging villages; 1 have the honour to state
that a certain Talugwar allotment is made for sanitary purposes for improve-
ment of water supply, or for drainage and consequent cleanliness and health.

2. The available amount at command of the Local Fund Board for sanction
out of the one-third Anna levied for all purposes, except roads, from the agricultural
population, will not admit of providing masonry wells, which, moreover, in rocky
goils, are unnecessary, of maintainiuyg scuwvengiug cstabiisimcnt; v of aonual
clearance of prickly-pear, which whenever cleared off and not supplanted by
cultivation, grows with greater luxuriance next year—neither can an ill-paid village
officer be made responsible for the expense of clearing such vegetation. A
masonry well would in most cases cost Rupees 500, and swallow up the whole of
the taluq allotment, which is Rupees 500. The expense of a scavenger at 3
Rupees a month for each of, say, 150 villages in a taluq, 36 x 150 = 5,400 ; one
would not suffice except for small villages. The eradication of prickly-pear is a
costly operation, probably Rupees 50 an acre, and the amfmnt (Rupees 500 per
taluq) would not, besides being ineffectual, suff'icc? for five villages.

3, The proposals of the Sanitary Commissioner are therefore unsuited to
the accomplishment of the objects in view. In paragraph 6 he does not appear
to be aware of what is being done in reference? to the clearance of excessive
village site over-grown by prickly-pear. In thlS. distriet- la'rge tracts formerly
over-Zrown with prickly-pear are now covered with flourishing crops, a process
now going on for years. .

4. When village sites become too small for .the convenience of. the people,
applications are made and granted for the occupation of fresh land ; in some f.ew
cases ryots have lived on their putta Iandsz, but in general they prefer to live
in a village, and this cannot be interfered Wlth.' I would thef‘efore suggfast that
the Local Boards be nob hampered in thei.r disposal of'samtary quz?stlcfns by
having to make estimates of impossible lzequu'ements. : It is by grants-in-aid and
not by estimates that they can hope to aid local exe?tlons. i .

5. The local officials are directed to inspect villages, get their inhabitants
to clean them up, and when necessary an application is submitted to the Local

Fund Board, who when satisfied of its propriety at once sanction it.
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6. The local officials are directed to inspect villages, get their irithabitants
to elean them up, and when necessary an application is s ubmitted to the Local

E Fund Board, who when satisfied of its“propriety at once sanction it,

A '~ 6. Todelay a budget till an indpossible estimate of making wells, clearing
3 prickly-pear, or scavenging establisiment for every village, were made, would
not tend to any good, and it is to beggpesl that the Local Board will be allowed
] to use its own experience in disposing &f the sanitary improvements, possible and

9 practicable, with the funds at its command, .0
” - M= Woooscsuss has completely misunderstood the object of the letters and.
orders which he quotes. i ety et ’ Fis
" 2. The Local Fund Board has fall scbpe'fégliﬁ;‘e exercise of its discretion,
B and no delay of budgets until impossible ¢ " ’Bave* been prepared has been
. “ordered. 1 . b NG o
il 8, The explanations in paragraphs 4 and 5 are satisfactory. a
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