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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department
=y

19¢h April 1872.

No. 245. Read the following letter from the Aecting Superintending Engineer,
7th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
Fort St. George, dated Coimbatore, 4th April 1872, No. 3 :—

With reference to G. 0., No. 2138, dated 19th August 1871, and paragraph 8
of my report, No. 196, dated 7th December 1871 ; I have the honour to state that
with the exception of the Koodatye Bridge in Malabar on the line of road betweex’l
Tambercherry and Areacode, via Tiroovambady, which line in my letter, No. 204
dated 20th December 1871, I proposed should be abandoned, T have inspected the’
whole of the bridges in question, and beg to report on them as follows.

2. The Range Officer notes that he considers the reason of the Koodatye Bridge
having failed to be in consequence of insufficient waterway, and that the wofk
which was constructed under the personal supervision of Private Hyde, of the 16th
Lancers, late an Overseer in the Department, was badly done. As the bridge is not
required, I recommend the materials be sold or transferred to some other work.

8. The Mahé Bridge, which I carefully examined, is an old timber structure
on timber piles. It is in such a rotten condition that it requires fo be reconstructed
entirely. 1T fear the funds available in the district will not allow of iron girders being
used, and that both this and several similar bridges on the Cannanore and Calicut
Roa(? must simply be reconstructed of timber. I have, however, addressed the
Prc.:sxdent of the Local Fund Board on the subject, and will provide him with such
astimates as the Roard may he in a position to furnish allotments for.

4‘. The Naringapully Bridge, situated at the 5th mile from Palghaut on the road
to Coimbatore, which fell on the night of 15th November 1871, is a masonry bridge
of five arches, It was originally built many years ago ; during some heavy freshes in
1857 it was destroyed, and again whilst being reconstructed in 1859 met with
accident, but eventually was completed in 1861, and showed every sign of being a
substantial work until the time under notice. I inspected the bridge on the 23rd of
February 1872, and examined the foundation as far as I was able. - The foundations
of three of the piers and the abutments are built on rock exposed above the bed of
the river ; but, though the records in my office showed all the foundations to be upon
rock, I had some doubt about the foundation of the second pier from the left bank
of the river being so. Here nothing but sand with bits of bamboos and trees sticking
out of it was visible, and the masonry appeared rent, and to have moved, in two or
three places as close to the site of the pier as the debris would admit of 1 bored with
an iron bar which entered easily into the sand to a depth of about seven feet when
it apparently came in contact with wood. I, therefore, dirested the Range Officer
to have the foundation further examined, and the result is that about the centre of
the pier, at a depth of 51 feet below the present sandy bed of the river, rock with
very steep sides described as being “ like the back of a bloodsucker’’ has been found.
The cause of the accident is evidently attributable to this rock not having been
tabled before the pier was built upon it. Itis reported that before the bridge fell the
bays were blocked up with huge trees, clumps of bamboos, bushes, &c., &c. From the
buried fimber in the vicinity of this pier the water evidently swept out a tremendous
hole in the sand on either side of the sloping rock the pier was built on. =~ The other
bays of the bridge all being blocked up, and the bed of the river between them being
rocky, most of the discharge of the river found its way by this outlet at a terrific
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