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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11th August 1873.

U o TSRS Y o el oo e e S e e v

Read the followi ing papers:—

No. 57. From E. H. PRINGLE, Esq., Assistant Engineer, Public Works
Department, and Member of the Municipal Commission, Mangalore, to
the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Mangalore, 8th July 1873, No. R42.

In forwarding the accompanying correspondence, I have the honour to solicit
Copy of Assistant Engineer's letter, No. 147, th(? ord.ers of Government upon the
dated 29th May 1873. point raised—the power of a President of
Cogin%flg;?‘d‘m-’s letter, No. 44, dated 4th 5 Municipal Commission to refuse to
Copy of Assistant lijlgineer’s letter, No. 175, lay before the Commissioners matters
Cog;‘tg(fl ;’i‘l thzE: 113?];" “;I‘wer,s totber: Mol of brought to his notice with a request.that
1st July 1873. they may be placed before the meeting.
Copy:)‘f Collector's letter, No. 1015, of 4th July o ArAgT gl Correspondence must
1518. necessarily be addressed tothe President,
the power to discard letters and petitions is one that may be used most arbitrarily,
and prove utterly subversive to the evident intentions of the Act.
3. 1 beg to take exception to the tone of the last letter from the Collector.
In itself, it is no reply to my Jetter, No. 227, addressed to the President, Manga-
lore Municipal Commission, and, moreover, there are no grounds whatever for the

conception contained in the latter part of the letter.

From E. H. PRINGLE, Esq., Assistant Engineer, Public Works Department, to H. S. THOMAS,
Esq., President of the Municipal Commission, Mangalore, dated Mangalore, 29th May
1873, No. 147.

I have the honour to point ouf to you that the pits sunk for planting the compound of the
Provincial School have been placed too near the newly-built wall. The centre of the pits should
in no case be nearer than fifteen foet from the outside of the foundation.

9. It ig true that there are trees close to the front wall in existence, but I apprehend
considerable trouble in preventing their lateral roots from damaging the masonry, and it is to
prevent wider mischief in this way that I now call your attention to the new planting.

From H. S. THOMAS, Ksq., President of the Municipal Commission, Mangalore, to E. H.
PRINGLE, Esq., Assistant Engineer in charge of Mangalore Range, dated Mangalore,
4th June 1873, No. 44.
I have the honour to reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, No. 147, and beg to state that
I do not anticipate any injury from the lateral roots of the ornamental trees about to be planted.

A

From E. H. PRINGLE, Esq., Assistant Engineer, Public Works Department, to H. S. THOMAS
Esq., President of the Municipal Commission, Mangalore, dated Mangalore, 5th Jun;
1873, No. 175.

Regarding your letter, No. 44, dated 4th instant, I shave the honour to state that the wall in
question is & public work, and as such the responsibility of preserving it from probable injury
rests with me.

9. As I entirely disagree with your anticipation of no injury resulting from trees planted
in such proximity to masonry, I wish to record my protest against the action you have taken,
and have the honour fo request that the letter may be placed before the Commissioners.
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No.58.. - From H.S. THGTIAS

- He entirely ém'emed_‘and we agr
& He had, however, no funds, and 1 anticipated that a reference to the Head of the
- Eduecational Department and the Goy

-
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ncial Department,

From E. H. PRINGLE, Esq, Member of the Municipal Commission, Mangalore, to H. 8.

THOMAS, Esq., President of the Municipal Commission, Mangalore, dated Mangalore,
1st July 1873, No, 227.

In my letter, No. 175, dated 5th June last, T requested you to place the protest contained

therein before the Commissioners, but, although 1o less than two general meetings have taken
Place since that date, the list of business has contained 1o notice of the letter.

2. Thave now the honour to ask whether it is your intention to comply with my appli-

3. In the event of your refusal, [ shall feel compelled to refer the matter to Government,
and to obtain their opinion upon what I cainot but consider an excess of your power as
President.

—

From H. 8. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of South Canara, to E. H. PRINGLE, Esq, Assistant
Engineer in charge of Mangalore Range, dated Mangalore, 4th Jul y 1873, No. 1015.

In reply to your letter of the 1st instant, No. 227, I bave the honour to state that I

conceive you must be aware that I think auy further correspondence between us on the
subject undesirable.

—

No. 1830.
Refurred to the Collector of South Canara for his remarks The Government
desire to know by whom and by what authority the pits in question were sunk
in the compound of the Provincial School.

Ooracamuxp,

(Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,
1204 July 1873,

Chief Secretary.

——

: "3;1, lCollector of South Canara, to the Hon.
W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,

dated Mangalore, 28th J uly 1873, No. 1210,

I have the honour to reply to your docket, No, 1830, dated 12th July 1873.
2. The Mangalore Provineial School is

perfectly bare plot of ground, and the privy attached to it is a trifle prominent for
such an edifice. I, therefore, coneciv

¢ ed the idea of sereening the latter building
by planting it out and improving th

| | ¢ appearance of the former by putting in a
’fewm'_namental trees. I made the suggestion to the Head Master of the school.

eed together on the manner of the planting.

a conspicuous building standing in a

A WS X o~ vernment would not procure them till the
- planting season had passed. 1, therefo

g unin

PA re, sounded the Municipali t }
- they were disposed to find the funds ’ PR .1 Wiwthiee

were dispo > find the wanted for this little ornamentation of a
prominent site in their Municipal#ty. It will be remembered that the people of
the district subscribed some Rupees 60,

‘ e 0 000 for this school, and are, therefore, not
Thp Municipal Commissioners were more than pleased ‘with the
‘am} ; pgpmptly voted the iunds, I thereon asked the Forest Officer to

' : , Financial Department,
dings of the Madras Government,
g 11th August 1873.

3. Mr. Pringle saw the pits being sunk, but made no rem.ark keeping sn]efxt
1k son dug to their full depth, and then and not till then he put in
e bis objection.* Had he been actuated
by nothing but a ;zona 1 ]ﬁdf anxieg
»d in the compound wall, he Wou
o e G;)vermvl;:ir:;tedptli‘?lp (Iertv);asr ?’gil‘li?n;(t)mmitted to what he conceived a false
B“"‘?ly nOt;f lave’which retreat on a formal remonstrance was calculated to be
?81171”“, i . he would surely have mentioned his anxieties at .o.nce, and the
s t;lme’ been. as in a similar case with the District Engmeer, that he
. bmrvtethank,ed for his advice, and the position of the p}t§ WO}lld have
:wld;;:;tide?n ;ieferenue to his views, even though the objection might not
een
i v own judgment. :
coqlmend ltSff"}S t:ir:idhis obJ:]ectti’on to arise out of nothing but pure obsifructweness,
d 14 i Co:;blh: inothe pressure of work, of the fact that.tl'u.a surrounding wall Wlal.s
e os.mg gk: ine of the Head Master of the Provincial School, becaus.qt 0
"e“u’f i t}(lieb eepsn; t;u.lly left in my hands by him, for the reason that' p]aptmg ig
plantl.“f-,’.' i eeg;nt and he saw I whs anxious to see it nicely done, I fell into the
e t:h compound like one of the many actually in the charge of
e tréatmg ; ) the Collector, and I told Mr. Pringle
that I did not anticipate* any danger
from the ornamental planting.

# Letter, dated 29th May 1872, No. 147.

* My letter, dated 4th June 1873, No. 44,

i i t drove me
i ‘addressed me his protest.t This pt:otes

Gty o ; into the position of having to .cho.ose
t 5th June 1873, No. AE0: between polemies and ha W(i.‘ak yleldltr;lg-
inki justified in throwing away the

: o king I should not be justifie
[o e o e laf well as the more valuable loss of a pz.n‘t of .the
s if possible to avoid polemic dlscu'ssm.n,
1 veferred the matter to the District
Engineer in the letter,I of which copy is

money spent on sinking the pxts: iz
rainy or planting season, and being desirou

1873, No. 836.
% Dated 9th June

'ly a- Ay,
f the matter for nearly a-mon
nd I heard no more 0 : | |
e“dosed"a [r. Pringle returned to the attack,§ but 1 a new character and
A e on a new sabject. He was no longer ar;
§ Ilis letter dated 1st July 1873, No. 2217. Assistant En gin cer, but & Member -0
i ter,

Y ?

- 1 ol Te. Attack

t t ‘th]eﬂt,e] ed (50"]!) W ;h“\cal p‘)lllt Of procedu :

l e tree i Ound a“ bl]t a te( ! 3

bellllg the Ob\‘i()\lls Object and my ti’me being too preClOU.‘S for frultleSs Wlﬂngllng, I
- : : ’

with Lim on the subject.

s o 1 ith
I inded him fot’Mr. Pringle was living in the same DS
7. Isay I reminde ’

the District Engineer

. gain on the tree bove shown in a new
written 40,180 5 month after he addressed me asab: i
guccession, till nearly a- de lay and chanve of character and tactics

: a new subject; 8 we of that reforence that bad led
capacity sagt of lusion that it was a knowledge o

; he conclusion
which I drew t

haracter in which he was subordinate to the District Engincer,
! he ¢
him to drop

T e

: . dv
sl B ldci"d : t‘;:m t(ll]iar‘;(l:: la(;iisa;:l::;oii '
< v 1015. 4 )d any ur or y (
dated 4th July 1873, No deeline
| My letter, |

the matter had been referred, had thez:eﬂn r.mt
sl subject though his former letters came in quick
] =

L

1 M"}{ﬁ :__.'. i
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| T and to take up onein which he was free to commence an attack de novo.
i . there was also living in the same house with
Was executing the planting

with a fow ornamental trees
the Cliurch compound, so t
could hardly be ignorant of

Moreover,
Mr. Pringle the Forest Officer who
, and the matter was freely discussed in connexiun
being simultaneously planted by the Lay Trustees in
hat I had every reason for thinking that Mr. Pringle
the reference of which pretty nearly every one else was

: aware. . Pringle inti
" TBete g ronais - whaksre o ths Though Mr. Pringle intimates

conception contained in the latter part tO Government that he was not aware®
of the letter.”

of that reference, there was enough in
_ the circumstances to lead me to the
N conclusion that he was not unaware of it, and that conclusion will account for the
g brevity of my letter, which, under this explanation, will not, I think, be found
8 : open to the accusation made against its tone. I wanted to be allowed to go
ii;' quietly on my way, and it was niecessary to repeat the decided declension to be
b drawn into acrimonious correspondence,

E 8. With reference to the secondt attack, I ask the Government

t Mr. Pringle's letter,
No. 227, addressed
Commission.

to be good
dated 1st July 1873, enough to notice that there is made

to President, Municipal therein no allusion whatever to the pits

and the endangered wall, whereas if the
ringle’s bona fide subject of anxiety, he
f the discussion ; and if he was unaware of

b . the reference to the District Engineer, his more natural course would have been to

e . refer the matter to Government through his own superior, the District |
: ~ making the main issue the safety of the Government wall, and making the

technicality of procedure a secondary and collater

L point.

ngineer,
; municipal
al point only, instead of the sole

B > 9. T have said above (paragraph 4) that T looked upon Mr. Pringle’s objection

L as purely obstructive and nothing else, and I came to this conclusio
considerations—one the matter itself at issue, the othe
it officer.

n from two
r past experience of that

10. First I viewed the matter on its own merits—

I. I found the compound wall was generall

y about 1} feet high, with an
open trellice of about two feet above, so that there was no great superstructure in
danger, even if the worst anticipations of Mr. Pringle were realized.

. IL. I thought that the evil need scarccly be anticipated, for if it showed
- any signs of eventuating, it would be a simple process to cut down the offending

| HIL T thought that even if the worst did come to_the worst, and some one
chance tree out of the lot should years hence penetrate the stone and mortar wall,
the ornamental tree would itself be worth more than the cost, Rupee 1 or Rupees 2
- &t most, of cutting a root or replacing a laterite stone.

_ 1V. 1 found that this very same Engineer Officer had himself built that
_ very wall very much nearer to very much more destructive trees than I proposed
- toplant. Ofall low-country trees, the baﬁyan, with its many lateral roots, is the
- most destructive to walls, and he had built this wall close to an avenue of old

-

= Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
11¢h August 1873.

ar—

banyan trees. To satisfy the Govern-
e s i Amowb b my accuracy, I give marginally

Feet, Inches. 4o actual measured distances® of the
#First banyan tree on the north-

nd B4 trees near which Mr, Pringle has !ﬁmself
Se:g:fi()f fhe comio : ST built this very wall, while he ?bJects fo
Third ., e pi " ?,- g my pits, which are at the uniform dis-
-l N il T f 10 feet from the wall. Te
Fifth " $3-4F S X tance o ‘
Silxth , 2 WD ‘é lg surely would not have built the wall so
%Wfl?a-t!]:gg tree n the samo close to all those trees if he sen.ously
b i 13 ?; thought it would be endangered by them;
Another ...

and if he did not seriously think so,
j i less destructive trees.
he object to my more distant ' :
e Bhould‘That i]dr. Pringle had no objecting eyes for any trees b}nt mmfa was
! Distance from further inferrible from a single ride in
“23;‘;;;?&? ' which T observed the marginally-noted
Foet. Inches. {1008,1 all of which are closer fo more

tTwo blackwood trees in the Church important buildings, and all of which

One tree con'lpou-l‘ld. g 18 cannot have escaped co?l'ing under N:rl
Another . it Military 1 Pringle’s eye. The I\?lhtary H(.)Sil a
e ?;ﬁga{r::ml;’e;md wall .. 5 0  wallis some seven or eight feet lllng E}x:s_
Nearest, doop trea to the Post Offce 12 10 against 1§ feet) at the point where the

Aalk, L eg 7 iemilad< bl a1 e

B nea;{ﬁiiﬁ%néx:s - noticeably on the roadside within twenty

B blmkw:g %onf;ginéd;i‘ﬁﬂ)lcf 4 4 yards or thereaborlts of the .deblat’ed

Onf:(i?rot;:%amboyant e oy A0 Provincial School site. Mr.. Prmgf st§s
i ¢ tree '(fff; m own office and workyard, which he visi

i o gng?w from day to day, has many trees much

o g s 10 11  nearer than my pits at ten feet distance

One large mango tree (from tree
o togo i 12 11 and than his preseribed distance of fifteen
to office)... e i o £

B LS
One large ma.ng;). tree (from tree

iti own views as to the necessity for moving ‘the.se
sl Inf addl:]l:;: ;:rtlilglar wall, I was fortified by the fact that the D1stnc;
pations g ;10:1 the subject was referred, did not move in the matter, an
Engin.eer, tO 2 :see any necessity for writing to me or the G?vernme}mt—a view
infenl.:bg dll’(iillll;le also would seem to have latterly fallen in with, as bis reference
which Mr.

d this subject and taken a fresh one. :
3 Gow;ern: ezi;::dgr;p;)e past experience of Mr. Pringle’s obstructiveness, I may
1 . s

| 6.0., 29th Jan. 1873, No. 139, Finl. Dept. ties|| in the Local Fund Board as he now

w b ilge bitrary use of
.l L ting then as now an ar
. ipal Commission, anticipa . : el
dogsan th? :{ umt:;illed to be guarded against, as if a (?ollector 8 ha:xds w:;ewith
PR :};w i:: qenough with all the Boards and Committees he has to wo
bampered qu

nowadays. :
12. On the quay, again, v
xpense of my own, ylelding @
22::1:; l::)me surplus sand from pits ha

he was only appeased because 1 magnified his dignity
no an immaterial point for peace’s sake. To save
- d been uniformly spread over a small

banyani is so close to it, and the tree 1s

point to a case in which he made difficul-

Iy

Vo g

Tt
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portion of the quay to the depth of about one-e;
the surface water f

carefully swept up a

ghth of aninch. Lest it should Fheck
om running off and so injure the quay, it was at his desire all
gain, carried away, and cast into the estuary,

13. The line of trees on the quay were also objected to by him though

highly approved by every one else, and the question was referred, I fancy, to his
then superior, but I have heard no taore of it, -

14. In the matter o

i ipality it is frue, but the matter of it,
Was nob one concerning the Municipality at all, but the
t, or

a8 I at the time mistakenly thought, the Collector,
and 8o 1 naturally transferred the Jtgoc to the Collector’s file and answered it
thence. The very transfer -of the letter m

ight ha how Mr. Pringle
that I thought it ne ioi 818 have sufficed to show M.

110 reasonable objection need haye been m

ade.
17.  IfIhave fallen into error in accepting municipal mouney, will the Govern-
ment be pleased to allow me to trangfor the planting and up-keep to Educational
funds, ‘ '

: ; In sending you the enclosed Mwndm@:
From the Assistant E i : ,
300k My 1578, No, 145 """ 1 1he President, dasod

7 : I shall be obliged byyourmmging‘thltm!
l‘r:m the President, to the Assistant Engineer, burecorrespondence, if indeed any be uecessary,
From

* comes to me from you and not from your subor-
dinates direct, :

wne 1873, No_ 4, dnted dth iy
”“‘%" Assisiant Bagineer, dated §th Juge 1873

3 1 artment,
dings of the Madras Government, Financial Dep
e 11th August 1873.

eom——

No. 59.
The Governo

) (=] 3
. C -] .i “ | o[ ol I l l l] l[ . ®

: h not a muni-
p d of a public, thoug hich
lanting the compoun nole’s interference, whic
pelity g funadllflflilc): improvement, and that Mr. Pringle’s 1
3 ilding as
cipal, buil

‘o

(True Extract.)

Offg. Chief Seoretary.

t p d Q.
1

Public Works Department.

Exd, J. Wright.
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