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Proceedings of the. Madras Government, Financial Department,
27th August 1873.

Read the following papers : —

No. 184, From Colonel A. STEWART, R.A., Inspeetor-Qeneral of Ordnance
and Magazines, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief S cretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Fort St. George, 10th July 1873,
No. 96-8 .—

Btationery Department

In returning original létter® from the Account int-General, referred to me

under date 16th June 1873 for explana-

@ No. 121, dated 11th June 1873, tion, I have to express my extreme

regret that I have inadvertently misinformed Guvernment as to the disposal of
the statements of the Stationery Dep6t therein referred to.

2. Those statements have been found amongst the records of my office;
although, when I reported to Government that they had been forwarded to the
Accountant-Gereral, I was not aware that they had been returned by that officer.

3. I find, however, that, after all, the statements under reference are not the

imates required by the Right Honourable the Secretary of State, which
estimates appear never yet to have been either prepared or submitted by th
Stationery Dep6t; nor, until the present question arose, was I aware of the series
of utter misapprehensions of orders as regards Civil Estimates having to pass
through this office and through that of the Accountant-General, which misappre-

llgng,inh,j !'.G‘;U“,Pl,ar\;”fiv 1‘:d beth vy L)L\;\lx;(u;;mn" axd tho variouws offivoso 1u U“(’“'ge

of the Stationery Office, as well as the Accountant-General himself, to misunder-
stand what was required.

4. Although the Stationery Depdt is essentially a Civil Department, the
" themselves (speaking only of

®) No. 984, dated 6th July 1871, Public De-
3 ent.

those of later dates) have emanated
o4, dated 5 e 1872, Military from both the Ml y and Public
o Departments of Government.
The first of these orders has apparently been entirely overlooked both in
ountant- General’s Office and here; for, ac sording to “its paragraph 4, the
Stationery Estimates should be submitted, through the Inspector-General of
Ordnance, direct to Government, by the 15th August in each year, and copies of
them should be sent to the Accountani-General for transmission by him to the
Government of Imdia. §

6. The original fault of the non-submission of the estimates rests with the
Superintendent of Stationery ; but this office should have called upon him for them,
when the time of their becoming due arrived without their having been received.
This was not done, as the orders on the subject appear to have been lost sight of :
but, unfortunately, the Accountant-General also did not bring to notice the non-

ipt by him of the copies of the estimate, which should have been sent to him
> Budget Estima
hence the original error remained undiseove red until now,

. Loato anmse o | T - o~ . S .
7. Duplicate copies of the statements, referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of

1

1e Government of India with tl

Ior transmission to t! o

and

this letter, were sent by the Superintendent of Stationery direct to the Atcountant-
3 o = 2 = & % e aly Jy 3 E i

General on the 5th September 1872, and these we the documents correctly
stated by the latter officer to have been returned to ‘¢ the Inspector-General of

Ordnance and Magazines so far back as 24th October 1872.”




Proceedmg: qf llw Madras Govcmment Fi rmnaal Deparlment(
2Tth August 1873, : ,2 e
17. In that paragrapli it is laid down as follows:—  ~ T
“ For comparison with this return (Returns of Invoices from Seerctary- of
Btate), the Civil and Military Account Depurtments in India will keep a corres ;
_ ponding register (to be taken from the invoices and packing accounts) of the stores y ‘
received from Europe in the same detail of invoices, &e., as the Home Return, and
it will be the dufy of the Accountunts-General to satisfy themselves that the stores
shown in these registers aro brought on the sfore accounts of the proper Departments.
The sub-heads of the register should correspond with those observed in the Home

S
A e

Accounts as follows, viz, :— ’ ¥t
“ Civil Department. Sa A
ey “Btamps (including Water-markcd paper) 5oy
S Skativnny.” % . . ® ®.-w *

18. I fail to see how the Accountant-Gieneral ean satisfy himself on these
points, so long as the store accounts are audited and recorded in this office.

19. I am convinced that the Commissary of Ordnance, with the extensive
charge of the Grand Arsenal and Bullet Factory, has not at his disposal the time
requisite for superintending the ever increasing workof the Stationery Depot as
its executive head; and I would, therefore, respectfully suggest that some more
satisfactory arrangement than the present one is imperative, and calls for the early

consideration of Government.

20. Apart from the individual circumstances of the case, I trust that this

- suggestion may commend tuself for approval on the bread ground that, as as a practical

fact, no collateral duty ever receives the degree of attention and zeal that a primary

duty commands, and that better results are found to attend the direct management

~ of a charge, however small, than the multiplication of several miinor charges

under one responsible officer. ,

21. I do not wish it to be inferred, from the foregoing paragraph, that I look

upon the Stationery Depdt as a charge of minor importance, although it might

possibly have been so considered at the time it was transferred from the Revenue

Board to the Ordnance Department, at which time its transactions were only about
one-seventh of what they now are. _

22. 1 give the items and years in juxtaposition for easy reference, and they

* boar conclusive evidence as to the vast increase in the work and responsibility
during the thirty years embraced by them : —

j—_‘-&‘.-ﬁf‘f__;- —

¥

, Thvé" mmed, audf'
mgrettmg them as I do, I trust I may be exeuseti T naw-.,mﬁ*ihe attention of

e

e

-

- Government to what I consider the abuormal positions of both the Inspector- 1st May 1841, ' 1st April 1871.
neml nmd the Gommmmry of Ordname Grand Arsena in referenca. to ‘the ;%:.: 7 T RS. PVt
: Gﬁ . !, . 39,407 5 10 oo’ w.. Value of Stationery stock ... 4,02.971 6 11
e 56,221 3.1 ... .. Valueofreceipta .. .. .. 444,459 6 3
i 95,628 811 .. . . Total .. .. .. 847,430 18 2
48 60,935 8 11 _ .. .. Valueofissues .. .. .. 524,662 15 4
& ® 84,693 0 0 May 1842 Balance ... 5,22,767 18 10 Mar. 1872.
: R e

: 23. Up to the year 1840 all stationery articles were stored at the Collector’s
i Cutcherry, Vepery, on which premises the Gun Carriage Factory now stands, and
_ these stores were under the responsible charge of J. A Huddlestone, Esq., C.8.,

' Assistant Collector, Madras, who received a salary of Rupees 350, per mensem sor
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Departmen: :
1 2%th August 1873. :

Thé successive Commissaries of Ordnance have, l‘to‘.wever,.’only
received Rupees 100 per mensem, notwithstanding the yery large 1ucrease l;l :::e
transactions of the Depdt, and in the consequent perso}nal res[long_blhty of the

intendent as brought to notice in the last paragraph. ' |
S“Pe;? I am not ab]eato state definitely the number of Offices gnd Departments
which have drawn stationery supplies up to the year 1840 ’t'mt I have always
understood that Departments in the mofussil had formerly liberty to puj:cha.sa
considerable supplies without the intervention of either this, or the ?tatloner.y
Office, whereas almost all stationery now used throughout the Presidency 1s
received, stored, and supplied by the Depét, on indents passed by me.

25. Taking a comparatively recent date, 1856-57, I find that only 207 Offices
and Departments then drew these supplies from the Depdt, whereas that number
has now increased fo abovz 600 Ofiices, exclusive of a large number of Army and
Regimental Schools and Army and Regimental Staff Ofﬁcers.. .

26. In Caleutta, and I believe in Bombay also, the Stationery Depﬁtl is under
the charge of an uncovenanted officer, and it might perhaps be advisable to
inaugurate a similar arrangement in this Presidency ; but, having brought to the
notice of Government what I consider the defeets of our existing system, I now
beg most respectfully to leave the matter in their hands.

such charge.

¥

Reforred ta the Aecountant-General for his remarks.
2. He will be good enough to ascertain and report, for the information of

Government, what system is followed in the other Presidencies in regard to the
Buperintendence of the Stationery Department. .
QOTACAMUND, (Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,

12¢h July 1873. Chief Secretary.

No. 185. From F. LUSHINGTON, Esq., Accountant-General, to the Hon.
W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated Fort St. George, 15th August 1873, No. 242.

Budget Depsrtment. !

In returning the accompanying letter of the Inspector-General of Ordnance
and Magazines, No. 96-S, dated the 10th ultimo, referred for my remarks, I have the
honour to state that the Order of Government, No. 984, dated the 6th J uly 1871,
Public Department, was not, as that officer supposes in paragraphs 5, 6, and 8 of his

letter, lost sight of by this office ; but the requisition contained in that order was -

cancelled by the subsequent Resolution of the Government of India in the Finan-
cial Department, No. 1267, dated the 21st idem, paragraph 18, which relieved this
Department of the duty of submitting, with its Civil Budget Estimate of the Presi-
dency, copies of the departmental estimates of Europe articles of stationery and
other civil stores.

2. Referring to paragraphs 12 and 13 of the Inspector-General’s letter, I beg
to remark that there is nothing in "the Order he therein alludes to, which, in my
opinion, bears him out in the conclusion at which he has arrived, that this office is
the medium through which the departmental estimates above referred to should
pass to the Supreme Government. :

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
27th August 1873,

3. The Inspector-General has indeed, as mentioned in paragraph  .f his
letter, furnished me, under date the 1st instant, with a duplicate copy of his estimate
for 1874-75 and an average statement, both which, however, have been simply
recorded in this office for reasons already stated.

4. In respect to the inquiry made by Government in your docket under
reply, I have the honour to state that, in Bengal, the charge of the Stationery
Department is entrusted to an officer who is also Superintendent of Stamps, and
receives a joint salary of Rupees 1,500 per mensem for both daties. In Bombay
the Collector has charge of both the Stationery and Stamp Office in addition to his
own duties, and is in the reckipt of a consolidated salary of Rupees 2,500 per
mensem.

5. In Bengal, the store accounts are audited by the out-door Audit Depart-
ment of the Comptroller-General, the Accountant-General to the Government of
Bongal, in whose books the local charges incurred on account of stationery are
borae, having no check over the store account. In Bimbay, on the other hand,
the audit is conducted in the Book and Compilation Department of the Accountant-
General by a clerk who does the work in addition to other duties entrusted to him.

6. With reference to the first part of paragraph 16 of the Inspector-General’s
letter, L beg to state that, when the Government of India directed the separation of
cash from store accounts, the duty of auditing the Stationery Store Accounts
devolved upon him under G.O., Financial Department, No. 4, of 6th January
1866.

7. In respect to the concluding portion of paragraph 16 and paragraphs 17
and 18, I have the honour to state that, on receipt from London of Invoices of
Stationery Stores, they are entered in a register here and sent at once to the Super-
iutendent of Stationery. On the 1st August 1871, the Superintendent was informed
by this office that a copy of the register kept in this office would be annually sent
Vide Fincl. Resolution of the Government of b hiim for werification; Bub s oo Mastarey

india, No. 1267, dated 21st July 1871, para- (rom the Secretary of State have been
graph 11, received for comparison with the regis-
ter kept here, no copy thereof has yet been sent to the Superintendent.

No, 1886. OrpER THEREON, 27th August 1873, No. 1211.

Copy of the Accountant-General’s letter will be furnished to the Inspector-
General of Ordnance and Magazines for information and guidance. The Govern-
ment desire that the Inspector-General will, in communication with the Accountant-
General, ascertain exactly, and in future maintain the rules prescribed for the
adwinistration of the Stationery Department.

2. The Governor in Council requests that the Senior Member of the Board of
Revenue, the Accountant-General, and the Inspector-General of Ordnance and
Magazines will associate themselves as a Committee to inquire and report whether
any, and, if so, what change in the Superintendence of the Stationery Depart-
ment is desirable,

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.
To the Senior Member of the Board of Revenue.
., Accountant-General.

»  Inspector-General of Ordnance and Magazines,
Exd. J. Wright, *
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