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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
30th May 1872,

Read the

No. 167. From the Rev. E. CHESTER, m.p., in charge of Dindigul Dispen-
sary, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort 8t. George, dated Dindi-
gul, 14th February 1872,

I have the honour respectfully to request the kind consideration of Govern-
ment to one of the sections in the Proceedings of the Madras Government, January
20th, 1872.

2. Government have for the past six years shown such great kindness to me
and my dispensary work that I cannot believe they would willingly pass an Order
which is so discouraging to me and so damaging to my work.

3. The section is the 12th and reads as follows, * The thirteenth item, with
an assignment of Rupees 1,500, is for the erection of a building for the Civil Dispen-
sary at Dindigul. As this institution is within the Municipality of that place and
is to be transferred to the Commission shortly, the Board of Revenue do not see
how the cost of any addition to the building can be charged to Local Funds. No
explanation is afforded either by the Budget Sub-Committee’s report or by the
President’s letter. The total expenditure being given in the Sub-Committee’s
report as Rupees 72,100, it would scem as if the allotment had been left in the list
through inadvertence. It has accordingly been struck out.”

4. Tf Government will kindly refer to the Proceedings of the Madras Govern-
ment, Financial Department; 31st August 1871, Nos. 149 and 150, they will
clearly understand why the Budget Sub-Committee made no explanation of this
allotment by the Local Fund Board to the Dindigul Dispensary.

5. It was because the Budget Sub-Committee omitted to recognize the
Dindigul Dispensary further than to make the allotment. which Government had
granted in G. O., No. 262, dated March 3rd, 1869, of Rupees 50 a month, that the
officer in charge of the Dindigul Dispensary, who is a member of the Local Fund
Board, Dindigul Circle, brought the matter distinctly before the Board.

6. As a result of this the Board almost unanimously voted the items for
establishment, country medicines, contingencies, &e., and also the abovementioned
Rupees 1,500 for the erection of a permanent building for the Civil Dispensary at
Dindigul, as may be seen by referring to the resolutions passed at the meeting of
the Local Fund Board, Dindigul Cirele, held in Madura, when the Budget for
1872-73, already referred to, was passed.

7. The Chairman of the Budget Sub-Committee, who was the Vice-President
of the Local Funds’ Board, Dindigul Circle, drew up the Budget and the remarks
on the same and handed the whole to the 2nd and 3rd members to sign. As
they were both in favour of a grant to the Dindigul Dispensary and voted for it
subsequently, they would willingly have signed their names to this had it been
entered in the Budget.

8. The Acting President having recently come into the district, knew but
little even of the Madura Dispensary, and nothing at all of the Dindigul Dispensary,
except as he had received information from the Vice-President.

9. As the Dindigul Dispensary has recently been inspected by.the Deputy
Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department, I feel sure that his report on the
inspection would convince Government that the institution is doing a work for
the district which renders it worthy of_support. :
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10. For years past patients have come from more than 400 different villages
each year, and, though the dispensary is situated within the limits of the Dindigul
Municipality, it assists the villagers of a large distriet, and is as clearly entitled to
assistance from the Local Funds’ Bourd as is the dispensary at Madura.

11, For seven years past the officer in charge of the Dindigul Dispensary has
gladly allowed the use of one of the roomsin his bungalow and the north verandah,
as well as a part of his compound, for the dispensary, and would willingly give it
for as many more years, But the work has increased so much that the quarters
are quite insufficient, and we are not properly protected from the sun in carrying
on the work.

12. By thus striking out this allotment of Rupees 1,500 the Dindigul
Dispensary must also lose the Rupees 500 granted by the Dindigul Municipality
for the erection of a permanent building for the use of the Dispensary, on the
express condition that Rupees 1,500 was granted by the Local Funds’ Board.

13. Government are doubtless aware that the four detached houses for in-
patients and the Lying-in Hospital in connexion with the Dispensary, just erected
on a piece of land belonging to the Dindigul Dispensary, are, with the land, the
property of the Dindigul Municipality. It is distinetly understood that this will
be the case with the building for which the grant already referred to is made and
any hospital buildings erected by the aid of the Dindigul Municipality or the Loca]
Funds’ Board.

14, As I asked the Local Funds' Board for assistance for establishment,
country medicines, contingencies, &c., with something of fear and trembling,
I made out my items of expense at least one quarter less than I knew I should
have to spend. Since that time it has been deemed best for the permanency
and greatest good of the dispensary to have a 1st Class Hospital Assistant, at
Rupees 60 a month, connected with it, instead of one at Rupees 35, as noted in the
grant asked. '

15. I will thus be considerably out of pocket even at the amount granted by
the Local Funds’ Board, and which has just been reduced by Government.

16. Upon what ground Rupees 1,200 seems to Government an adequate
contribution for the Dindigul Dispensary I am at a loss to see; but as half a loaf is
better than none I receive with gratitude the decreased grant.

17. 1 happen to have by my side the financial statement of the Civil
Dispensary at Mannargudy for the year 1869. The disbursements were Rupees
5,014-3-0 for that year, of which the Medical Officer’s salary was Rupees 1,800.
Deduct this last item and we have Rupees 3,214-3-0 for all other expenses. All
I asked of the Local Fund Board and Dindigul Municipality together was Rupees
1,904, and even this amount it deems best to reduce.

—

Referred to the Board of Revenue for report from the Dindigul Local Fund
Board.

.2 The Government are given to understand that Mr. Chester is now willing
to accept the arrangement suggested in G. 0., 21st June 1871, No. 892 Publie, and
that the allotment in question was made by the local Board in consequence.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, I'inancial Department,
30th May 1872.

Should funds be available in 1872-73 the Government will sanction the proposed

grant.
Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
26th February 1872. Acting Chief Secretary.

No. 168.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th April 1872, No. 2772
(Miscellaneous.)

From W. McQUHAE, Esq., Acting President of the Local Fund Boards, Madura, to
the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madura, 23rd March 1872,
No. 74.

With reference tg the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue dated 13th March
1872, Miscellaneous No. 1933, calling for a report on a letter addressed to the
Chief Secretary to Government by the Rev. Edward Chester, m.n., I have the
honour to forward a copy of the resolutions passed by the Local Fund Board,
Dindigul Circle, at a meeting held on the 28th October last for the purpose of
settling the Budget for 1872-73. The error noticed in paragraph 12 of the Board’s
Proceedings dated 22nd December 1871, No. 5129, was not that the allotment of
Rupees 1,500 for a dispensary building at Dindigul was left in the list by mistake,
but that the total expenditure given by the Sub-Commiftee was not altered in
consequence of the resolutions passed at the Budget meeting.

2. A small Municipality like Dindigul cannot afford to erect dispensary build- -
ings for the benefit of the surrounding district, and if such buildings are to be
erected the Local Funds must bear the greater part of the cost.

3. Under the Order of Government dated 31st August 1871, No, 418, Financial
Department, the Local Fund Board appear to be at liberty to give assistance to
this dispensary, which has unquestionably conferred great benefits on the people in
the neighbourhood of Dindigul. Mr. Chester objected to handing over his dispen-
sary to the Local Boards as a local and municipal institution, and I understand
that he still desires that these Boards should have no power of direct interference
with its management. I am not aware that he has changed his views regarding the
offer made in the Order of Government, Public Department, dated 21st June 1871,
No. 892; but I will address him again on the subject.

4. Meanwhile I trust that Government will permit the grants made by the
Local Fund Board to stand under their general orders regarding private dispen-
saries. All buildings erected out of Local or Municipal Funds are to be the property
of the Municipal Commissioners, and the dispensary must ultimately be vested in
them ; but the Rev. Mr. Chester is entitled to special consideration so long as
he remains at Dindigul, for the dispensary was created by him. Funds will be
available as the savings in 1871-72 are considerable.

Eatract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Local Fund Board of the Dindigul Circle,
at @ Meeting held at Madura on the 28th October 1871.
PRrESENT.
W. McQuhae, Esq., Acting President.
H. W. Bliss, Esq., Vice-President.
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. Proceedings of the Madras G’évemmmt, Financial Department,
30th May 1872. '

during the cﬁggnt year, contingently on a grant of Rupees 350 being made by the Dindigul

. Municipal Commissioners for the same object, and that Mr. Chester be requested to commence the
_yubmiaaion of the accounts and returns above referred to from the st proximo. ,

(Signed)  W. McQUHAE,
Acting President.

 Submitted to &ommt with refer wﬁe Aeﬁng Cﬂ:ief Secretary’s

d ‘endomm nt of the 26th Febmag 1872.

2. Under the circumstances, the ﬂroposed grant of Rupees 1, 500 fmrn Looal

Funds for a dispensary bmldmg at Dmdxaul is allowable.
3 The Presidept will report from what source the amount can be provuled,

(True CoPy and Extract.) -
(Slgned) J. GROSE,
i Secretary.
No. 169. - OrpER THEREON, 30th May 1879 No. 727.

The Government approve of the rgsolutlen of the Local Fund Board as regards
the building grant-in-aid of the. Dmd.ugul Dlspensary to be paid from savings of
1871-72. The Municipal Commissioners are authorized to pay their. share, should
they approve the object, from the unallotted balance of 1872-73, amonntmg, accord-

ing to the estimate as revised by Goverﬂment to Rupees 3,000,

2. Resolutions IT. and V. areapproved. The Mnnicxpal estimates have pro-
vided for the Commissioners’ share of these charges.

3. The Local and Municipal bodies will have no power of direct mterference
with the management ; but the Government are convinced that they will eordially
confide in the Rev. Mr. Chester, to whom the town and its vicinity have been so long
indebted. Any representations which they may make will doubtless be received
with consideration by Mr. Chester, and the Government think the request for
accounts a reasonable one. :

4. The Government also sanction the payment of the grants for current
expenses in 1871-72 in arrears (Resolution VIL) if funds are available in the hands
of the Local Board and Municipal Commissioners.

: (True Exfract.)

Chief o_S'ecretary.

To the Board of Revenue.
Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department:

President of the Municipal Commission, Dmd:gul.
Rev. E. Chester, M.D.
Accountant-General,

Exd. A, S. Rodgers.
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