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Proceedings of t/ze I\Iadras Government Hnanczal Department,
18t/c Jul/ 1872

Read the following papers :—

No. 72. From H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., President of the Municipal Commis-
sions, Godavery District, to the Officiating Chief becrutax} to Government,
Fort 8t. George, dated Cocanada, 26th April 1872, No. 2

I have the honour to request that the Government will be good enough to la
down rules prescribing the duties of the Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals in
connexion with Muuicipalities. The municipal towns in this district were visited
during the past official year by the Sanitary Commissioner and by the Deputy
Inspector-General of Hospitals, and both Officers forwarded to me copious notes
the condition of the towns with their opinions as to what should be done. For
these suggestions the Commissioners are very grateful, and so far as they commend
themselves to their judgment, and as funds will admit, they will be acted upon.

S on

2. I beg, however, to submit, for the consideration of Government, whether it

would not be expedient that the duty of reporting upon, and giving advice regard-
ing, municipal arrangements should be confined to the office of the Sanitary
Commissioner only. It is proverbial that doctors do sometimes disagree, and, when
the Sanitary Commissioner offers one suggestion and the Deputy Inspector-General
of Hospitals offers another of a diametrically opposite character, the effect is
slightly bewildering. In Rajahmundry, one of these Officers recorded his opinion
that the Commissioners instead of laying out roads and streets would do better to
devote the funds to building latrines and improving the conservancy arrangements;
the other insists on the necessity of the narrow streets being opened out and
widened. In Cocanada, on a previous visit, the Sanitary Commissioner found fault
with the height of the dissecting table attached to the Dispensary and recom-
mended its being cut down. It was reduced accordingly, and this year the Deputy
Inspector-General of Hospitals pronounces it o be too low, and suggests its hen,u
raised on a masonry platform. Under such circumstane

I think, agree with me that the inspection of ] \Illnltlp"l]ltlun 18 being a httle over-

done.

)

3. I have now to ask the attention of Government to the enclosed copy of a
letter I received yesterday from the Superintendent of the: Distriet Jail, in which,
under instructions from the Inspector-General, Indian Medieal Department, he ealls
upon me to report, far the information of that Officer, the extent to which effect
has been given to the Deputy Inspector-General’s mmendations for improving
the sanitary condition of the town of Rajahmuandry. I submit, for the orders of
Government, whether the Inspector-General of the Medical Department is autho-
rized to call for such a report from me, and whether he is justified in making
the Superintendent of the District Jail, who has nothing whatever to do with the
Muniecipal, Commission, the channel of his communication.

4. The supervision of the ’\Iuni('ipu]ities and Local Funds has thrown a heavy
increase of work on the Collector, and some limit must be laid down as to the
Departments entitled to call upon him for l(‘.pUltb and explanations,
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From Surgeon J. BILDERBECK, Superintendent of the District Jail, Rajahmundry, to the
President of the Municipal Commissions, Rajahmundry, dated Rajahmundry, 24th April
1872, No. 94.

Having been called upon by the Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department, to report how
fax: progress has been made in carrying out the measures for improving the sanitary condition of
this town, proposed by Deputy Inspector-General Blacklock in his letter to your address of the
9th February, I have the honour to request you will have the goodness to inform me as to the
extent to which effect has been given to that Officer’s recommendations.

2. As I have been desired to send in this report on the 1st of May, I will be glad if you will
kindly favour me with an early reply.

Referred to the Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department, for any remarks
he may wish to offer.
Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed) R. 8. ELLIS,
20th May 1872. Chief Secretary.
No. 73. From E. G. BALFOUR, Esq., Inspector-General, Indian Medical
Department, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
dated Fort St. George, 7th June 1872, No. 186.

I have the honour to re-enclose the letter from the President of the Municipal
Commission, Godavery District, which memorandum of 20th May referred to me
for my remarks.

9. Mr. Sullivan asks Government to prescribe rules for the duties of Deputy
Inspectors-General of Hospitals in connexion with Municipalities. e says that the
Godavery Municipalities were recently visited by the Sanitary Commissioner and
by the Deputy Inspector-General of Ilospitals, both of whom forwarded notes as
to requirements, and he mentions that, so far as the recommendations commend
themselves to the Municipal Commissioners’ judgment, and as funds will admit,
they will be acted upon. In paragfaph 2 he suggests that the duty of reporting
on sanitary subjects should be confined to the Sanitary Commissioner only ; for that
the latter Officer makes certain suggestions and the Deputy Inspector-General makes
others ; that one of these Officers advised the widening of roads and streets, but
that another advocated latrines and conservancy ; that one of them ordered the
lowering of a dissecting table and the other advises its elevation ; and he thinks
municipal inspection overdone. Ile mentions that the Jail Superintendent asked
for a report, for iny information, as to how far the Deputy Inspector-General’s
fecommendntions had been given effect to, and, finally, he inquires whether I am
justified in making the Jail Superintendent the channel of communication with the
Municipality, and expresses his opinion that some limit must be laid down as to
the Departments entitled to call upon Collectors for reports and explanations.

3. With reference to the above, I have the honour to submit to His Exeel-
lency _the Governor in Council that it was never my intention to make the Jail
Superintendent the channel of communication with the Municipal President, nor
g:nl::lt he Shfn:li ac.ldresis the Pres1dept, and I regret that Surgeon Bilderbeck
ar Febru‘;r; 111;1: ake in this matter. When at Rajahmundry in the beginning

; Deputy Inspector-General Blacklock reported on the non-sanitary
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condition of that town, using terms of such an urgent character that, on receipt
of his communication, I requested that the Medical Officer ¢ should be ordered to
report on the 1st of May 1872 on all the non-sanitary defects named therein iz
and on receipt of that order the Medical Qfﬁcer should not have addressed Mr.
Sullivan, but simply have inspeeted and reported to the Deputy Inspector-General

; the result of his inspection. By the orders of Govern-

Medical Code.

® Volume L., seotion 1, paragraph 50, ment* and by a Departmental Order, every Medical

page 15 ; paragraph 59, page 17; s 2 : :
aagraph 75, page 1, for Deputy  Officer is the Sanitary Officer of his neighbourhood.and

w;;g;?fg;;g;“gf;};nm ag,page  district, and it was Surgeon Bilderbeck’s ordinary
v°’§z’;{§'§2§g§;{’ Egi%lﬁ??:ée duty to k.now,. or, if he did not know, to ascertain, the
o o ion & pamgraph 62, State of his neighbourhood, and there was no necessity

page 57, as to Jail Medical Officers:  fior hig addressing the Municipality. I do not, however
know why the Deputy Inspector-General’s Office sent my order to Surgeon Bilderj
beck. In reality, it ought to have been sent to the Civil Surgeon, but it may have
been sent to Surgeon Bilderbeck as the Senior Medical Officer present at that
station, and I regret that these mistakes in the Deputy Inspector-General’s Office
and in Surgeon Bilderbeck’s line of action have given Mr. Sullivan any cause for
feeling over-taxed.

4, Mr. Sullivan mentions as to Rajahmundry that recommendations of a
contradictory character were issued by the Sanitary Commissioner and the Deputy
Inspector-General of Hospitals ; but as he does not send copy of the former Officer’s
report, I am unable to offer an opinion on this point; but I may, without hesita-
tion, observe that the recommendations of two Officers of their great experience
might differ without being contradictory.

5., On the subject of Mr. Sullivan’s letter generally, I have the honour to
submit that the condition of Rajahmundry, as represented to the Municipality in
February, was one urgently needing attention. A severe epidemic of small-pox has
been prevailing there since July last, from which one thousand deaths are admitted
to have occurred, but Surgeon Bilderbeck and others estimate that two thousand
people have been swept away by this single disease, and, as Deputy Inspector-Gene-
ral Blacklock could only remain in Rajahmundry for a few days, and the town
cannot be inspected again for two years to come, I could not so long defer the duty
of ascertaining how far his recommendations had been given ecffect to, and I, there-
fore, desired the Medical Officer again to report on the subject on the 1st of May.
I beg to enclose the copy of Deputy Inspector-General Blacklock’s communication,
in which it will be observed stated that he had * cxamined Rajahmundry in com-
pany of Drs. Bilderbeck and Doig, and had seen some of the worst and some of the
best parts of Rajahmundry.” “The second and third rate streets and lanes are in
a worse condition in respect to cleanliness than any I have ever seen. The narrow
streets are seen to be used as latrines. They are exceedingly filthy.. Bordering
the side of one street, there is a line of latrines for Brahmins. * * *. The ground
is very filthy and the mud walls next thé street are saturated with animal matter to
three or four feet in height. The Medical Officer of the Jail informs me that in
the rainy season the odours from these places are almost overpowering * * *, if the

_ toty were to clean the grounds ever so well, and he cleans them very indifferently

by scraping up the filth with a potsherd, the air there and all over the neighbour-

s
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hood would still be impure, owing to the long-continued saturation of the soil afxd
sorrounding walls. If the walls could be thrown down and their earth mixed with
that of the soil, most productive nitre beds would be formed.”

“3. The only suggestion I can make for the improvement of such filthy places

is that they should be opened out freely to the air and converted into vegetable
gardens.”

6. With such a report before me, His Excellency the Governor in Couneil
willl I think, consider that I acted with prudence in requesting the Medical Officer
to report to me at the end of four months as to what had been done, and his report
herewith enclosed will show that, so far as he knows, nothing has been done,
and that the non-sanitary conditions, which existed in the beginning of February,
continue to exist. I have before mentioned that small-pox has been prevailing
there since the 1st July 1871, and that Surgeon Bilderbeek estimates the deaths
at 2,000; but, since the Deputy Inspector-General’s visit, cholera has been 8o
evidently coming down the coast from the north that, on the 20th ultimo, I ordered
distribution of cholera medicines to all Revenue Officers and Police Stations, and 1
have the honour to submit to His Exccllency the Goyvernor in Council that it is not
!)rudeut to allow Rajahmundry to remain in the very dangerous condition deseribed
in these two roports. The recommendations made by Deputy Inspeetor-General
Blacklock are sound ; he is a prudent Officer ; but nothing seems to have been done,
and Mr: Sullivan says that euch recommendations will be acted on only so far as
they commend themselves to the Municipal Commissioners’ judgment.

7. With reference to Mr. Sullivan’s suggestion to transfer to the Sanitary

Commissioner the duty of reporting on the sanitation of muuicipal towns, I bave

the honour to submit that, selected as the Sanitary Commissioner is from amongst

a large body of officers as one especially fitted for the duties devolving on him,

there need be no doubt as to his capability of psrformirig the task which Mr.
Sullivan proposes to de

volve on him and of his doing it well, provided the circle was
small enough to cnable him to perform it ; but one Sanitary Commissioner would be
altogether insufficient for the care of the 25,000,000 of inhabitants in the Madras
Presidency, and however many Sanitary Commissioners there might be the Deputy
Lnspectors-General of Circles must everbe regarded as responsible to His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief and Government for all connected with the sanitary
condition of their respective rauges ; and, though I hope that their inspecting duties
while on their tours has ever been carefully attended to, I do not believe that, at
 the present day, any part of India can ever be over-inspected. His Excellency in
Council knows Deputy Inspector-General Blacklock to be a careful, considerate, and
experienced Officer, and I hope will concur with me in considering that there has
been no over-inspection in this case. AL

—

From Snrgeqn:Major A. BLACKLOCK, Deputy Juspector-General, Indian Medical Department,
Pre:sxdcncy and Northern Distriet, to the President of the Municipal Commission,
Rajahmundry, dated Rajahmundry, 12th February 1872.

oy 1 '»htve' the honour to inform you that I have, accompanied by Drs. Bilderbeck and Doig,
um some of the best and some of the worst parts of Rajahmundry, and 1 now desire to submit
~ to you my observations on the sanitary condition of the town. ?

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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2. The main streets occupied by shops are fairly clean and some have at least one drain each.-
But the second and third rate streets and lanes are in a worse condition in respect to cleanliness
than any I have ever seen, The narrower streets, if visited early in the morning, are seen to be
used as latrines. They are exceedingly filthy. Bordering the side of one street there is a line of
latrines for Brahmins, They are unroofed courts. Two that I looked into are of considerable
extent. Three have padlocked doors. The ground is very filthy, and the mud-walls next the
street are saturated with animal matter to three or four feet in height. The Medical Officer of
the Jails informs me that in the rainy season tlie odours from these places are almost overpowering.
The people who frequent these latrines subscribe, on an average, one Anna each for the services
of a toty; but if the toty were to clean the grounds ever so well, and he cleans them very
indifferently by scraping up the filth with a potsherd, the air there and all over the neighbourhood
would still be impure, owing to the long-continued saturation of the’soil and surrounding walls.
If the walls could be thrown down, and their earth mixed with that of the goil, most productive
nitre beds would be formed. ' : ;

3. The only suggestion I can make for the improvement of such filthy places is that they
should be opened out freely to the air, dug up and converted into vegetable gardens. Limited
stonewall-enclosed areas should be set apart for latrines. On the most approved plan, if walls
were levelled, there would be area enough for latrines and gardens. The latrines for men and
women near the Police Lines at Masulipatam might be taken as a model as they are very perfect
of theirkind. Divisions or compartments might be made in such latrines for the use of the higher
castes, or separate small latrines might be set apart for them. The persons resorting to them
should each be allowed to keep a key, and none but those with keys would be able to enter; a small
sum per month should be required from each. Latrines on such a plan could_n.ot b|-1t suit.tha
prejudices of the natives; and, as these authorized places would be under municipal inspection,
and tar and sand freely used, they would always be in a satisfactory state.

4. Intramural Mahomedan burials are permitted. I have heard that there are thirteen
Mahomedan burial places in the town; and, from information obtained by the Medical Officer
of the Jails, it appears that, at Monlaka Astana and Jaljalasha-ka Astana, tl.xere are on an
average about five interments each month in each ground. .If even a few bodies a.re- buried
monthly in each of the eleven other grounds, there must be; in course of years, a considerable
accumulation of human remains within the town, and occasionally corpses in the first and most
dangerous stages of putrefaction. As the Mahomedans bury their dead at shallow depths, four
feet for men and five for women, and those who can afford to pay for the watching of their dead
do not £t/ up a grave till the end of three days after the body has been placed in it, some idea
may be formed of the state of the air in such neighbourhoods. Fortunately, the people drink river
water, and use the water of the very few town wells only for washing. ;

5. The only plan I can suggest for gradually diminishing the intra:mum._l interments, and
enabling the Municipality, in course of years, to put a sf:op to further burials, is to set n.pax:t a?d
enclose plots of ground for Mahomedans at a mod(.era.te dnstan'c'i from the tovfn, and then to invite
the people to take their dead to them. As the feelings and opinions of the Hindoo Members of the

Committee must be very similar on such a subject to those of a European, owing to the invidious

distinction permitted to the Mahomedans of being allowed to bury inside the town, while all o'thfgrg
are compelled to carry their dead beyond the suburbs, it is reasonable to suppose that any dislike
to closing the town graveyards will be steadily overcome.

6. There isonly one market in this extensive and populous town, and it is, unfortunately for
the greater number of the inhabitants, placed at the extreme south end. I_t must be-a. serious inco.n-
venience to a very large part of the population to be compelled to go a considerable dxstapce for daily
bazaar supplies ; but the distance to be travelled for their daily sustenance must be a great hardship
4o the men in the Police Lines, who have to send one mile and a half, and to the Police in the
Central Jail Lines, who have to send two-and-a-half miles, for provisions. In a letter, dated 3lst
January last, from the Superintendent of Police of the Godavery District to the Superintendent
of the Rajahmundry Jail, Captain Porteous remarks : *‘ The lines for the Jail Police and warders

B
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are go far from the town and bazaar of Rajahmundry that I have the greatest difficulty in getting

the Police to reaide_ in the Lines after theirday’s hard work (out with gangs). It is undoubtedly
a_great tax on a constable (or warder) to have to go four or five miles to buy the provisions for
his evening meal. "

- T The ouly suggestion I can offer for the removal of this hardship is that some inducement
should be held out to provision dealers to set up booths somewhere in the vicinity of the gallows,

which is nearly half-way between the ordinary Police Lines and the Central Jail. The Municipality

may possibly be prevailed upon to erect a small lino of #hops in that neighbourhood and let them

' : shops. They are placed close to a
population of vegetarians, and far away from most of the consumers of animal food.

¥rom Surgeon J. BILDERBECK, Superintendent of Central and District Jails, Rajahmundry,

to the Deputy Inspector-General, Indian Medieal Department, Presidency Division and
Northern District, dated Rajahmundry, 10th May 1872, No. 141.

With reference to your docket, number and date as per margin, and the endorsement of the

R A Inspector-General on your report herewith returned, I have the
Dated 20th Nebruary 1872, No. 1046, Kotons €0 state thaied am unable o furnish reliable or e
information as regards what has been done in the way of giving effect to your recommendations and
suggestions for improvingthe sanitary condition of this town. My inability arises from my not

N my own requost. being a Municipal Commissioner, * and, therefore, being unac-
guainted with what is doing in the Commission, and also from

‘the fact that the President has declined to afford me the necessary information on my applying to
him for the same.

2. 1 submit, herewith, a sketch map of Rajahmundry, from which you will be able to form
some idea of the general arrangement of the town, of the position of the various public buildings
and institutions, and of the circumstances which gave occasion for your recommendations,

3. The thirteen Mahomedan burial places scattered about the native town, and referred to in
your report are coloured on the map with burnt number and are marked No. 1. That there is still
no restriction placed on intramural interments, I infer from the accompanying list which shows
such burials as took place in the town during the past quarter, On an examination of the list it
e will be found that some of the eorpses interred were of persons who

nam and Mansif that the total had died from small-pox, a diseaset which has been rife in the
::;1:::;; g‘:g;‘g:;"f;’;;;“}gﬂ town since July last, and which has hitherto defied all attempts
present epidemic may be estimatod ¢4 gtamp out. ‘That the burial of such corpses in the heart of a
at 1000, Lut in tho opinion of my- & 4 g, g

eelf and others this number'dow- town must be attended with injurious effects cannot be doubted,
hiad woal he matase s stnie particularly when it is remembered that in digging a grave for a

Hnbgmedug, the rule is that, if it be for a woman, the depth should be to the height of am‘n

chest, and if for a man, to the height of the waist, 1t wust also be taken into consideration that,

in consequence of a superstition prevailing among Mahomedans to the effect that the pressure of
the carth. is uncomfortable to the body, measures are adopted to keep the earth from the body by
placing over it, and at some distance from it, a screen of sticks, planks, mats, &e., an arrangement
which must have the effect of giving noxious gases for more ready escape into the open, than they
would otherwise have, if they had to pass as in ordinary burials throngh a thigk stratum of earth,
in which they must to a great extent beeome absorbed, or bé rendered less hurtful when inhaled by
the living.

4. The list or register of deaths and interments among the Mahomedan population which
accompanies this report was prepared for me by two thoroughly trustworthy Mahomedan residents

- of this town, and may be considered perfectly reliablo. = It will be seen that the mortality during -
“the past auarter from causes other than small-pox was not great.

-

o 18th July 1872. . »

5. Rulo No. 201, page 221, section 10, of the Medical Code clearly points out that there is
a necessary connexion between the health of a town mjd of jails in its vicinity, @d suggests thaf |
what is amiss in the former must operate prejudicially upon f.he latter. '%‘hernh mm as ff)ﬂcm? G,
““ In the evént of epidemio disease being present in the vicinity of a jail, caro must be
takoasfo. prerank SN Gulebipain Gaine Ty TR e iniiier ol jel wibe
infected locality either directly or indirectly.”” With reference to the enforcement of this “ »
beg to state that, though it is quite within my power to control the movements of the p isoners g: S ghg
as to keep them from infected localities, I am po'q&:eizlegg to a Mﬁﬂmﬁkmmi mm&;g of the
free population from bringing mfoataon into the jail, the only" excephm.a bamg in the case of f&e _
free Warder Establishments. 1 have been under t%m necessity at various times of texfnporargly
dispensing for shorter or longer periods with the services of no 1ess thgn four w?rders:-.m conse-
quence of small-pox in a virulent form having attacked several memb?rs ot: fheu families almost
simultaneously, but I have been unable to exercise a similar precaution wzth. reference to ol_sh.er
departments and individuals who have access to the jails, suf:h as the Pol?ce, V.a.ko:eis, -natrve
visitors to the jails, purchasers of jail manufactures, cart drivers, and mo_hc:s bringing m ra:w
materials and provisions, contractors’ servants, and others who may have the disease prevailing in
a dire form among their families, or in an incipient form among themselves, and ?et may Pot be
honest or thoughtful enough to say so. As long, therefore, as mchmtermurse I,B.ll'll?ﬂn‘d&ble.
there appears no chance, under ordinary circnmstances, of. protecting ,}mis from“ns:tatxons of
infectious epidemic disease ; the real remedy appears to lie .m‘ the adoption of demde;d ‘measures
for ridding the free population of such diseze, and in securing the health _and.,glognlm of the
due enforcement of sanitary regulations. e ;
townG‘.)y t;}F"‘;i‘.h reference to paragraphs 2 and 3 of your report, I have the honan;?o. state that.I.am
not aware if the group of latrines therein referred to has been placed under municipal Fapeerasion,
1 conclude that such is not the case from finding the latrines and the streets anfl }mes in the same
objectionable condition at my inspection about a week ago as they were when vtsxtod .and reperted
on by you. The position of this collection of l&trinef is marked on the map with thm strokes of
Indian ink and is numbered 2. They occupy botk sides of the street., and are regurdod bythose
inhabitaits who are not personally interested in them as ?ompl,e,te nmsanceﬁ. H.wing oagmo?fso
i e myself at times, I can bear testimony to their extremely oﬁ'?n?ne md:twn, pau:bwu.
larly during the wet season of the year. Though, as faras 1 knov.v, ‘thxs :jst}x? ou}y collection of
unlicensed public latrines in'the town, there are isolated places of a similar deacnphon. mctemd ‘aB'
the town, and distributed at the rate of about two o_r three to each street, the position of these
o . places may be recognised by the existence of unroofed courts*
5 :la:l:irbo’? i'&i&“?l?ﬁ:}?’ gty enclosed by mud-walls of considerable height, the entrance into
| the courts being effected through a door of wood or wicker work
secured either with a chain and padlock, or hasp aud. staple fasterned with a piece O{ﬁio}? j‘he
conservancy of these places is carried out in the partial and 'pnm.lhve manner desenbed n:r’your
report. Irrespective of the objection which attaches to them as jmperfectly-kept pu.bhc latrines,
they are also objectionable from being to a great extent filled 'with ran_k vegetgtmg pmba.’bly 155
infosfed rith ephilgs)-and also, from.the fackofths needloselyhigh Saclofiure walls interfuring ™ =
it A Troe DORREION AL ! 2 - 1) 3 Vo Pl
£ ?ef?z:m m'*m that in Military Cantonments such unlicensed public Tateiues are not
permitted (vide paragraph 16, section 10 page lﬁfi,.of the )@fdlggl Code), and f'h“; ,‘he mnmcxpd
regulations make special provision for the maintaining o’f sujtable commen and licensed - public
necessaries in all stations, Civil and Military, under Municipal law.—Vide -paragraphg 90 and 91,
seetion 10, page 232, of the Medical Code. R T e SR )

8. With reference to the concluding paragraphs (6 and 7) of your report which refer o the
inconvenience ‘occasioned to tlie jail warders and police.and the inhabitants of the north portion
of the town, from the location of the market in the extreme south end, I have the honour to state
that, as far as I am aware, no change has been made. The jail subordinates complain greatly of
the distance they are required to travel to procure their daily supplies, and the grievance with
reference to the Jail Police brought forward by Captain Porteous, Superintendent of Police, and

e T B3 r‘f p
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quoted i.n your report, remains the same,
market is shown on the map by a dotted line
words, between going and returning, \
can be obtained for the day’s meal,

M

The distance in a direct line between the Jill and
the distance by road amounts to 23 miles or in other
five miles of ground have to be traversed before a bit of meat

Stareas : . ey N =
NT showing the Mortality among the Mussulman Commxnity of Rajahmundry during the =
By 4 months of February, March, and April 1872. ' G
— e :w’ 3 ;"‘ )
Names, ez Pralaie’s:
: Age. | D Name of ground of
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1st May 1879, (Signed)  J. BILDERBECK,
Surgeon:
We %l‘tlfy the above to bé & ‘coen

'lltion during th ect statement of the mortality among the Mahomedan popu-
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18t May 1873,

(Signed)  J. BILDERBECK.
Surgeot.

ey

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
18tk July 1872.

No. 74. Orper THEREON, 18th July 1872, No. 902.

The Government see no necessity for laying down rules for limiting the

sanitary inspection of Municipalities as suggested by the late Acting Collector of
the Godavery District.
2. Where, as in Rajahmundry, there is a Civil Surgeon, it is the duty of
that Officer to keep the Municipal Commissioners informed of any danger that is
threatening the public health and to 'suggest remedial measures, and in the case
of his advice being disregarded, and the danger being of a pressing character, to
move the Collector and Magistrate of the District to enforce sanitary precautions.
The inspections made periodically by the Deputy Inspector-General and by the
Sanitary Commissioner are of great importance, and the Government cannot doubt
that their advice will receive the careful consideration of the Municipal Commis-
sioners. ,

3. The present reference to Government would appear to have been caused
by an official irregularity in the Medical Department which led to the Superin-
tendent of the Central Jail being directed to perform the duty which properly
belonged to the Civil Surgeon who is * ex-officio” the Sanitary Officer of the
station.

4, This irregularity would appear to have been in a measure due to the
imperfect docket, which bears Dr. Balfour’s signature, on the report of the Deputy
Inspector-Greneral.

5. The Government will be glad to receive from the President of the Rajah-
mundry Municipal Commission a brief report on the measures taken to give effect
to the recommendations made by both Dr. Blacklock and Dr. Cornish for the
abatement of the nuisances caused by the defective latrines and intramural grave-
yard in the town of Rajahmundry.

(True Extract.)

R. 8. ELLIS,
Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commissions, Godavery District,

Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department, with an enclosure returned. ;
Sanitary Commissioner.

Board of Revenue,

Inspector-General of Jails,

2
bR
EE

Exd, J, Wright,
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