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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
26th Ju'y 1872.

No. 211, Read the following letter from the Officiating Under Secretary to the
Government of India, Financial Department, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Simla, 19th July 1872, No. 1187 :—

I am directed to forward to you a copy of a letter from the Mint Master, Cal-
cutta, No.- 354, dated 27th-June 1872, and to request that, with the permission of

His Excellency the Governor in Council, you will be good enough to make arrange:

ments for sending up to Caleutta 50 tons of 23" straps and 50 tons of 21" straps of

copper for the Calcutta Mint,

Copy forwarded to the Mint Master, Calcutta, for information.

From the Mint Master, Calcutta, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Financial Depart-
ment, dated Caleutta, 27th June 1872, No. 354.

The stock of copper in the Mint on this date is 1,539 maunds fit for coinage, the total of
demands for copper coin now in the Mint books, including the order contained in the telegram from
Ceylon of date the 24th June will consume 1,338 maunds, hence, when the coinage for Ceylon is
finished, the stock in the Mint will be reduced to 201 maunds, and if then any further coinage were
ordered for Ceylon or for India, it would be necessary to purchase copper in the market.

2. In communicating with Madras regarding the disposal of the Mint copper in that Presi-

7. it scemed desirable to send their copper to London, because freight to London was lower than

reizht to Caleutta, and in London the market was rather better than in Calcutta, also the amount
sed of was large enough to reduce rates in Calcutta, but could not affect the London
prices, and the proposal, therefore, to ship the copper to Calcutta was given up.

I do not know how this copper has been disposed of, but I understand that 100 tons of it have
arrived, consigned to Messrs. George Henderson and Co., and is now in their godowns in Calcutta-

3. The Head Mechanical Engineer has seen this copper, and though it cannot, as was once
before stated, be worked up in the Copper Mint for Indian coin, it can be further laminated and
worked up in the Silver Mint for the smaller copper coins now ordered for Ceylon.

4. Tt is not desirable that this Mint should be entirely without copper just now, as it is
probable that Ceylon may make further demands on it. I would, therefore, suggest the 50 tons of
23" straps and 50 tons of 23" straps be sent up to Calcutta if freight can be obtained on moderate
terms, which the shipment I have quoted would seem to show can be obtained.

No. 212. ORDER THEREON, 26th July 1872, No. 991.
Communicated to the Officiating Accountant-General, who will transmit to

Calcutta the copper required,
(True Exfract.)

Acting Under Secy. to Gout.

To the Accountant-General,

Exd. J. Wright.
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