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Tae Hox. R. S. ELLIS, ¢s.,
Chief Seeretary to the Government of Fort St. George,

Tae SECRETARY 1o e GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

SIR,

Referring to your Under Seeretary’s letter, dated the 5th April last, No. 2487,
I am directed to forward copies of the explanations afforded by the Superinten-
dent, Public Works Stores and Workshops, and Mechanical Engineer, F. Harris,
who was in charge of the late Mint Stores, regarding the packing of the Plumbago
Melting Pots sent to the Culcutta Mint.

2. This Government regret that, notwithstanding the care stated to have been
bestowed in the packing and despatch of the pots, so many should have been found
broken on arrival at Calcutta.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Forr St. GEORGE,
RB8th May 1872. Chief Secretary.
From the General Superintendent, Public Works Stores and Workshops, to the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, Fort St. George,
dated Chepauk, 8th May 1872, No. 139.

With reference to G. O., dated 5rd May 1872, No. 18, communicating Order
of Government in the Financial Department, 20th April 1872, No. 548, calling for
an explanation in respect of the packing of the Plumbago Melting Crucibles sent to
Calcutta, I have the honour to state that, as the pots referred to were transferred
with the machinery; &c., from the late Mint to the custody of the Storekeeper of
Machinery, they were stored at the back of the Mint premises under charge of
Mr. F. Harris, Mechanical Engineer, to whom I entrusted the duty of packingthe pots
in question for shipment to Caleutta. Mr. Harris’ explanation is herewith enclosed,
and in endorsing his statements I beg to observe, from an inspection of the broken
pots in store, that there is a wide difference between the English-made crucibles
and those which were manufactured in this country, for while the former will bear
a little rough usage, the latter break to pieces if not carefully handled. I am of
opinion, moreover, that the tumbling about of the cases would in itself be sufficient
to cause the damage complained of. Whilst regretting the loss in the breakage of
the erueibles, I trust that the material which is still serviceable will be utilized in
remoulding the pots, which will then probably be better and stronger than those
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