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No. 335. °~ Read the following letter from Captain J. VERTUE, R. E., Acting
Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to the Secretary to Government,
Public Works Department, Fort St. George, dated Cuddalore, 6th April
1872, No. 6 :—

I have the honour to submit, for the information of Government, a copy of a

letter which I lately addressed to the Collector of South Arcot.
2. This1 do as it seems very probable the Collector will shortly leave the
district, and very probably the subject, which I think a very important one, will

be allowed to drop. :
3. Unless the road is to be constructed partly, or wholly, from Imperial Funds,

it is almost certain this will be the case, as the funds at the disposal of the Local
Fund Board are quite iradequate to maintain all the roads in this district, many of
which have therefore—so far as maintenance grants are concerned—been left out

of this year’s budget.
From Captain J. VERTUE, R. E., Acting Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, to the Collector
of South Arcot, dated Cuddalore, 23rd March 1872, No. 209.

I have the honour to bring to your notice the road partially constructed between Merkanum
and Pondicherry, its present state, and future if completed, as I believe there is no provision for the
work in the Local Fund Budget of next year, and indeed if I understood you rightly, the Local
Fund Board have decided not to carry on this road to completion. o

2. The original estimate was prepared by order of Government after a review of Mr. Clarke's

Report on the salt pans of South Arcot, and amounted to 61,000 Rupees. Subsequently a gravel
quarry was found at the Pondicherry end of the line, which, by lessening the distance of cartage to

a portion of the line, enabled the estimate to be reduced to 49,000 Rupees. This estimate
was submitted to Government on 15th December 1866. In sanctioning the estimate, G. 0., No. 80,
of 10th January 1867, Government remark that it had been considered the line could not be
constructed for less than one lakh of Rupees, but that the importance of the line would have fully _
justified such an expenditure.

3. Five miles of the road have now been completed, and three more, making eight in all, will
be completed by the end of this official year for a total of about 23,000 Rupees, leaving eleven -
miles still incomplete. The Range Officer states that he will complete the road next year if funds
are provided. The expenditure up to the end of this official year will be about 23,000 Rupees,
leaving a balance of 26,000 Rupees for completion.

4. 1 would, in the strongest terms, urge the immediate completion of this road. If itbe left
incomplete, 23,000 Rupees will have been almost entirely thrown away, for the eleven incomplete
miles are through such heavy sand as to render any increase of traffic almost hopeless, unless the
road be completed.

5. The daily average of traffic (principally salt to Pondicherry) was, in 1866, ninety-four carts,
and it is stated to be the same now. There is no doubt that at one time the coast route was the great
line of traffic ; did any doubt exlsi v vhis puing the uumercus end very exteusive choultries and
stone tanks all along the line would be sufficient to prove it.

6. This route has many advantages. Water is to be had everywhere in plenty and clo :
the surface, and the country is well-wooded and shaded, not only with palmyras and cocoanut trees,
but also with enormous tamarind and other trees.

7. The grain produced seems principally of the kind called officially inferior food grains,
producing a very poor return, and a little paddy, which, unless heavily manured with indigo refuse,
is also very poor ; any attempt to make this a grain-producing country is totally out of the question,
and it would be far more profitable to import fodd grain from other quarters, and utilize the soil
for the growth of the productions for which it is eminently suited. Chicf of these are the
palmyra, cocoanut, palm, and cashew-uut tree, all of which may be grown fo any extent at
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#mall cost, also valuable timber trees, and last, but not least,
which the soil js admirably suited,

8. There are along the coast thousands of acres,
ment, covered with sand, in which nothing else wil]
the growth of this tree, ‘

which do not return one rupee to (_}ovem-
grow, but which are admirably suited for

the fuel now eut ang sold is far too small for Ra;

fuel reserves for the Railway,
10. Even as regards Pondicher

& compact piece of ground in

very large fortune,

11. The town is DOW principally supplied from
nearly 50 miles distant, The daily supply is 150 cart-
for 5 Rupees each, Say that this suppl

Jjungles in the neighbourhood of Cingee,
loads which sell in Pondicherry I am informed
¥ might be grown within an average distance of 10 miles ;

40 miles in carriage, equivalent gt only 1 Anna per mile (alow estimate) to
Rupees 2-8-0 per car -load, all, or nearly a1} of which would go into the pockets of the enterprising
speculator, for the expenses of casuarina planting gre small, cattle will not touch it, the timber as
fuel is far superior to common Jungle-wood : and the rupee per bandy-load now levied by jungle
conservancy would be saved. The Jang would, T presume, be given Jor such purpose rent free for
twenty years ; it is, therefore such an enterprise would produce a clear
Per annum ; and, taking into consideration
come into full bearing, and allowing for

ROW levied by jungle Couservancy, it seems
Do exaggeration to say that the ultimate net profit will he one lakh of Rupees per annum.
oW supplied from Merkanum to Pondicherry is, 1 believe, 360 garce

) this is I imagine all for home consumption ; there seems no resson
why there should not be g larg i were the communication good between the

a matter of very great importance,

15. The only thing that can be urged against it is the eost of maintaining it. Owing to the
distance of carriage of gravel this will not be Jegs than 300 Rupees per mile. Had the line not
been sa far advanced, I think it would have hoen worthy of very serious eonsideration whether it
would not be advisable to construct a tramway of the cheapest kind from the Railway at Tinde-
vanum 2ia Merkannm to Pan

dicherey s oven pow T thin the Fuzgestion worthy tha concidaration
of the Railway Company.

Transferred to the Financial Department,

Forr 8. Grongs, (Signed) ' J. CARPENDALE, Colonel, R. E.,
114k April 1872,

Secretary to Government, P, W. D,

ey

ey

R e P Yo, i~

s s A kit R S e

e

. Government, Financia
Proceedings of the Mmg:;h Apﬂl gk

OrpER THEREON, 30th April 1872, No. 597. el
e ing letter will be referred to the Board of Revexg):rde i
. ﬁgefg :l:fos: o: the Local Fund Board of the Cuddalore Circle,
marks, and fo j .
:zbmitted oriin pOsmbler;cur with Captain Vertue as to the xmportanc?a;;f :1111;
PP Govemmentl’c;dicherry. It is a work to a great extent sp:;:lx I,n s
e Mefk“nflm t'o . ed to entertain favourably prop?sals from efers .
At e be.Pref;:“ the completion of the work either b{ tr?ét]ed e
Pund Board for arrang:lnglsm.n. Should they do so, ‘the.y would be : ¥
i a'HOtmentsfl::m Provincial Funds for the wor.k in the cur:;:ns t);ten;ent
o g gl:ant trtention of the Board of Revenue is called to etis o
o ?la in South Arcot are without maintenance grants.
e ?f t'he lltlooa;l:ed for new works, this sl.lould not. be. P LR
;- ongh < et tor of Forests will take into cmfsxdera ion : pe Bp
41;5 Th:hf :;:c:izafacilities for raising fuel plantations on the lin
remarks on

(True Extract.)

Ofiiciating Chief Secretary.

the Board of Revenue.
To the Revenue Department.
Public Works ,,

”
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Exd. J. Wright.
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