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No. 230. Read the following Praceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 5th
April 1872, No, 2501 (Miscellancous) :—

Read the following letter from the President of the Local Fund Boards
Godavery District, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
Cocanada, 18th March 1872, No. 30 :—

The Local Fund Boards of this Distvict get a good deal of work done at the
Government Workshops at Dowlaishwarum, but a circumstance has recently come to
my notice which renders the expediency of this course doubtful unless some
modification of the present rules in connexion with the institution is sanctioned
by Government. :

2. Overand above the value of the work performed, twenty-five per cent. on
on the cost is charged. This centage is explained as the cost of supervision, use
of the workshops, &e., and the Superintending Engineer informs me that the same
charge is made on all work executed for Government in order to make the shops
self-supporting.

3. When it is considered that the allotment for Public Works Supervision in
the two circles of this district for the current year amounted to close upon 61,000
Rupees, I do not think that Local Fund work should be taxed so heavily, and
if no alteration in the rules can be made, it will, I think, be advisable to employ
some other agency. As an instance I enclose copy of an estimate for the con-
struction of a punt. The value of the materials and cost of ‘construction are esti-
mated at Rupees 1,840-10-4, to which amount Rupees 459-5-8 more are tacked on
as centage, notwithstanding that the rates entered are said to be higher than those
obtaining in the market. In the case of girder bridges costing several thousands
of Rupees, I need hardly point out how heavily such a charge must bear on Local
Funds.

4. In regard to the boat which has caused this reference, six of the sort
are required for the conveyance of material required for Local Fund works,
Ponnamandu Vencata Reddy, a well-known merchant and builder, of Coringa, has
given an agreement in writing to build the six Loats in ninety days at a cost of
Rupees 1,750 each. He engages to submit all the materials before they are put
together, and the boats themselves when built for the inspection and approval of a
competent Officer of the Public Works or any other Department who may be
appointed to survey them. If this offer is accepted, the six boats will cost Rupees
10,500, if built at the Government Workshops they will cost Rupees 13,800, saving
to Local Funds Rupees 3,300.

5. With these figures before me, and the respectability of the party making
the tender being beyond question, I have the honour under Rule XL. to request
that the sanction of Government may be obtained for other agency than the Public
Works Department being employed for the work in question.  If this is accorded
the matter will again be brought before the Local Fund Board, and, if funds are
voted for the purpose, application will be made for a formal sanction of the expen-
diture. As, however, these boats are urgently required in consequence of the
Superintending Engineer having intimated that the imperial plant will no longer
be available for Local Fund works, I should feel obliged if Government would at
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