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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
' 27th August 1873.
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No. 187. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
6th August 1873, No. 1506 :—

Read the following letter from W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., President of the
Local Fund Boards, North Arcot, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Chittoor, 1st July 1873, No. 379 :—

¢

I uave the honour, with reference to paragraph 12 of the Order of Government
in the Public Department, dated 28th April 1871, No. 563, to forward, herewith, for
submission to Government, copy of a report drawn up by my Assistant, Mr, Cox,
on the actual state of primary instruction in this district and containing inform-

ation on the points adverted to in paragraph 9 of the Government Order.

9. The duty of preparing the report was at first entrusted to Mr. Sewell,

~s

Assistant Collector ; but, as this officer left the district before the returns called for,
and received, from the talugs could be tabulated, the duty devolved on his succes-

sor, Mr. Cox.

3. Mr. Sewell has, however, submitted a general scheme for the establishment

!

of School Unions, which was submitted to the Board with my letter of the 24th
Jctober 1871, No. 515. Under the

Sl

* Dated 98th Mareh 1873, No. 426, Financial
Department. 3 recent orders® of Government, however,

no further action would appear to be necessary in this direction.

From A. F. 00X, Esq., Vice-President of the Local Fund Board, North Arcot, to H. SEWELL,
Esq., Acting President of the Local Fund Board, North Arcot, dated Chittoor, 5th May
161'}, No. 91,

In obedience to the instructions contained in Mr. Whiteside's letter, dated May 3rd, 1871, 1

have the honour to submit a short report upon the state of primary education in this district.

9. Mr. Sewell has already forwarded a general scheme for the establishment of School Unions
called for by Government, but the preparation of the present report has been unavoidably delayed.
In order to give the necessary information, a form containing several questions was circulated
among the heads of every village. The last of these returns only came in by March of last year,
and then the laborious work of tabulation was begun and was not completed until last month.
Mr. R. Sewell was unable to write his report before he gave over charge of his office to me. He
left, however, all the returns, from which [ extract the following facts. I shall take in order the

various points upon which Goyernment desire information.

The number of Pial Schools.—The returns show that the number of Pial or Indigenous Schools
established in the district amounts to 1412, the total number of villages being only 5447.

Their Distribution.—This seems to be a very fair average, but of course in some of the large

towns more than one school exists, It appears also that their distribution is extremely irregular,

|




Scholars—Of the boya sduated in the mou it apﬁeﬁm w&mmmw_f

majority belong to the superior castes :—
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Kamma .., 1223
1diga.. . .. 184
Kepui. .., 874
Jangam.., .. 76

Separation of Castes—In nine-tenths of the schools no popsnhon of castes i is oblernd, and
where there is a separation it is not reported on what principle it is carried out,
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separate classes exist for the beginners and for the more advanced scholars.

Character of Institution.—In 1245 only elementary instruction in the ordinary langnage used
is conveyed, but in the remaining 169 the higher dialects with Geography and Arithmetic is
taught. 1In 871 only written books and cadjans are used, while in the rest writing and calenlations
are performed upon the ground or on zand. The method of calculation is said in all cases tobe
the ordinary one. The hours of study appear to be very long beginning at 6 in the morning ; pad e
ending sometimes at 5 .., sometimes at 6 p.i., with intervals of from two to three hours in the
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middle of the day. Theattendaneeoftheboya appears to be very good, most of the masters report-

ing that the whole number of scholars attend every day. There is great diversity in the ages of the
) boys, some not exceeding five years in age, while others are returned as being above twenty years.
-5 weny Say ‘Z(“mols are rewards given to tha gtndiana
are of cousidr- vle importance and population with more schools than one, the rewards being,
1 imagine, given in consequence of the competition among the masters in order to offer special
inducements for beys to attend their own schools and to leave others. In almost every school,

however, punishments appear to be found efficacious and are administered.

Income of Masters.—The average income of the masters only amounts to Rupees 3-15-0 per
mensem, but a féw receive as much as Rupees 25, while others get no more than Annas 6. These

. Whero tho systam is adentad the willages

last must, T presume, be among those who have other means of subsistence besides teaching.

Fees —-Tke highest fee per boy is Rupee 1 a-m
855 schools is remuneration paid only in kind. Thm is no case reported in which matmhas ud Bt

not fees are mepted by the masters,

Sunmmn for the information of Government with reference to G.0., dated
28th April 1871, No. 563,
2, There are in the district of North Arcot 1412 village (pial) schools
scattered very irregularly over 5447 villages, or about one school to every four
villages ; but, as there are generally several such schools in the populous towns, the
real condition of primary education amongst the rural population is not truly

represented by these miserable averages.

3. In the principal division, where the country is more backward and there
are numerous Zemindaries, the ratio is one school to 5-2 villages, and falls as low
in Kalhastri as 28 whnola to 376 vxllages and in Palamanair as 32 schools te

564 villages.

4. In the southern hlnqsmy eduoat:on is more attended to, and theu

is one school to every 22 wllngﬁa.

), and the lowest Anna 1, but inno less than
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