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FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.,

No, 585,

Frou
Tre Hox. W, HUDLESTON,
Oficiating Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort 8t. George,
To
Tae SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT op INDIA,
FisaNciaL DepArRTMENT.,

Sir
,In reply to your letter of 28th March 1872, No. 2343, I am directed to request

that the orders therein conveyed may be reconsidered. It will be extremely
inconvenient, if not impossible, for this Government to determine, so early in the
year as October, what sum shall be granted for Public Works—Provineial—in the
ensuing year, as the amount will depend entirely on the probable balance of
Provincial funds which cannot be estimated with any certainty on only four
months’ actuals. I am to refer, in illustration, to the budget of the current year
just submitted. The grant at first assigned to the Public Works Department for
works was Rupees 7,20,000, but so late as the end of January the Government found
themselves in a position to increase the grant by two lakhs. It would not in any
case be of much advantage to the Public Works Department to he aware, so early
as October, of the amount of Provincial Funds available, as the Provineial grant to
the Department for works is only about one-fifth of the whole grant from funds at the
disposal of this Government. The remainder is chiefly the aggregate of grants
made in 36 Local Budgets; and the total cannot even be approximately estimated
until the Local Fund Budgets are reviewed. This review cannot possibly be
completed before the middle of January.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Forr Sr. GEoraz,
R9th April 1872, Officiating Chicf Secretary.

Exd. J. Wright.
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The C."v.'ef Secretary to Government,
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To :
The Secretary to the Govi. of India
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