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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
29th May 1872,

N~ 197 aad 1ha PAll e st et DL s ¥ M P )
No. 127. Read the following letter from the I esident of the Municipal Com-
mission, Conjeveram, to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government. Fort
C U ] b S 1o A ' ) NY ~
ot e re dated fj:“i';[ l _“[; ‘\I;'( [ 15y NO, § -
O para f the Government Order, Pub Depai
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Sub-Collector’s special report therein called for regarding the Conjeveram Munici-
pality
) ) S . e ¢ weres bl . : } |
2. This report is complete and well consider wnd 1 havé little to add to it
I that I concur o ATl
raph 21 as tending to the more ¢
y 1 +H T RS - .
5] VWit reference or spent
a week at Conjeveram hortex

periods and at considerable intervals,

g t‘,’ ()

'€ ONnce a quarter. an i have r saquested the Sal (' lact v wrl T W - 47

- OLCC a quarter, and have 1« juesved the dub-Collector, who 1§ TI'OW 1 €X-01Ih

. ~ -y > < { -1 ~ . ﬁ—: 4 »‘ 4 : ] . :

member, to do the same. What the town really needs is a resident Luropean

Davananitad ne T Tnnne A s 3 Pax ] ] EAf # 1
Lovenanted or Uncovenanted Res Mhicer, thoueh I see no prospect o1 U want
pect « : 1t

being supplied. The Municipali ingular, I imagine, in this respect

.

4, As to the second S g the Commissioners now ¢

their own Viee-President in the exercise of the privilege extend
‘ 1ber 1871, No. 1452, and that, in the event

ent
to appoint the Tahsildar ex-officio as such, 1t will be nec

:l.jd 23 !“{ ﬁ( ~l»f%

- . ., - - m A'. ! - ]
permaission, ‘ 18, [fowever, i.n‘;{",{ not be .11(;11-.; o
.

surudin Saib, has been chosen Vice-President.

for the next

three years.
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d. 1 shall revise the establishme: the Acting S Hector submits
definite proposals, which have been ¢ r from him,
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6. 1 -hay € pointe outr to twhe oners the various irr ;_U[‘L;‘;,_,,

mmented on by Mr. Crole and trust
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rxs will re ceive di

and have further informed them that the \ 1ice-President should bel ft uncontrolled
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Sub-Collector has satisfied him hi
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From C. S, CROLE, Esq., Acting Sub-( to he Coll¢ Cl put, dated Ching
yth } | ruar I\'—: N 81
. A g
I hay ne nonour to submi ¢ port o { m \T n ’
for in your predecessor's letter, No. 708, dated 10th J 871 and 'int ooy \
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
20th May 1872.

&l

14, The following appear to be the chief causes for the unsatisfactory state of the Munici-
pality. :

15. Though Conjeveram is near the Presidency town, yet, with the exception of a few in
the public service, it can boast of no independent native gentlemer who have had the benefit of a
liberal education and are possessed of public spirit. Self-government and any real interest in the
welfare of their town seem to be understood by few, if any, of the inhabitants. Everything, there-
fore, depends, and must, it is feared, for years depend, on the energy and local influence of the
Vice-President.

16. The town hasno Covenanted or Uncovenanted Assistant posted there to aid the members
of the Commission by frequent advice.

17. The absence of a responsible officer on respectable pay to attend to details, to which th
Vice-President or the Commissioners cannot be fairly expected to devote much of their time,
seems to be another cause for the mismanagement of the affairs.

18. The desire for specious popularity entertained by the Commissioners, and the feuds and
intrigue which have too often disfigured their proceedings, have also proved obstacles to the proper
and punctual despatch of business.

19. 1 shall fail in my duty if I omitted to mention the last, and, in my humble judgment,
not the least important, of all the causes of the bad success of this Municipality. I allude to
insufficient supervision by the President of the Municipal operations. He rarely, if ever, goes to
Conjeveram. ~ I must here observe that the Sub-Collector, being merely an ex-officio member, can
really effect little, and, however much of interest he may take, any influence he can exercise 18
indirect only and cannot make up for the absence of the President.

20, Want of an Assessor is said to be one of the causes for the inordinate delay in assessing.
I do not think thers is any necessity for such an officer. The Municipality cannot afford to pay
any more for establishment. The two Inspectors at present, who are paid Rupees 20 each, and
the bill collectors, together with a Manager, can, in my opinion, do the Assessor’s work efficiently.
21. My suggestions for putting the Municipality in an efficient state are—

L.—That the President should visit it oftener, at least once in three months.

II.—That in its present state the Tahsildar is the fittest person to be the Vice-President,
and that he should be appointed ex-ofiicio to that office.

[11.—That there should be a Manager on a respectable salary, say Rupees 50 or 60, to
attend to details. Arrangements can be made without increasing the present cost of establish-
ment. The present in-door establishment stands as per margin.
Tt has been sanctioned since the present report was called for ;

Re, A.
One Head Cletkon ... ... 85
,s clerk .. e . e {

Sy LR R e el
Four peons, each .. .. 6
One sweeper .. s - 4

and is calculated rather to extend patronage by a multiplicity
of appointments than to meet the demands of the work of the
office.

IV.—That there should be a change in the Commissioners.

V.—That the administrative details should be entrusted solely to the Vice-President under
the general control of the President, and the other Commissioners should not be allowed to interfere
as they seem to have been doing hitherto.

0
% e 0 - - - - - -
Tl e RS TN ( g but is, in my opinion, entirely unnecessary on its present scale,
0
0

No. 128. OrpER THEREON, 20th May 1872, No. 699,

The Government are glad to find from Mr. Crole’s report that so much progress
has been made in the realization of the heavy arrears outstanding in the Munici-
pality of Conjeveram, and trust that such will not again be permitted to accrue.
The portion reported to be irrecoverable should be written off. '
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