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Proceedings of the Madras Govemme}zt, Financial Dcpartmekt,
8th August 1873.

Read the following papers :—
No. 50. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th July 1873, No. 1193.

Read the following letter from H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., President of the Local
Fund Boards, South Arcot, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board
of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 7th May 1873, No. 146:—

Ix the notice of the usual monthly meeting of the Virdachellum Circle Board,
advertised for the 21st ultimo, a proposal of Mr, Lister, who, during my absence
on leave, filled the post of President, was entered for discussion to the effect ** that
Government may be moved to place the whole of the accounts, reports, &e., at
the disposal of the Board to enable a thorough inquiry to be held into the way
in which contracts were given and work done from the commencement of the
Vellaur Bridge to its completion.” :

9. On this notice appearing in the District Gazette the Officiating District
Engineer addressed Mr. Lister, in a letter, dated 9t April, No. 9 (copy enclosed),
in which he observed that, although he had not the slightest objection to all
accounts and papers connected with the bridge being subjected to scrutiny, he
considered that, as the bridge had been built under his supervision, the proposal as
it stood was a reflection on himself, and he further submitted that, as a thorough
investigation of the causes of the failare of the bridge had been made by a profes-
sional Committee appointed by Government, and as the matter had been finally
disposed of under the Order of Government, dated 15th October 1872, No. 2427,
Public Works Department, the local Board were bound to assign some good reason
for wishing to reopen the subject alter a lapse of upwards of five months.

3. 'This letter was read at the meeting of the Virdachellum Board on the 21st
April, when the following resolution, drafted by the Vice-President, Mr. Lister,
but, in hus absence, proposed by Viswanadha Reddy, was put to the meeting and
carried :— :

¢5, Proposed by Viswanadha Reddy, and seconded by Kistnasawmy Odiyar, that the
following Regolutiou be passed. The same was then put and carried by four votes to one,

s As five paragraphs of the Committee's report are devoted to showing, not only that Mr.
Norfor could not possibly exercise any real supervision over the work for many wonths, but that
he would have been the last person to be blamed if every arch had fallen in the instant the center-
ings were removed, no decision the Board may arrive at could possibly reflect upon Mr. Norfor,
and the Board are surprised that the Vice-President’s proposal should have been liable to such

misconception.

 With regard to the second objection, the Board do not propose to travel over the same
ground as the Government Committee, but to take up the inquiry at the point where the Committes
left it.

¢« Mr. Logan stated in his Memorandam that some of the brickwork exposed was so bad that
he was able * to pull out by hand *sthe bricks from what called chunam was in reality little more
than sand.

¢ The Board wish to find out, if they can, the way in which work was done from the com-
mencement to the end of the work; to see if the price paid for chunam was 8o small that it might
reascnably be expected to be disproportionately mixed with sand. They want to discover what
supervision there was, for the Committee have stopped at stating what supervision there was not,
and so the Board, deprecating the idea of casting any reflection upon Mr. Norfor or anybody
else, request the President to move Government that all papers connected with the work, all
contracts, all Overseers’ and Range Officers’ reports aud cheque books, every paper that can throw
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8oy light on the subject, may be placed at their disposal to enable them to arrive, if possible, at some

conclusion as to ho
the hand,

F : Th§ Zellgnr Pridge has been built and has gone, and the Board, as ove of the largest
ing P“?;Wm : tl:'t;zu = .the district, wish to learn all they can from its history, and, even if th‘e
qu Sultg 1n n 2 123 . 3 i
AT e‘"oﬂnng. the Board will not regret the trouble which they consider it their
4. 5 . i
this rm{n 'due course (I having resumed charge of the district on the 21st April)
ution was forwarded to me by the Vice-President with a request tha

w the brickwork was so monstrously bad that bricks could be pulled out by

I woul : P, ister’
Lomould comply with the requisition of the Virdachellumn Board (vide Mr. Lister’

etter, dated 23rd April, No. 64).

5. ‘ 4 .
On the 28th April, I received a letter from the District Engineer, No- 2,

intimating ¢ p .
Pre:':;e;g. Zl:‘t hehﬂm reoez?'o;l a copy of the above resolution from the Vlc.e-
scmtiniie;i he’ :e = p;‘:{"w his entire willingness to the accounts being agai®
AR precated the action taken b leulated to
lower him in paklio Gatis en by th§ local Board as ca

8, ) ‘
u the same day I addressed the following letter to the Vice-President :—

** Before taki :
g action on the resolution of the Virdachellum Circle Board, to which yOUr

letter dated 23rd ;
Board hope to ,ﬁﬁr"mﬁ"‘_ 64, gave cover, I wish to be distinctly informed what object 2
which has already b;ewe:o discavery they expect to make, by reopening an inquiry on 8 £

n thoroughly investigated by a professional Committee, and which has been

overnment. :
ution that the Circle Board propose to take up the inquiry 8¢
Committee left it. This is tantamount to saying that she
thanked by Government * for their lucid exposition of such facts
throw light on the eause of its fall,” and whose general concle-
e '.'“ defect of design and not of materials or workman&ﬁp:' were
nquiry, which, in the interests of the public service, should be supple-
8. Unless the loca!a;:n s c,ond“cted by the members of the Virdachellum Circle Board-
90““"?0“& Committee, an ard are in possession of information which was not farnished 0 the

‘n‘!‘i'y- 1 am not prepared d'which, from the nature of it, furnishes strong grounds for & =
ou will report fully,

~ “4 Ihavealso
emanated

2. It is stated in the
the p?int where the Govern;:!::
Committee ‘Tho have been publicly
efmneeted with the bridge as could
W “that the cause of faily
W, held an imperfect i
ilented by another investfg

s 88 it D“’Por:t:egou.: e i will state whether this resolution of the Board ref\“Y
» from Viswanadha Reddiar, or whether he was made the mouthp1ec?

d by whom the resolution was drafted. 1 am advised that

Mr. Lister’s reply is as follows :—

o, Breply to your lette, : -
- e honour 1o repor, ghag 1 51, No. 123, of the 28th ultimo, which ouly reached mo to-day, 118"

position . ig i e u
B Ty~
e with th, made the mouthpiece® of anybody. The resolutior
R ' the notice published on page 101 of the District Gazette.
704, in Cuddalore, on the 21st ultimo, T was unable to be present

i m i
on !‘n Support of the view held by iy

meeting. I rather expected the question would have bin

1g, but A
R e Viswanadha Reddiar, who knows Tamil, chose to propose m¥ d".fb

y‘w"wﬁ““m *1¢¢ with a duly published notice, and the Board chose to carry it

to recommend the subject being reopened, and on this point I request
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«¢ T cannot doubt for a moment that Government will accede to the wish of the Board and let

them have all the papers connected with a bridge for which they contributed Rupees 21,986, and
sorry though I am that the resolution will not have your support, it must, I presume, be submitted
to the Board of Revenue for orders in accordance with Rule 77 B2

7. 1 adhere to the opinion expressed in my letter to the Vice-President that,
unless the local Board are in possession of information which was not submitted
to the Committee appointed by Government, and which from its nature furnishes
strong grounds for a fresh inquiry, the reopening of this question is much to be
deprecated, I do not see what object can possibly be attained by such a course,
and raking up the matter again months after it had been finally disposed of by
Government is nob calculated to promote harmony between the local Board and
the professional Department entrusted with the execution of the public works of
the district. With these remarks I leave the matter in the hands of the Board of
Revenue for such action as may seem expedient.

Excrosore No. 1. ;
From A. L. LISTER, Esq., Vice-President, Virdackellum Cirele, to H. E, SULLIVAN,
Esq., President of the Local Fund Board, South Arcot, dated Porto Novo, 23rd April
1873, No. 64. *
Wirs reference to the enclosed copy of resolution, No. 5, passed by the Local Fund Board at
their meeting of the 21st April 1873, I have the honour to request you to comply with the requisi-

tion of the Board therein made.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) H. E. SULLIVAN,

President, Local Fund Boards.

—

Excrosure No. 2.

From R. E. NORFOR, Esq., Officiating District Engineer, South Arcot, to A. L. LISTER, .

Esq., Vice-President of the Local Fund Board, Virdachellum Circle, dated Cuddalore,

9th April 1873, No. 9.

1 opserve from the notification of the meeting to be held at Virdachellum on the 21st instant,
under the head ** Business,”’ a proposal emanating from yourself that Government be moved to
place the whole of the accounts, reports, &c., at the disposal of the Board to enable a thorough
;nquiry to be held into the way in which contracts were given, and work done, from the commence-
ment of the Muttaloor Bridge to its completion.

9. T need hardly here inform you that this bridge was built under my supervision. T have
pot the least objection to the accounts and reporis in connexion with this work being placed at the
disposal of the Local Fund Board, but I consider that your proposal, as it stands, is a reflection
on myself. A Committee of professional gentlemen were appointed by Government to inquire into
the cause of the failure of this work, and the result of the investigation was communicated to you
g0 far back as the 30th October 1872. I consider, therefore, that it is due to me that you should
assign some good reason for now reopening the question of the failure of the bridge.

3. The bridge was not executed on contract but under departmental agency, materials,
such as bricks, chunam, &e., being supplied by petty contractors.

4. The accounts in themselves will not show the nature of the materials used or workman-
ship employed, whether good or bad, and, since the Committee who were appointed to inquire into
the cause of the failure of the bridge have reported at length on the matter, the opinion of unpro-

:snal men would be valueless.
fegsional men wo (Truo G

(Signed)  H. E. SULLIVAN,

President, Local Fund Board,
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SUBE;ITTBD for the orders of Government
- The Virdachellum Local Fund B . i bt

2. wrs oard ting der the -
of their V lce-President, My, Lister, wish t()rre,uac i1
*he collapss of the Vellauy Bridge.

3. No special cause for T RER o s
Local Fund Board are W inquiry is alleged, but the proceedings

\ calculated to cast suspici e as connected
with the work. suspicion on every one who w

Lo R ) f
pen the inquiry into the causes ©

4. A full inquiry has been conducted by competent Engineers under the

;)rfle;'s ?f Go_vernme-mt, and the Board consider the proposal to make a fresh inquiry
‘;'i:d:";;’::;ﬂ i mproper. The Virdachellum Local Fund Board have no locus
and the mo.nsee t(.’ucsllap se of the bridge occurred before they were in existence
faid by Gove}; SHil due on account of the work when they were constituted Was

hment.—(G.0., dated 22nd March 1873, No. 386). It is before the

Boarda‘mnreover, that the Virdachellum Board have refused to aid the Cuddalore
Board in reconstructing the bridge,

5. The Board notice
.M.r. Lister in this matter,
Investigation spontaneously

u{meemly, but he appears to
discussed and passed.

with disapprobation the part that has been taken by
Even if hig colleagues had desired to undertake the
it would have been his duty to discourage the ides‘ as
have been the active mover in getting the resolution

(True Copies and Extract.) w

J. GROSE,
Secrelary-

(Signed)

———

No, 51. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 5th July 1873, No. 1203.
Read the following letter from H. E, SULL 1V A X Esq., President of the Local
Fund Boards, South Arcot District, to J. GI,lUSE’ Esq., Secretary to the

Board of Revenue, dated Punrooty, 18th June 18;3, No. 193 :—

I: :
Fath ';!;;\vnltl}e honour to agk the attention of the Board of Revenue to my 1ett:er,
s foru nm?, No: 146, and, in continuance thereof, to submit the following
2l consideration apd orders in counexion with the subject prought to
e 1n the communication aboye <o o

Ramachendra Iyer, supphier of material®
o dge at Muttaloor, dated 19¢h ultimo.
¥ ot my letter, dateq Tindevanum, 20th May, No. 477, to the

» calling on him ¢, TePorL on the alove petition.

ctor’s reply, dated 7th June, No. 284.

'ée petitions presented to by well sinkers
Were employed on the bri dlge‘ o me y

Sub-

Tl'anslations of th

da
head cooly whe o

st
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Mr. Lister is urgent that his letter of the 7th instant, No. 284, should be s;br;;ttied
to Government in connexion with the resolution of the. Loca} Fund Board, Virda-
chellum Circle, forwarded with my letter, dated 7th u‘ltlmo, I\o.'l46. e
3. I will only say that I deeply regret t'he line of at.:tmn Mr. s erbeas
chosen to adopt. By his own showing he has, wﬂ:,hout anthority or sanct;.mn, dex;
engaged in a one-sided inquiry into a matter which has alread).r been dlspoIse m:t
by Government behind the backs of those whom he seeks to mcu}Pa;;e.d lt .
the Government may be moved to dispose of the matter w1.th as ;tt E % aI)Ir ar
possible. If a fresh investigation into t-he causes of the failure of t e:l fe z:}xz
Bridge is considered necessary let a Commission be formally -'appomte ho: be
rpose: but this sort of ¢ private inquiry ” which has bee;n going on oug t to be
?)‘:tpa st,op to. Itis creating a great deal of bad feeling in the district, and is,
in the position held by Mr. Lister.
3 thli‘: (};m(;g::zgsitzn, 1 I:'vould observe, with reference to paragraph 5 olf jche
Sub-Collector’s letter, that I have been residing in the tract pfhcoun(tir'}:hazltxlli
between the Jawaddies and the Coleroon for the last twelve months, an
¢ Joud and widespread rumours " alluded to‘ have not rea.c-hed me.
5. A copy of this letter has been furnished to Mr. Lister.

Excrosure No. 1.—Copy of Petition preéented by Ramachendr4 Iyer.
Excrosuzs No. 2.—Copy of letter from Collector to Sub-Collector, dated 20th May 1873,
No. 477.

—_—

Excrosuee No, 3.—Copy of Sub-Collector’s reply, dated 7th June 1873, No. 284.

—_—

Eucx.osukxs Nos. 4 to 6.—Translations of Petitions.

SupMITTED to Government in confinuation of Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th
i . 1193. i :
msta;t, b'TI(‘:.he additional information now before the Board confirms them in their
. ister’ ings 1 i h inquiries with regard
i 1 of Mr. Lister’s proceedings in entering upon suc i ;
S.:S:pci:v:h:ady settled by Government without first seeking their instructions.
(A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed)  J. GROSE,
Secretary.
No. 52 From H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Acting Collector of South Arcot,
* ™ o the Hon, W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Korinjupadi, 31st July 1873, No. 48.
Adverfing to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th and 5th
instant, Nos. 1193 and 1203, respectively, which have been submitt(?d for the
orders :)f Government, I would, unless the matter has already been disposed of,
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Works,
(True Extract.)

AT

To the Public Works Department, with six enclosures,
Board of Revenue,
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3. The papers will be transferred for disposal to the Department of Public

O0fg. Chief :S’?ohtary.

Pregident of the Local Fund Board, Virdachellum Circle,
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5 } ProceepiNes oF THE BoArp oF Revesug, dated 5th July 1873. \

Read the following letter from H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., President of the Local
' Fund Boards, South Arcot District, to J. GROSE, Esq:, Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Punrooty, 18th June 1873, No. 193 :—

I mAVE the honour to ask the attention of the Board of Revenue to my letter,
dated 7th ultimo, No. 146, and, in continuance thereof, to submit the following
papers for consideration and orders in connection with the subject brought to
notice in the communication above noted :— '

s d E :
? =% : ‘ @ Q“?‘t (1.) Copy of petition presented by Ramachendra Iyer, supplier of materials,
E:‘; B 'j = etc., for the Vellaur Bridge at Muttaloor, dated 19th ultimo.
§e | g — ~(2) Copy of my letter, dated Tindevanum, 20th May, No. 477, to the Sub-
® - ; i o Collector, ¢alling on him to report on the above petition.
§c t - - ; -0 (3.) Copy of Sub-Collector’s reply, dated 7th June, No. 284.
Th 488, I o b e * NI oo (4.) Translations of three petitions presented to me by well sinkers and a
4 = E ] . en ’tu":j) = Tt 7} head cooly who were employed on the bridge.
E o g = < o : - D 9. Ramachendra Iyer having appeared before me in person, and having
Ly A %% o Y, pressed for a formal inquiry into his complaint of the forceable abstraction of his
g " ﬂ . 3 r R ’: rag accounts, I had no alternative but to refer the case for inquiry to the Assistant
5p - j s : - : == Magistrate, Mr. Kough, before whom it is now pending. I should have waited the
g :: g : ; - = Séff result of this trial before again addressing the Board on thqwq‘g;b'act,; but that
BE=% 2 = Mz, Lister is urgent that his letter of the 7th instant, No. 984, should bo submitted
EEsiss | ' vy d to Government in connection with the resolution of the Local Fund Board, Virda-

chellam Circle, forwarded with my letter, dated 7th ultimo, No. 146.

3. I will only say that I deeply regret the line of action Mr. Lister has
chosen to adopt. By his own showing he has, without authority or sanction, been
| engaged in a one-sided inquiry into a matter which has already been disposed of
‘ by Government behind the backs of those whom he seeks to inculpate. I trust
, ‘the Government may be moved todispose of the matter with as little declay as

possible. If a fresh investigation into the causes of the failure of the Vellaur
Bridgeuis considered necessary let a ‘Commission be formally appointed for the
purb?)se; but this sort of ¢ private inquiry ”” which has been going on ought to be
put a stop to. It is creating a great deal of bad feeling in the district, and is,
"I think, derogatory to the position held by Mr. Lister.

4. In conclusion, I would observe, with reference to paragraph 5 of the
Sub-Collector’s letter, that I have been residing in the tract of country lying
between the Jawadgﬁaﬂ and the Coleroon for tho last twolve munths and that the
s 1yud and widespread rumours " alluded to have not reached me.

5. A copy of this letter has been furnished to Mr. Lister.

) ' Excrosure No, 1.—Copy of Petition presented by Ramachendra Iyer. |
f s dazd ' |
; éﬁ.f;;wsun No. 2.—Copy of letter from Collector to Saub-Collector, dated 20th May 1873, |
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2 Wm: No. 3.~=Copy of Sub-Collector’s reply, dated 7th June 1873, No. 284.

% | ————
8081 1T

G T SO .]%.fn‘cmmx_a Nos. 4 to 6.7-Tra1;alations of Petitions. o

! SuBMITTED to Government in continuation of Board’s Progeedings, dated 4th

* ifistant, No. 1,193, - |

2. The additional information now before the Board confirms them in their

- disapproval of Mr. Lister's proceedings in entering upon- such inquiries with regard

%o a case glready settled by Government without first seeking their instructions.
' (A true Copy-and Extract.)

Secretary.

2Q the Chief Secretary to Qovemment, Financial Department,

0 with six original enclosures-{o be returned.
Copy to the President of the Local Fund Boards, South Arcct,
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