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No. 36. Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Com;b
mission, Coimbatore, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Coimbatore, 5th June 1872, No. 9:—

I have the honour to forward the Annual Report of the Coimbatore Munici-
pality for 1871-72 with detailed observations of the Commissioners and form as
required in G. O., 4th May 1872, No. 627, Financial Department.

2. The ohlef pomtg Tam desu-ed to remark on are the working of the insti-
tution and the feelmg of the people (so far as it ean be ascertamed) regarding it,
and an expression of opinion is required as to the effect of tolls on the traffic of
the country, and,-in particular, whether instances of oppression or irregularity on
the part of the toll colleetors have come to notice.

3. Working of the institution—Dircet tazation—The only direct tax in this
Municipality is the house-tax, nominally rated at 7} per cent. on the valuation.
It is paid without a murmur; but a year ago, when a revision was made by a Sub-
Committee, there was a good deal of complaint as to the re-valuation, which 1
found on personal inquiry was not unfounded. I consequently dxsallowed the
revision, more especmlly as the house-tax was then being raised from 5 to 7} per
cent.

Its incidence is 3} Annas per head of the populatlon as per Census of 187 l

4. [Indirect tazation.—More than a third of the Municipal revenue is raised
by tolls. The rate on a cart-load, say one-third ton of goods, is 2 Annas, which
is not felt to be onerous, is really paid in the end by the consumers, who do not
observe the hand of taxation therein, and the amount is inappreciable.

5. Iam not aware of any other tax which would produce the same amount
with less unpopularity ; certainly, no direct tax would.

6. As regards its working, it has not lessened traffic Jjudging by the rates at
which the tolls are let. Large printed schedule boards are put up at each toll-
gate, immediate redress is at hand; but no complaint of extortion has been made =
the rates also are well known.

7. The other revenues of the Mumclpahty are rents and fees. No profes—
sional or income-tax under another form is levied, and the people apparently
receive full value for their money in tha conservancy, hghtmg, paving, and
improvement of their town.

8. Zmprovements.—As to these, the Commissioners, chiefly native, have
entered into full detaxl in the body of their report, so that I need only summa-
rize them—

(1.) Latrines—Of late large sums have been spent in erecting these conve-
niences; they are characterized by comfort and decency. The female population
are especlally provided for, and care taken to ensure privacy. Much pollution of
streets is thereby-avoided. ' :

(2.) The natural increase of population and overcrowding of the town has
been met by the reclamation of a suburb, 16 acres in extent, formerly a mldemess Vv
of prickly-pear, but on high and airy ground :

(8.) Care has been taken, by the removal of noxious trades from the viei-
nity of the tank basin which forms the southern ‘boundary of the town, to secure +
this bagin from pollution of men and animals, It was a resort asa latrme, but
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now, it is hoped, it will become an airy and healthy place of recreation. During

:ioﬂt bI;alﬂ ofdth; 3";&1’ and during the short period when it is submerged the water

of obtainiis e ;:ha.n forme?rly . I may here mention that there is no possibility

e § a supply of runmng water to the town except during a short time in l
e year, and that the chief dependence of the people must be on wells.

(4.) Some new wells have bee 4
e e e : n dug and others mmproved for the benefit '

(5.) In thenew part of the town broad roads and streets are laid out ; in |

older parts lanes have been o i
: : it pened out for y
pensation being given for property thus inva;:;matmn % adic, suitable com-

(6.) The old District Jail purchased by the Municipality has been adapted

to the purposes of a market. There was a mistake about the transformation of the

l
. :
::lila :’laf’:ﬂ mﬁ)lan open marlfet instead of into bazaar shops, which, it seems, was j
iyt people rea]lz required ; but this was eithor not foreseen, or else not |
q;oug_ into dne Qr?mnence. I found the alterations well advancec’l when I took ‘
ﬁ' argea:lf the Municipal affairs ; however, and notwithstanding, the market will be
- finanei 7;y merlxlesst:ul from the rent of shops, and is P!‘M‘rﬁ%l’impfowment J
thus infp;ivizg eﬁ:ﬁiﬁ’ :ﬁp:;ndd-m enlarged by buying up adjacent huts, 1
additions to the institution, L e S yowthion' o vis |

(8.) Some useless land in the basin of itk o

i ;i | Of the tank is being reclai ithout

bed anc}ln :iguth;:: er] by .gbt;leftﬂnh The reclaimed land is &?1;1:;33 f:m :lt:o
¥ suitable for topes, and thus th E ‘

lessened and the effluvium of drying 'm:ld'or wus zi:ffal}Ol:'edwatarspread will be

| native community in self- H Jepeicd ¢1in gradually educating the
¢ government s 3 :
public spirit, a conspicuous in » 1 bringing classes together, and in evoking

Government in our Hon"l'al_'x Se Qret::y:);{’ nglgl' sltrl:g to bring to the notice of
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i 0:0;;16(: th?ir report, I have the honour to
No. 200. ’ cted in G. O, dated 2nd March 1872,

2. DI'. Da«ViS had char
300113:: :fl ;h:g:uar under report, during which the health of the town was good, ]
treatment, ROX Aotk absent, and intermittent fever easily yielding to l

- 3. Dr. Davis spe

forward it also with observa

ge of the hospital for nine, and Dr, Rogers for three,

cially adverts ¢ a

- Municipality, that of ntroducing the (o
valence of venereal disease,

-subjec't that was brought before the "'
ntagious Diseases’ Act, in regard to the pre- [‘1
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5. I notice that Dr. Davis is of opinion that the resort for treatment is far
under his estimate of the prevalence of the disease, and he gives some reasons
which, however, are not more applicable here than elsewhere, and he further notices
the fact that the percentage of persons treated is as great here as where there are
Lock Hospitals. Although indicating his predilections in favour of introducing the
Act, yet to those who must undertake the responsibility of carrying out such a
measure, the practical consideration of its probable working, the domiciliary visits,
the possible abuse of authority, and other concomitants of the Aet have to be
weighed. The social conditions, when the Act is found of most service, are
abnormal and doubtless justify measures which may inspire other communities
with dissatisfaction.

6. The Lying-in Hospital has at last been resorted to. An institution of this
sort, however, will only be resorted to by the very poorest class when the
midwife is of the Pariah caste, and the education of native practitioners, male and
female, in midwifery seems to afford the best prospect of improvement.

7. On the whole, the institution may be said to he popular under the skilful
and kind treatment of its Civil Surgeons and their Assistants.

Report of the Municipal Commissioners of the Town of Coimbalore for the Official
year 1871-72. '

Before proceeding to notice the operations of the year in question we beg to offer some genera |
remarks,

2. As generally is the case with most new institutions which are not looked on favourably by
the public, more especially where they impose any expense on them, until they appreciate the
advantages conferred by them, so, in respeet of the introduction of the Municipal enactment, the
people were not quite satisfied although no direct protestations were made; but, now that the
enactment has been in force in Coimbatore since November 1866, there having already been since
March 1865 a voluntary association under Act XXAIL of 1850 on a very limited scale with only
one source of income, viz., the house-tax, and the public have had time to see the useful improvements
that have from time to time been effected, they have become accustomed to it, and, far from being
dissatisfied, we, as representatives of the general public, can safely assert that they view it with
much satisfaction and do not grudge the expense that it has imposed on them but consider it doubly
re-paid by the good derived. We also congratulate ourselves on the ready obedience of the towns-
people to all legal Municipal authority and the still greater ease with which the taxes are collected .
We havenot heard a single complaint made of oppression on the part of the Municipal tax or toll-
collectors, and have not had to resort to much coercion. We only do justice to our feelings and
those of the public in saying that in administering the Act we are much indebted to our President
for his ready and cordial co-operation, the unsparing and self-denying manner in which he has at

all times attended to Municipal operations, and the valuable suggestions he has made in carrying -

them out. The different taxes imposed are very moderate, and we do not consider that they hay
proved onerous to the people. :

3. The chief sources of income from taxation are noted in the margin. House-tax was levied

1. Tax on houses. at 7% per cent. of the gross annual rental and yielded 24 per cent.
. Do, on vehicles and animals. i - . :

:: lxi)e(;i g;‘vﬁone by of the total receipts. The a.sse.ssmelft is very light, ave?%gmg
4. Tolls, about Rupees 1} per house, and is satisfactory to the public, as,

indeed, was shown when a revision of assessment was lately attempted, which, however, was much
objected to by the people, who with one voice declared that he present assessment, which was made
in 1866, was the most proper one, ;

g g

e,
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filled in with rich soil, and it is in contemplation to adapt a portion of this garden for a Municipal
nursery and for experimental cultivation of irrigated products. A set of latrines has also been
erected for the use of the people resorting to the market. The Municipal office, which was before
held in the Civil Court buildings, was removed to the hospital portion of the jail buildings altered
for the purpose. It contains a spacious board-room, a room for the clerks and records, and two
godowns for stores. The compound has been fenced with wire and wooden posts. The market
already yields a monthly revenue of Rupees 160-6-0.
8. Many of the people having been in need of sites for houses it was thought expedient to
utilize the north-west suburb of the town, which was in extent 16 acres, mostly covered with thick
bushes of prickly-pear and hollows, but on high ground. The Municipality contributed the 3
formation of broad streets or roads, while the people with their own labour levelled and cleared
their building sites. Being mostly poor they could contribute labour for their own interest easier
than money. They were also assisted to the improvement of a water-supply by an old well having
been enlarged and improved. A pair of latrines was also erected for their and their neighbours’
use. Several huts situated in close proximity to the dispensary, the compound of which had to be
extended to make room for the erection of additional buildings, were removed and the owners
granted sites in the north-western suburb. There were altogether 150 applications for sites, which
were granted, and 29 houses have been already built—18 roofed with tiles and 11 with cocoanut
leaves—and 61 are in course of construction. -
9. Certain lanes too narrow to allow of a free passage for the scavengering carts were
widened, and compensation was granted to the owners of the grounds taken for the purpose. Sites
were purchased for the erection of latrines in these lanes. One of these latrines was constructed
during the year and is being utilized, the other will be shortly commenced. ”
~ 10. A large proportion of Municipal new works consisted in very well-phnmed and decent
la,trmes on the dry-earth system. They are well protected by tiled roofs, completely ventilated, and
are now being much sppreaia.ted Each latrine has got a toty attached to it with a store of dry
earth ready supplied. As soon as the people leave the latrines the toty sprinkles dry earth on the
* Thero aro altogother 15 Municipal - evacuations, which are afterwards swept up and carted away to a
Intrines. distance. Each* latrine with 12 seats costs Rs. 255, orRs. 21-4-0°
;-nr seat. The Municipality ﬁnd it cheaper to maintain their own bullocks and carts, beang of
opinion that this system is less expensive than the contract system. Bullocks as they begin to
decline are sold in auction and new supplies are provided. There were altogether 16 single
~ ‘oullock carts and 11 double bullock carts. Six bullocks were sold as unserviceable ; 18 bullocks were
purchased in their stead. Six carts were also newly constructed. Each single bullock cart has
attached to it two scavengers and each double bullock cart three, and all carts are furnished with
shovels. The principal streets are cleaned twice a day. The rubbish is deposited in a place far
away from the inhabited parts. It is found difficult to induce ryots to remove it to their fields even
- without payment, and steps are taken to prevent accumulations by burning it.

11. The town may be said to be in a fairly clean state. In order to secure an efficient
supervision the town has been divided into six districts of convenient sizes, and each district is
placed in charge of a Native Commissioner, the President exercising a general supervision -over all
divisions, This we consider is a very convenient arrangement, calculated the better to ensure proper
efficacy in the working of the Municipal Act than employing a number of low-paid Nuisance
Inspectors. There is also an officer called Superintendent whose duty is to carry out all instrue-
tions in respect of Municipal improvements.

12.  The chief supply of drinking water is derived from wells, and they are looked after and
cleaned when necessary. They are generally free from surface pollutions. There are two reser-
voirs which are entirely utilized for bathing and washing clothes. During the year under review
five wells and one reservoir were cleaned and improved at a cost of Rupees 341-4-0. These reser.
voirs are drained as often as is necessary. The Peria and Valan Tanks, which form the southern
boundary of the Municipality on the Pothanore road, also afford a supply of drinking water to the
neighbourhood. These tanks a.re, however, dry during the greater part of the ycar, more especially

B
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Yrom W. E. SHEPHERD, Esq., to the President of the Municipal Commission, Coimbatore, dated
Coimbatore, 13th May 1872,
I have the honour to report that I have audited the Municipal accounts for the year ending
31st March 1872 and found them perfectly correct.
The usual annual statement is herewith enclosed.
All documents, registers, and vouchers required by Regulations are kept and have been duly
checked, and the accounts are quite clear and satisfactory. g

Annual Report of the Civil Dispensary for the year 1871, Coimbatore.

In-patients. Out-patients.
Remained, 31st December 1870 .., ... ... ... .. 6 19
i S B N TR St RSN e P MR ) | 5,874
Diseharged. “ii' uned e see venhan Suss eas e 127 5,861
Died 24 16
Remaining, 31st December 1871 ... ... ... ... ... 12 16
5 e e TR AR R, S IRt 2964

General observations on the Civil Dispensary, Coimbatore, from st January till 1st October
1871, by Surgeon W. Farquhar Davis, M.D., F.R.C.S.

The Civil Dispensary at Coimbatore has continued during the last nine months to flourish.

The amount of sickness treated as out-patients has been a considerable increase on the numbers for
the same period of 1870, and the in-patients almost exactly the same, 1. e., 121, this againsgt 123

last year. The former fact is very gratifying, showing, as it does, that in the more ordinary

complaints common to the people very free resort is had to the institution.

The general state of health in the town during the past nine months has been decidedly good.
Cholera has not shown itself, and small-pox has been almost entirely absent. Some prominence in
the district and town was given to intermittent fever during the earlier months of the year ; but
the disease was mild and easily removed.

While on-this part of the subject I may mention that a petition to the authorities to introduce
a Health Act has been made and the following notes on the venereal disease submitted to the
President of the Municipal Sub-Committee :—

¢t The venereal disease in the town of Coimbatore, I have reason to believe, is very common,
and the instances of it treated, although numerous, do not, I well know, represent fairly the,
amount of the disease as compared with that of others for which free resort is had to the institu-
tion. The causes of this difference are not, of course, far too seek, and apart from the natural
dislike entertained by the more respectable classes of the community to have such “infirmities’
made known is the fact that among the employés of Government (a noticeable proportion of the
men) any such affection is positive bar to many of the privileges of the service, as regards pension,
&c. The number of cases treated during the last four years are of themselves an indication of
much venereal disease amongst the population, and compared with other places I think the
average number (314) annually must be considered so. I find it on record that this is nearly as
m:my: 48 the annual numbers admitted into the Presidency Lock Hospitals.

Into the general question of its being advisable or otherwise to introduce a Health Act I do
not feel inclined to enter ; but, having seen several grave instances lately of utter ruin to health
and life being the direct result of the ““do-nothing’* policy, my leanings as a Health Oicer may
fairly be guessed.

The fatal cases have been almost entirely those of persons sent by the Native Magistrates in
a hopeless condition, and the hospital is thus made use of as a last resting place for worn-out
tramys and other paupers.”

No change has as yet taken place in the building or compound. There is every likelihood,
however, of the unsightly huts in the north-west corner being speedily removed, the Collector
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having applied to Government to sanction the ground being taken up. The female latrine might

oom for a separate building for contagious cases.
The funds of the institution are in a very fair state,

from the change of investment from 5 to 4%
Financial Department, still the funded capital
the burthen to the Local Funds or Municipalit

and, although some little loss will result
per cent. Government paper lately ordered in the
will go far to prevent the institution being nearly
y such institutions are in some other places.

The Lying-in Ward has just begun to be an accomplished fact.
wents, and, although quite natural, still in the infancy of the i
induce any woman to come.

There have been six confine-
nstitution the difficulty is to
part of the charity attended
necessary ; but in each of them coma had

I have also in connexion with this
cases in the town in which operative interference was

already appeared and they were quite hopeless.

The Hospital Assistants have been changed re
incumbent, so to speak, is 1st Class Hospital Assistant
former yearly reports will show what my estimate of .
the date of my assuming medical charge (6th October . i
nor any epidemic disease has shown itself in Coimbat SRR e

ore, and the remarks r /i b
“ the general state of health in the town during the o it

Past nine months has bheen decided] ¥
. the ¥ goo
may be applied to the whole year. After the raing in November and December catarrhal fever

became slightly prevalent in the district.

Compared with last year there has
increase in the number of out-patients,

peatedly during the year. The permanent
M. Veerasawmy Naidu, A reference to many
the charagter of this subordinate is.
1871) to the end of the ye

been a slight decrease in th

e number of in-patients and
as shown below :— i

In-paTIENTS. Our-PaTIENTS,

Cases. Deaths,
1870557 T ey i,
Lk B g
Decrease, .. 14 _7 354 1

Increase... 354 11

The surgical operations performed during the year are ag follow :—
Nature of operations,
Amputation of thigh ; 1
Dislocation of shoulder joint . PO et 1
Fracture of left arm ; 1 :gcduc.e :
Do.  of left forearm AT A 1 Set, ks
Do, ol fingers - o o+ 4 P d el
7
5

—_—

No. Remarks,

Suceessful,

Foreign bodies in the nose ... Eet, do.
Do. in the ear xtracted.

The financial statement is appended, which shows an el 4 RuDo. P
excess of receipts. This excess is, however, more than accounted for by the e\f e e St' ‘—l‘d-l -
the expenditure of Rupees 620 for the purchase of land required for the ettensio;lu t{) lona% item in
compound. 3 of the dispensary

In addition to the six eases mentioned by m
admitted in the Lying-in Ward. The benefits of ¢
appreciated.

The purchase of the land required for the proposed new hu
huts alluded to by Dr. Da.Vis h?e been removed. Plan and estimates are in course of preparation
:"3:‘ :nc f::p?;z;.d G Separate operating room, and other essential requisites

During the last year 11 in-patients dieted themselyes,

11.y predecessor three more women have been
18 part of the institution are becoming more

ildings has been effected, and the

COIMBATORE, (Signed)

1st January 1872 C. J. ROGERS, Surgeon Major,
8 .

Civil Surgeon.

i it T e e
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No. 37. OrpER THEREON, 5th July 1872, To. 871.

With his letter above recorded the President of the Coimbatore Municipality
submits the annual report for 1871-72 accompanied by the statements prescribed
by G. O. 28th October 1871, No. 1646. J ' -

2. The Municipal accounts were audited by Mr. Shepherd and found correct.
The receipts for the 11 months ending the 31st March 1871 were Rupees 28,828
against the Budget estimate of Rupees 27,371, being chiefly derived from the
house-tax and tolls. The surplus over the estimate is apparently attributable to
the large sum (Rupees 2,771) derived from the sale of certain land in connexion
with a reclamation scheme approved by Government. The collections during the
yeai under review were much more satisfactory than in 1870-71. The arrears of
the previous year were collected in full, and of the current demand there was a
balance left of only Rupees 956.

3. The expenditure during the year was Rupees 25,781, or upwards of Rupees _
2,800 over the Budget estimate. -The balance in favour of Municipal funds was
Rupees 3,046. The Government observe that nothing was contributed to the Loeal
Fund Board of the Coimbatore Circle for the maintenance of the road between the
Pothanore Station and Coimbatore, though in G. 0., 21st June 1871, No. 891, the
charge of this road was entrusted to the Local Fund Board and the Municipality
debited with 1,500 Rupees for its maintenance. A sum of Rupees 781 only was
spent, apparently by the Commissioners themselves, on the up-keep of this road
including the portion lying within the Municipal boundaries.

4. The further information submitted with reference to the working of this
Municipality, called for in G. O., 4th May 1872, which will be considered more
fully in the general report to the Government of India, shows that as regards
Coimbatore the working of Act IIL of 1871 has been a great success. This, no
doubt, is in a great measure due to the lively interest in the town manifested by
the Municipal Commissioners.

5. The report on the Civil Dispensary is equally encouraging. There were
157 patients and 5478 out-patients treated during the year. The receipts were
Rupees 2,144 and the expenditure Rupees 2,547 : the excess in the expenditure is

;1 accounted for by the payment of Rupees 620 as compensation for land taken up in
* order to extend the dispensary compound. This institution has a balance in its
+ favour of Rupees 22,246. '

(True Extract.)
W. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Coimbatore.
,» Public Works Department.
,» Revenue do.
,» Board of Revenue.
,» Accountant-General.
,» Sanitary Commissioner. '
,» Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department.
,» Director of Public Instruction.
,» President of the Local Fund Boards, Coimbatore.

Exd. A, S. Rodgers.
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