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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
' 8th July 1872. '

R | R N o e ot o TR it s T S

No. 54. Read the following letter from W, M. CADELL, Esq., Officiating
President of the Municipal Commission , Combaconum, to the Chief Secre.
tary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Vallam, 7th May 1872,
No. 87:—

It is with much regret and reluctance that I find myself obliged to forward to
Government, for their decision, the accompanying somewhat bulky correspondence
which has taken place relative to a drain proposed to be constructed in the Town
of Combaconum, and as to which a difference of opinion has arisen between the
Vice-President and Mr. O’Shaughnessy. T was in great hopes I would have at one
time had the matter settled amicably as between these gentlemen, and partly with
this object in view I proceeded to Combaconum where I remained three days. " I
then took occasion not only to visit the disputed drain, but went over the whole of
the Thepermanullur Channel from its old head in the Cavery to its present one—
a distance of about 2} or 8 miles. The re-opening of this channel and the keep-
ing it free from accumulations and rubbish has, I may observe, long since been deter-
mined, and by competent professional authority, to be the only effective means of
draining the town, and, in accordance with this opinion, the drain was in the year
1857 fully dug out, cleared, and for some years afterwards there were no complaints
of the want of drainage. Latterly, however, the channel has been encroached on
and planted, and in some places and for long distances entirely obliterated. The
consequence has been that the drainage of the town has again been greatly impeded,
and, after the heavy rains in November last, I am assured by the Tahsildar and
other respectable persons who live in the street on the east side of Reddy Rayar
Agraharam, that the water did not subside for two months.

2. To come now, however, to the matter of the present dispute. The facts
of the case may thus be briefly stated. K. Raghunatha Row, the present Vice.
President, lives on the south bank of the Cavery, and between that river and the
north street of the Reddy Rayar Agraharam, to the east of his house, there is a
piece of low-lying ground which formerly belonged to the family of the Rajah’s
priest; and into this land used to drain the sewage of the four or five houses
on the north of the Reddy Rayar Agraharam. Subsequently, however, after K.
Raghunatha Row purchased the land, he raised it and improved it at a very con-
siderable cost ; the sewage of the houses thus alluded to was necessarily impeded,
and for some time past each house has had its own sewage oozing through the wall
by a small aperture to the street leading to Sholappa Moodelly Agraharam, which
lies to the west.

3. No doubt the discharge of these separate sewages nearly opposite K.
Raghunatha Row’s was and is a great and intolerable nuisance, and it is, therefore,
not to be wondered at that, for some Years past and previous to his nomination as
Vice-President, he has strenuously exerted himself to get rid of what must neces-
garily be most obnoxious and prejudicial to health. Various plans were devised,
and amongst these a line of drainage to the west terminating in a cesspool was
recommended by Mr. Walch ; this plan, however, does not seem to have com-
mended itself to the Commissioners, and, indeed, both the author of it and the
then Vice-President, Mr. Arundel, appear to have considered that the measure was
in itself one of very doubtful expediency.
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sl gf‘?c;;igz ::“K thll{xs kept in abeyance, but since his succession to the
RIS SR » K. Raghunatha Row has himself devised the present plan,
ettt inl}: Lo'ttl as been taken not only by Mr. O’Shaughnessy, but by many
e abitants of the town. In the absence of an accurate professional
plan, it is difficult to place before the Government an exact idea of what th
I:;:i];:t; ::re, btl:t the pl.an A. submitted by K. Raghunatha Row himsel? (ande:(e)
b S L e

! 5 2 ow and Mr. Walch a i
g;lcg:ly; ;é)i[zlostjce; one drain was to be taken out towards the r:v:::atl:l);::gi dp;:cll!zfy:
e gin a cesspool, while the other is a deep masonry channel running in
ront of two thlckly-populated streets skirting on its very edge a tank and 4
and ﬁnally' to be di.scharged through private property inti a chan“:;l :;})sgﬁd a;
g;‘:lsz;ltte e'm:l? o}rlxly in nam'e, but where there is a small pit about tw; ya:dg ?n
be throvl;r,l baI:l; v:}:vever’- patig Gy ﬁ!le.d up, the filthy sewage must of necessity
intolerable xmis:mc:’ni;3 X :I; ca-mle 5 and, it is almost needless to say, must prove an
i o the inhabitants of the streets through which the channel

5. After personally inspecti i
T 1specting the spot in company with the Tahsild
(Commissioner) and the late and present Deputy Tahsildars)Eall of whom :r: inx

mately acquainted with the town), I spoke for a long time personally to K. Ragh
natha Ro.w,. and .pointed out to him what the inevitable effects of h{s ro'e:ct rs ut—
under existing circumstances, necessarily be. All, however, he wouldr:aaJ w ;\:’ ¢
I should stop the work ; this 1 declined to do, knowing I h;,d no wer}; :fl 5
1.;0 do, and after another meeting of the Commissioners, at which I!;:as note kg
it was, on the suggestion of one of the Commissioners, agreed to * po fpresent,
admission of the sewage till the Thepermanullur Channel had been opened F; 55 t}f
( Vide enclosure marked 10.) - et
6. Such, then, are the facts of the present dispute; which, I fear, i
at an end. . I cannot but express my very great regret and disa, o1 t’ 2 il
part the Vice-President has taken in the matter ; I do not wish fop t!'c1 %ent 'at =
remotest degree improper motives to him or to any man, but a'b]'n i
of course be judged by their public acts, and it is, I say ,a ain pu't;xc e b
I cannot approve of the Vice-President’s conduct in this n?a.tte,r WII s
further here add that, to avoid swelling this correspondence to a.n : g s
I have ventured to add a few hand-notes in red-ink on the margi P
papers, for which I beg to be excused. ; i
7. Buf, apart from this individual cas ink it i i i
to t.he notice of Government the state of af;;iist};;n]:l:: go‘::lllt;(:fht : Should'bl:mg
which came to my own knowledge when lately there. T
8. There is a dig.:,vlott newspaper published at Combaéonum called the Comb
con;z-m Atheneeum, of which K. Raghunatha Row is one of the prineipal ‘mtl 3
an supporters., and the editorials of which, it is understood, are (l:)ont}z‘g\;::lfl (:)rs
f,v:{:'_;, c:)i; zf: uis::st:n: Mastirz hm the College. I beg to submit,, for the infornfatioz:
» & copy of this paper of the 23rd March ich it wi
;.t once be seen t.hat the information used in the article co:ﬁ;t,ofi;n;a:': ‘211;: ‘:l](;
rom the Municipal Office. Ever since the parapets of the Cavery Bridgen:cfi'e

i b Al
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knocked down by the Vice-President in July last, there has been a considerable
amount of animosity between the Vice-President and the Executive Engineer; and
since that time this paper has been made use of to foment this feeling and to exalt
the Vice-President and his party at the expense of Mr. O’Shaughnessy and others.
I beg to assure Government that, personally, I would not even have noticed this
publication, but I am assured both by European and Native gentlemen residing
at Combaconum, for whose opinion I entertain respect, that the paper has a most
mischievous effect, and that its aim and tendency is to throw ridicule and contempt
on those who entertain other opinions than those of its supporters.

9. But it seems to me, whether this be the case or not, that such a state of
things is not likely to contribute either to the future harmony or the efficient work -
ing of the Commission ; at present it is extremely difficult to get any of the most
respectable and independent Native gentlemen to serve as members of this Com-
mission, and of the nine members, of whom it is at present constituted, two of the
most able and useful members have given up attending its meetings, simply feeling
that their presence was useless, as the majority of the members, with the aid of the

local organ, carried everything before them.

s
List of Enclosures.
Mr. O'Shaughnessy’s first letter addressed to the President, dated 13th February 1872,
,, O'Shaughnessy’s second letter to the President, dated 16th March 1872.
,, Arundel’s Minute, dated 17th November 1869.
,, Walch's letter to the Vice-President of Combaconum Municipality, dated 31st May
1870.
5. Proceedings of the Commissioners, dated 2nd June 1870.
Do. do. 13th June 1870.
“/ 7. Vice-President’s letter to the President on Mr. 0'Shaughnessy’s letter, dated 16th
February 1872.
8. The President’s letter, dated 7th March 1872,
9. Proceedings of the Commissioners, dated 14th March 1872.
10. Vice-President’s letter to the President in answer to letter, enclosure No. 8.
11. Proceedings of the Commissioners, dated 15th April 1872.
12. Vice-President’s letter to the President in explanation of the petitions and mazarnamas.
5 Plans, from A. to E. both inclusive.

—_—

17 Total number of enclosures.
1 Combaconum Atheneum of 23rd March 1872.

—_—

mo o

o

18
(Signed) K. RAGHUNATHA ROW,
20¢th April 1872. Vice-President.
No. 55. OrpER THEREON, 8th July 1872, No. 884.

The Government consider it advisable that the Superintending Engineer
ghould visit Combaconum in company with Mr. Cadell, and give his opinion on
the drain proposed and begun by the Municipal Commissioners.

9. TIn the event of the Superintending Engineer’s opinibn being adverse to
its construction and the Commissioners refusing to yield, it will be open to the



— .
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Magistrate of the District to issue an injunction under the Code of Criminal
Procedure to stop the work as a public nuisance,

middle of a town necessarily must be.
3. The Government, however

» are confident that the Commissioners will
be guided by the advice of the Superintending Engineer, and that this extreme
measure will not be necessary.

4. The Superintending Engineer should avail himself of the opportunity to
se the best means for the removal of

the nuisance complained of in case he is
opposed to the construction of the drain.

which an inefficient drain in the

(True Extract.)

Acting Under Secy. to Govt.

To the Officiating President of the Combaconum Municipal Commission, Tanjore.
»»  Public Works Department, with 18 enclosures.

Exd. J. Wright,
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Taz OFFICTATING PRESIDENT
or s COMBACONUM MUNICIPAL
COMMISSION,

Tanjore,

&e., &e., &c.

Dated July, 8th.

DR A SR RRPSLER P

Q. 0., 8tk July 1872, No. 884,

JULY.
Nos. 54-55.

\l“‘l‘l‘l\ll‘lll‘l‘l‘lll‘{

Passing orders on a letter from the Officiating
Preaident of the Combaconum Municipality, for-
warding certain corregpondence regarding a drain
proposed to be constructed in the Town of Comba-

* gonum.,
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